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District  of  Massachusetts,  to  wit  : 

BE  it  remembered,  that  on  the  lgth  day  of  July,  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Hannah  Adams,  of  the  [aid  dijlricl,  hath  de- 
pofiled  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  fie 
claims  as  author, in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  An  Abridge- 
ment of  the  Hijiory  of  New  England,  jor  the  ufe  of  young 
perfons.      By  Hannah  Adams. 

In  conformity  to  the  ail  of  the  Congref  of  the  United 
States,  intitled,  "  An  ail  for  the  encouragement  of  learning^, 
by  fecuring  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the 
authors  and  proprietors  offuch  copies,  during  the  times  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  extending  the  bencfts  thereof  to  the  arts  of 
dcfigning,  engraving,  and  etching,  hijlorical  and  other  prints. 

N.  Goodale,  Clerk  of  the  Difintl 
of  Majachufette. 

A  true  Copy  of  Retard. 

Atte/i.—H.  Goodale,  Clerk. 


PREFACE, 


THE  following  abridgement  of  the  fum* 

mary  Hi/lory  of  New  England,  for  the  ufe  of 

fchools,   is    now  prefented  to  the  public,  with 

the  ardent  defire,  that  it  may  prove  ufeful  to 

the  rifing  generation.      In  this  publication,  the 

compiler  has  purfued  her  original  dejign,  when 

fhe  began   her  hijlory.      But  the  difficulty  of 

read'mg    ancient    records,    of   deciphering    the 

chirography   of  former  amanuenfes,  and  of  fc- 

lecling  from  cumbrous  files  of  papers,  as  well 

as  from  numerous  large  printed  works,  original 

facls,    and  hiflorical  documents,   exercifed  her 

eyes  fo  feverely,  as  almoft  to  deprive  her  of  the 

ufe  of  them.      Fearful  from   this  circumflance, 

whether  fhe  Jhould  be  able  to  proceed  any  far* 
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iher,  and  unwilling  to  difappoint  the  expedition 
fhe  had  raifed  in  thofe  who  had  patronized  her 
labours  by  fubfcribing,  jhe  fent  the  compilation 
to  the  prefix  in  a  form  lefs  condenfed  than  Jhe 
had  intended.  Encouraged  by  kind  friends  to 
affume  her  original  purpofe,  Jhe  has  attempted, 
though  under  many  difficulties  and  difcourage* 
menisy  to  accomplijh  it  ;  and  now  prefents  this 
volume  to  the  public  agreeably  to  her  jirjl  in- 
tention. However  this  little  work  ?nay  be  re- 
ceived, Jhe  trujlsy  that  her  defire  to  render 
h  erf  elf  ufeful,  and  her  dependance  upon  her  own 
exertions  for  a  fupport,  will  be  duly  confidered,. 
and  induce  candid  and  generous  minds  to  acquit 
her  of  the  charge  of  arrogance  and  prefumption* 


HISTORY 

OF 
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CHAPTER    L 

Difcovery  of  America  by  Columbus.  Divifions  in 
England  after  the  Reformation.  Perfecutions 
under  the  Reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James.  Mr. 
Robinfon  and  his  Congregation  remove  to  Holland. 
Part  of  his  Congregation  embark  for  America. 
Their  Settlement  at  Plymouth,  and  the  Hardfoips 
they  endured.  They  are  joined  by  afmall  Party. 
Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  Indian  Princes. 
Death  and  Characler  of  Mr.  Robinfon.  A  Num- 
ber of  the  Ley  den  Congregation  arrive  at  Ply- 
mouth. The  Colonifls  obtain  a  Patent.  Religion, 
Government,  and  Characler  of  the  Settlers. 

1 .  iHE  difcovery  of  America  is  one  of 
the  moft celebrated  achievements  in  the  annals  of 
hiftory.  Chriftopher  Columbus,  the  difcoverer, 
was  a  native  of  the  republic  of  Genoa.  He  was 
born  in  1447rand,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  en- 
tered upon  a  fea-faring  life,  in  which  profeflion 
he  was  eminently  diftinguifhed.  After  a  long 
and  fruitlefs  application  to  feveral  courts  of 
Europe,  his  plan  of  exploring  new  regions  ob- 

:;ed 
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tained  the  approbation  of  Ifabella,  Queen  of 
Caftile.  Through  her  patronage  he  fet  fail, 
1492,  with  three  fmall  veilels,  which  contained 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feamen. 

2.  The  formidable  difficulties  which  attended 
his  voyage  to  regions  hitherto  unexplored,  were 
at  length  furmounted  by  his  aftcnifhing  forti- 
tude and  perfeverance.  After  difcovering  fev- 
eral  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands  he  built  a  fort, 
and  left  a  garrifon  of  thirty-five  men  in  Hif- 
paniola  to  maintain  the  Spaniih  pretenfions  in 
that  country.  He  fat  out  on  Ids  return  to  Spain 
in  1493,  and  arrived  in  March,  with  the  joyful 
intelligence  of  a  new  world,  excelling  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe  in  gold  and  filver,  and 
bleft  with  a  luxuriant  foib 

3.  The  voyages  of  Columbus  paved  the  way 
for  other  European  adventurers,  who  wereftim- 
ulated  by  ambition  and  avarice  to  make  farther 
difcoveries  ;  until,  finally  the  rich  empires  of 
Mexico  and  Peru  were  (ubdued  by  lawlefs  in- 
vaders. The  feeling  heart  bleeds  in  reviewing 
the  hiftory  of  South  America,  and  is  filled 
with  horrour  at  the  fuccefsful  villainy  of  its  in- 
trepid conquerors  !  * 

4.  The  hiftory  of  North  America  exhibits 
a.  very  different  fcene,  The  defire  of  enjoying 
religious  liberty  was  the  grand  object,  which  in- 
duced many  of  the  fir  ft  fettlers  of  that  country 
to  encounter  a  variety  of  hardfhips  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  the  New  World.  The  fettlements  of 
New-England,  which  are  the  particular  cbjech 

of 

*  See  E-obcrtfon'*  Hiftory  of  South  America. 
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of  the  en  fuing  hiilory,  owe  their  rife  to  the 
religious  diiputes  which  attended  the  reforma- 
tion in  England, 

5.  When  king  Henry  8th  renounced  the 
papal  fupremacy,  he  fat  up  himfelf  as  the  fu- 
preme  head  of  the  Engliih  Church,  and  com- 
manded his  fubjecls  to  pay  allegiance  to  him  in 
that  capacity.  His  claim  was  maintained  by 
his  fon  and  fucceifor  Edward  6th,  in  whofe 
reign  the  reformation  from  popery  made  great 
prcgrefs,  and  a  fervice  book  was  publifhed  by 
royal  authority,  as  the  flandard  of  worfhip  and 
difcipline»  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fifler 
Mary,  a  bigoted  papift,  who  raifed  fuch  a  violent 
perfecution  againft  the  proteftants  that  num- 
bers fled  into  Germany  and  the  Netherlands, 
where  they  departed  from  the  uniformity  ef- 
tabliihed  in  England,  and  became  divided  in 
their  fentiments  and  practice  refpecling  reli- 
gious worlhip. 

6.  At  the  acceflion  of  Elizabeth,  they  re- 
turned to  their  native  country  with  fanguine 
hopes  of  reforming  the  Church  of  England,  ac- 
cording to  the  refpective  opinions  theyhadenter- 
tained  in  their  exile.  But  they  found  that  the 
Queen  was  fond  of  the  eftablifhment  made  in 
the  reign  of  her  brother  Edward,  and  flrongly 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  pomp  and  ceremony 
in  religion.  She  aliened  her  lupremacy  in  the 
mofl:  abfolute  terms,  and  erected  a  high  com- 
mifHon  court  with  extenlive  jurifdiction  in 
eccleliaflical  affairs. 

7.  During  her  reign,  thofewho  refufed  to 

conform 
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conform  to  the  church  of  England  were  fe= 
verely  perfecuted.  Some  were  caft  into  prifon, 
where  a  number  perifhed,  and  a  few  were  put 
to  death.  In  confequence  of  thefe  rigorous 
proceedings,  a  feparation  from  the  eftablifhed 
church  took  place.  Thofe  who  were  defirous 
of  a  further  feparation  from  the  Romifh  fuper- 
ftitions,  and  of  a  more  pure  and  perfect  form 
of  religion,  were  denominated  puritans.* 

8.  The  perfecution  of  the  puritans  was  con- 
tinued with  great  feverity  during  the  reign  of 
James  lft,  which  induced  Mr.  Robinfon,  a  dif- 
fenting  clergyman  in  England,  with  a  part  of 
his  congregation,  to  remove  to  Amfterdam  in 
Holland,  A.  D.  1608,  and  the  next  year  they 
fettled  at  Leyden,  where  they  enjoyed  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religious  opinions. 

9.  After  twelve  years  refidence  inHollandthey 
meditated  a  removal  to  America.  The  principal 
motives  which  led  them  to  form  this  defign 
were  as  follow.  They  judged  it  unfafe  to  ed- 
ucate their  children  in  a  country,  where  the 
fabbath  was  treated  by  many  of  the  in- 
habitants, as  a  day  of  levity  and  diverfion. 
They  were  anxious  to  preferve  the  morals  of 
their  youth,  and  prevent  them  from  leaving 
their  parents  and  engaging  in  bufinefs  un- 
friendly to  religion,  from  want  of  employment 
at  home.  They  wifhed  to  avoid  the  inconve- 
nience of  incorporating  with  the  Dutch.  They 
were  animated  with  the  hope  of  propagating  the 
gofpel  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 

forming 

*  Veal's  Hift.  of  the  Purkans.     Belknap's  Hift.  of  New-Hamp 
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forming  a  church  free  from  the  admixture  of 
human  additions,  and  a  fyftem  of  civil  policy 
unfettered  with  the  arbitrary  inftitutions  of 
the  old  world.* 

10.  As  America  appeared  a  proper  place  for 
the  execution  of  their  defigns,  after  ferious  and 
repeated  addrefles  to  heaven  for  direction,  they 
reiblved  to  crofs  tlie  Atlantic  ;  and  made  it 
the  firft  object  of  their  folicitude  to  fecure  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion. 

1 1 .  Upon  their  applying  to  king  James  1  ft, 
he  gave  them  private  affurance  that  he  would 
ijQt  moleft  them,  if  they  behaved  peaceably  ; 
but  he  perfifted  in  refufing  to  tolerate  them  by 
public  authority.  The  hope  however  that 
the  diftance  of  their  fituation   would    fecure 

i    from    the  jurifdiction    of  ecclefiaftica! 

s  induced  them,  to   refolve    upon  purlu- 

i-ng  their    plan   ;     hence    they  folicited    and 

obtained    from    the    Virginian    company  the 

of  a  tract  of  land  within  the   limits  of 

their  patent. 

1 2.  As  it  was  not  convenient  for  all  to  re- 
move at  firft,  the  majority,  with  their  pallor,  162C 
concluded  to  remain  for  the  prefent  in  Ley- 
den.  Mr.  John  Brewfter,  aiiiftant  to  Mr.  Rob- 
infon,  was  chofen  to  attend  the  firft  adventurers. 
Two  fhips  were  prepared,  one  of  which  was 
fitted  out  in  Holland,  and  the  other  hired  in 
London, 

13.  When  the  time  of  feparation  drew 
nigh,  their  paftor  preached  a  farewell  difcourfe, 

A  2;  from 

*  Prince's  Chronology,  vol,  f.   page  82. 
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1620  from  Ezra,  viii.  21.  A  large  concourfe  of 
friends  from  Leyden  and  Amfterdam  accom- 
panied the  emigrants  to  the  fhip,  which  lay  at 
Delft  Haven.  The  night  was  fpent  in  fervent 
and  affectionate  prayers,  and  in  that  pathetic 
inter  courfe  of  foul,  which  the  feeling  heart  can 
better  conceive  than  defcribe.  The  affecting 
fcene  drew  tears  even  from  the  eyes  of  Gran- 
gers. When  the  period  in  which  the  voyagers 
were  about  to  depart  arrived,  they  all  with 
their  beloved  pallor  fell  on  their  knees,  and 
with  eyes,  hands,  and  hearts  raifed  to  heaven, 
fervently  commended  their  adventuring  breth- 
ren to  the  blefTmg  of  the  Lord.  Thus,  after 
mutual  embraces,  accompanied  with  many 
tears,  they  bade  a  long,  and  to  many  of  them  a 
final  adieu.* 

14.  On  the  22d  oci  July  they  failed  for 
Southampton,  where  they  met  the  fhip  from 
London,  and  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  both  vef- 
fels  proceeded  to  fea,  but  returned  twice  into 
port,  on  account  of  defects  in  the  one  from 
Delft,  which  was  difmifled. 

15.  An  ardent  deiire  of  enjoying  religious 
liberty  finally  overcame  all  difficulties.  A  com- 
pany of  an  hundred  and  one  perfons  betook 
themfelves  to  the  London  fhip,  and  on  the  Cth 
of  September  failed  from  Plymouth  in  Eng- 
land. Their  deftination  was  to  Hudfon's  river  ; 
but  the  Dutch,  with  a  view  of  planting  a  colo- 
ny in  that  place,  bribed  the  pilot  to  conduct 

them 

*  Prince's  Chronology,  vol.  i.  page  66, 
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them  fo  far  to  the  north,  that  the  firft  land  in 
America,  which  they  made  was  Cape  Cod. # 

1 6.  As  they  were  not  within  the  limits  of 
their  patent  from  the  Virginia  Company,  they 
faw  the  neceflity  of  eftablifhing.a  feparate  gov- 
ernment for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before 
they  landed,,  after:  offering  their  devout  and 
ardent  acknowledgements  to  God  for  their 
fafe  arrival,  they  formed  themfelves  into  a  body 
politic  under  the  crown  of  England,  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablifhing  juft  and  equal  laws  for 
the  public  good.  On  the  10th  of  November 
the  adventurers  fubfcribed  a  contract  which 
they  made  the  bafis  of  their  government  ;  and 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver,  a  gentleman  of  piety 
and  approved  abilities,  to  be  their  governour 
the  firft  year,  and  the  practice  of  an  annual  elec- 
tion continued  unchanged  during  the  exift- 
ence  of  their  government.! 

17.  The  firft  object,  of  the  emigrants,  after 
difembarkation,  was  to  fix  on  a  convenient 
place  for  fettlement.  In  this  attempt  they 
were  obliged  to.  encounter  numerous  difficul- 
ties and  fuffer  incredible  hardfhips.  Thefe  dif- 
ficulties they  at  length  furmounted  ;  and  on 
the -31  ft  of  December  they  chofe  a  place  which 
they  called  New-Plymouth,  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  the  town  which  they  left  in  their  na- 
tive country. 

18.  It  was  a  fortunate  event  for  the  new. 
colony,  that  two  or  three  years  previoufly  to 

their 

*  Morton's   New-England  Memorial. 
t  Mather's  Magnalia,  vol,  i,  page  5, 
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their  arrival  fuch  a  number  of  the  natives  had 
been  deftroyed  and  wafted  by  war  and  pefti- 
lence,  that  there  was  lefs  to  be  apprehended 
from  their  hoftility,  than  there  would  have 
been  in  their  former  flourishing  ftate. 

1 9.  The  prof  peels  and  fituation  of  the  Plym- 
outh fettlers  were  gloomy  beyond  expreflion. 
The  company  which  landed  confifted  of  101 
perfons.  They  were  three  thoufand  miles 
from  their  native  country,  with  a  dreary  win- 
ter before  them,  in  an  uncultivated  wildernefsy 
inhabited  only  by  lavages.  Their  only  civiliz- 
ed neighbours  were  a  French  fettlement  at 
Port  Royal,  and  an  Englifh  fettlement  at  Vir- 
ginia ;  the  neareft  of  which  was  hve  hundred 
miles  diftant,  much  too  remote  to  afford  a 
hope  of  relief  in  a  time  of  danger  or  famine. 
To  obtain  a  lupply  of  provifions  by  cultivating 
the  ftubborn  foil,  required  an  immenuty  of 
previous  labour,  and  was  at  bell  a  diftant  and 
uncertain  dependence.  A  mortal  fickncfs 
augmented  their  calamities.  Forty-five  cf 
their  number  died  before  the  opening  of  the 
next  fpring,  of  diforders  occafioned  by  their 
tedious  voyage  with  infufficient  accommoda- 
tions, and  their  uncommon  exertions  and  fa- 
tigues.* 

20.  The  new  colony  fupported  thefe  com- 
plicated hardihips  with  heroic  fortitude.  To 
enjoy  full  liberty  to  worfhip  God,  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  conferences,  was  efteem- 

ed 

*  Prince's  Chronology,  vol.  i.  pagr  q8> 
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ed  by  them  the  great  eft  of  bleflmgs.  And  the 
religious  fervour,  which  rendered  them  to 
abandon  their  native  country,  fortified  their 
minds  and  enabled  them  to  furmount  every 
difficulty,  which  could  prove  their  patience,  or 
evince  their  firmnefs. 

21.  Tc  their  unfpeakable  fatisfaction,  their 
ailbciates  in  England  fent  them  a  fupply  of  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  a  reinforcement  of  colonifts  the 
fubfequent  year  ;*  and  their  prudent  friendly, 
and  upright  conduct  towards  the  natives  fecur- 
ed  their  friendfhip  and  alliance, 

22.  As  early  as  March  Maffaffoit,  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  fagamores  of  the  neighbouring 
Indians,  with  fixty  attendants,  paid  them  a  vifit 
and  entered  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity. 
They  reciprocally  agreed  to  avoid  injuries,  to 
punifh  offenders,  to  reflore  ftolen  goods,  to  af- 
ford mutual  afliitance  in  all  juftifiable  wars,  to 
promote  peace  among  their  neighbours,  &c. 
MaflarToit  and  his  fuccefTors,  for  fifty  years, 
inviolably  obferved  this  treaty.  His  exam- 
ple was  followed  by  others.  On  the  ISth  of 
September  nine  neighbouring  Sachems  fubcrib- 
ed  a  writing  acknowledging  fubjeclion  to  the 
king  of  England.! 

23.  The  Plymothians  purchafed  a  right 
to  the  lands  which  they  cultivated,  of  the  In- 
dian proprietors,  and  for  feveral  years  after 
their  arrival  the  whole  property  of  the  colony 
was  in  common,  from  which  every  perfon  was 
furnimed  with  neceflary  articles. 

*  Chalmers'  Political  Annals,    page  88. 
A  Mather,  Book  i,  page  to.  24*      At 
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24.  At  the  dofe  of  the  year  1624,  the  plan- 
tation confuted  of  ISO  peribns.  They  had 
built  a  town  confuting  of  thirty-two  dwelling 
houfes,  erected  a  citadel  for  its  defence,  and 
laid  out  farms  for  its  fapport* 

25.  The  following  year  the  new  colony  re- 
ceived the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Robinfon,  who  died  at  Ley- 
den  in  the  month  of  March.,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  age.  The  character  of  this  excellent 
man,  who  was  diilinguiihed  both  by  his  nat- 
ural abilities  and  an  highly  cultivated  mind, 
was  greatly  dignified  by  the  mild  and  amiable 
virtues  of  chriftianity.  He  pofiefTed  a  liberal- 
ity of  fentiment,  which  was  uncommon  for  the 
age  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  revered  and 
efteemed  by  the  Dutch  divines,  venerated  and 
beloved  by  his  people  ;  and  the  harmony  which 
fiibftfted  between  them  was  perfect  and  unin- 
terrupted. 

26.  Mr.  Robinfon's  death  was  greatly  la- 
mented by  the  people  at  Plymouth,  who  were 
flattering  themielves  with  the  pleafing  hope  of 
his  fpeedy  arrival  in  New-England.  After  his 
deceafe  another  part  of  his  congregation  joined 
their  brethren  in  America.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1629,  they  chofe  Mr,  Ralph  Smith 
for  their  pallor. 

27.  The  new  colonifts  made  it  their  prin- 
cipal object  to  form  churches,  on  what  they 
fuppofed  to  be  the  gofpel  plan.  They  em- 
braced the  congregational  fyilem,  and  were  of 
opinion  that  no  churches,  nor  church  officers 

had 
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had  any  power  to  control  other  churches  and 
officers,  and  that  all  church  members  had  equal 
rights  and  privileges.  Their  church  officers 
were  pallors,  ruling  elders,  and  deacons. 
In  doctrinal  points,  their  fentiments  were 
ilrictly  Calvinian.* 

28.  Refpecung  their  civil  principles,  an  ar- 
dent love  of  liberty,  an  unihaken  attachment 
to  the  rights  of  men,  with  a  defire  to  tranfmit 
them  to  their  latefl  pcfterity,  were  the  princi- 
ples which  governed  their  conducl.  They 
made  the  general  Jaws  of  England  their  rule  of 
government,  and  never  eitabliihed  a  diflincT 
code  for  themfeives.  They  added  however 
fuch  municipal  laws,  as  were  from  time  to 
time  found  necefTary  to  regulate  new  and  emer- 
gent cafes,  which  were  unprovided  for  by  the 
common  and  ftatute  laws  of  England,  t 

29.  It  appears  from  the  above  account  that 
the  Plymothians  were  a  plain,  induftrious,  con- 
fcienticus,and  pious  people.  Though  their  piety 
was  fervent,  yet  it  was  alfo  rational,  and  difpof- 
ed  them  to  a  lirict  obfervance  of  the  moral  and 
focial  duties.  The  leading  characters  among 
them  were  men  of  fuperiour  abilities  and  un- 
daunted fortitude.  The  refpecTable  names  of 
Carver,  Bradford,  Window,  Prince,  and  others 
are  immortalized  in  the  annals  of  New-Eng- 
land J 

SO.      When  the   plantation   amounted    to 

about 

*  Prince* *  Chronology.     Hutcriinlbn,  vol.  ii.  p*e  467. 
t  See  an  account  of  the  church  of  Plymouth,  in  the  Hiftorxcal 
Collections  for  the  year  1794. 
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about  300  perfons,  they  obtained  a  patent  from 
the  council  of  Plymouth.  By  this  grant  their 
lands  were  fecured  againft  all  Englifh  claims. 

31.  From  the  hiftory  of  the  firft  fettlers  of 
New-England,  the  perfecution  which  they  fuf- 
fered  in  their  native  country,  the  motives  which 
induced  them. to  emigrate,  and  the  pious  zeal 
which  animated  them  to  encounter  the  hard- 
fhips  of  effecting  a  new  fettlement,  the  rifmg 
generation  may  learn  the  moil  important  lef- 
fons  of  piety  and  induftry.  Education  and 
early  habits  form  the  great  outline  of  the  hu- 
man character  much  earlier  than  many  are 
willing  to  admit.  Religious  principles  imbibed 
in  youth  lay  a  foundation  for  future  excellence 
in  every  fcience,  profeflion,  and  bufinefs.  To 
induftry  we  owe  the  comforts  of  civilized  life. 
By  induftry  the  wildernefs  of  the  new  world 
was  converted  into  a  fruitful  field.  Thofe 
who  have  rifen  to  eminence  from  a  low  fitua- 
tion,  have  generally,  under  Providence,  owed 
their  fuccefs  to  having  acquired  early  habits  of 
perfevering  diligence. 

32.  We  ought  however  to  be  excited  to 
induftry  from  nobler  motives,  than  merely  to 
gain  fortune  and  reputation  in  this  world.  It 
is  the  command  of  heaven,  that  we  ufe  every 
exertion  to  improve  the  talents,  which  our 
great  Creator  has  afforded  us.  Time  is  one  of 
his  moft  precious  gifts  ;  on  a  proper  and  de- 
lightful ufe  of  which,  not  only  depend  our  fuc- 
cefs in  this  life,  but  our  well  being  and  happi- 
nefs  through  an  endlefs  eternity. 

33.     Young 
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33.  Young  people  alfo  learn  not  to  be 
too  eafily  deterred  by  apparent  difficulties 
from  any  undertaking,  which  is  fanctioned  by 
duty.  Had  our  anceftors  previoufly  made  a 
timid  and  prudent  calculation  of  the  trials  they 
were  to  encounter  in  a  defart  land,  inhabited 
by  favages,  they  probably  would  never  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  their  important  defign. 
By  overcoming  one  difficulty  the  mind  ac- 
quires new  energy,  and,  whilft  purfuing  the 
path  of  duty  and  humbly  relying  on  divine 
Providence,  is  at  length  enabled  to  achieve 
what  at  £ rft  appeared  impoffible.  This  was 
the  cafe  with  our  anceftors,  when  they  effected 
a  fettlement  in  this  part  of  the  new  world. 


CHAPTER    II. 

Perfecuilon  in  England.  Settlement  of  the  Majfa- 
chafetts  Colony.  A  Charter  obtained.  Salem 
founded  and  a  Church  incorporated.  Large 
Additions  made  to  the  Plantation.  Sufferings  of 
the  emigrants.  Bcfon  founded.  Union  between 
Plymouth  and  Mafachufetts.  Great  Numbers 
arrive  from  England.  Of  the  Maffachufetts 
Government.  Religion  of  the  firft  Settlers  of  that 
Colony.      Their  Characler. 

1.  VV  HILST    thefetthrs  of  Plymouth  1630 
colony  were  encountering  various  difficulties, 
B  their 
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their  brethren,  the  puritans  in  England,  were 
fuffering  a  fevere  perfecution.  Under  the 
reign  of  Charles  L  the  government  of  the 
church  was  committed  to  archbifhop  Laud,  a 
man  of  warm  paiTions  and  ftrong  prejudices* 
He  entertained  exalted  ideas  of  the  authority 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  hierarchy,  and  was  deter- 
mined to  fupport  it  by  coercive  meafures.  His 
averfion  to  the  puritans  compelled  him  to 
profecute  them  with  rigorous  feverity.  In  the 
high  commiflion  court  and  flar  chamber  they 
were  imprifoned,  fined,  and  bammed  in  an 
arbitrary  and  illegal  manner.  * 

2.  This  oppreflive  government  induced 
feveral  men  of  eminence  to  meditate  a  removal 
to  America,  if  they  mould  fail  in  their  meafures 
for  eftabliihing  civil  and  religious  liberty  in 
their  native  country.  For  this  purpofe,  they 
obtained  grants  of  land  in  New-England,  and 
were  afliduous  in  fettling  them.  Among  thefe 
patentees  were  the  lords  Brook,  Say,  and  Seal, 
the  Pelhams,  the  Hampdens,  and  the  Pyms, 
names  which  have  fince  been  greatly  diftin- 
guiihed  in  the  annals  of  their  country. 

3.  In  1626,  a  fmall  party  from  Plymouth, 
under  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Roger  Conant,  fet- 
tled on  that  part  of  the  American  coaft,  now 
called  Salem.  The  various  difficulties  they 
were  obliged  to  encounter,  induced  them  to 
meditate  a  return  to  England.     The  execution 

1C27  of  their   defignwas  prevented  by  Mr.  White 
of  Dorchefter,  a  puritan  clergyman,  who,  hav- 
ing 

*SeeRapin'«Hiftory  of  England,  and  Neal'sHift,  of  the  puritans; 
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ing  projected  an  afylum  in  America  for  the 
perfecuted  of  his  own  perfuaiion,  prornifed 
fpeedily  to  fend  them  a  patent,  fupplies,  and 
friends.  Ke  engaged  a  number  of  leading 
characters  to  inter  eft  themfelves  in  his  plan. 
On  the  19th  of  March,  Sir  Henry  Rofwell  and 
feveral  other  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dorchefter,  received  a  patent  of  Malfachu- 
fetts  Bay  from  the  company  of  Plymouth. 

4.  Thefe  gentlemen  petitioned  for  a  royal 
charter,  under  the  idea,  that  their  exiftence 
and  powers  would  be  thereby  fecured  and  pro- 
moted. They  fucceeded,  and  a  charter  of  in- 
corporation was  granted  by  king  Charles  I. 
constituting  them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of 
"  The  governour  and  company  of  MaiTachufetts 
Bay  in  New-England,"  with  as  ample  powers 
as  any  corporation  in  the  realm  of  England. 
The  patent  recited  the  grant  of  American  ter- 
ritory to  the  council  of  Plymouth  in  1620. 
It  regranted  MaiTachufetts  Bay  to  Sir  Henry 
Rofwell  and  others. 

5.  The  whole  executive  power  of  the  cor- 
poration was  veiled  in  a  governour,  deputy- 
governour,and  eighteen  afliftants  ;  and  until  the 
annual  election  of  the  company  could  com- 
mence, the  governour,  deputy-governour,  and 
eighteen  ailiftants  were  fpecified.  The  gov- 
ernour and  feven  or  more  ailiftants  were  au- 
thorifed  to  meet  in  monthly  courts  for  dif- 
patching  fuch  bufinefs,  as  concerned  the  com- 
pany or  fettlement.  But  the  legiflative  powers 
of  the  corporation  were  veiled  in  a  more  pop- 
ular 
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ular  affembly,  compofed  of  the  governour,  de- 
puty governour,  the  affiftants,  and  freemen  of 
the  company.  This  affembly  to  be  convened 
on  the  laft  Wednefday  of  each  of  the  four  an- 
nual terms,  by  the  title  of  the  general  court, 
was  empowered  to  enact  laws  and  ordinances 
for  the  good  of  the  body  politic  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  plantation,  and  its  inhabitants, 
provided  they  mould  not  be  repugnant  with 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  England.  This  affem- 
bly was  empowered  to  elecl:  their  governour, 
deputy  governour,  and  other  negeffary  officers, 
and  to  confer  the  freedom  of  the  company. 
The  company  was  allowed  to  tranfport  perlons, 
merchandize,  weapons,  &c.  to  New-England, 
exempted  from  duty,  for  the  term  of  feven 
years  ;  and  emigrants  were  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  Englifnmen.  Such  are  the  gen- 
eral outlines  of  the  charter.  * 

6.  Soon  after  the  patent  of  Maffachufetts  re- 
ceived the  royal  confirmation,  Capt.  Endicot, 
with  one  hundred  perlons,  was  lent  over  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  fettlement  of  a  perma- 
nent colony  at  Salem,  the  firft  town  in  Maffa- 
chufetts. The  following  year  they  were  join* 
(•  1  by  two  hundred  planters  from  England. 
One  hundred  of  w  bom  removed  and  fettled  at 
Charleftown. 

7.  Agreeably  to  the  profeffed  delign  of 
their  emigration  the  nev 

primary  concern  to   form  a  church  at  Sal 

upon 

*  S^c  Mafiachufetts  colony  charter  in  Hal  ollcctiuu  ti 

paocrs,   p.  >;:. 
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upon  a  fimilar  plan  of  orders  and  difcipline  with 
that  of  their  brethren  at  Plymouth.  MefTrs. 
Shelton  and  Higginfon  were  ordained  pallor 
and  teacher.  The  meflengers  from  the  church 
of  Plymouth,  who  were  convoked  on  this  fol- 
emn  occaflon,  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, by  which  ceremony  the  two  churches 
profeiTed  mutual  affection  and  communion.* 

8.  Several  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  reputation  made  propofals  to  the 
Maffachufetts  company  for  fettling  with  their 
families  in  America,  on  condition  that  the  gov- 
ernment lhould  be  transferred  to  the  inhabi- 
tants. A  general  court  was  convened,  by 
whom  their  plan  was  accepted,  and  the  com- 
pany proceeded  to  a  new  election  of  officers, 
who  were  to  repair  to  and  fettle  in  New-Eng- 
land. John  Winthrop,  Efq.  of  Groton  in  Suf- 
folk, a  gentleman  of  diltinguiihed  piety  and  abil- 
ity, was  chof en  governour,  Mr.  Thomas  Dudley 
was  elected  deputy  governour,  and  other  wor- 
thy perfons  were   chofen  for  their  council,  f 

9.  After  the  revolution  was  effected,  feven- 
teen  mips  failed  from  England  containing  fif- 
teen hundred  perfons,  among  whom  were  the 
governour  and  ailiftants  with  their  charter. 
They  arrived  in  Salem,  June  12th.  The  6th 
of  July  was,  in  confequence  of  their  fafe  arri- 
val, celebrated  as  a  day  of  public  tnankfgivingj 
in  all  the  fettlements  in  New-England. 

10.  Many  of  the  fisft  fettlers  of  MafTachu- 
fetts were  poifefTed  of  large  fortunes  in  their 

B  2  native 

*  Mather,  p    i8,  19. 
i  Kutchinfcn,  Vol.  i.  p.  12,  1 3,  14, 
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native   country,  and  enjoyed  the  elegant  ac- 
commodations of  life.     The  {hiking  centra-t 
between  their   former  eafe  and  affluence,  and 
the  hardihips  they    now  endured   muft  have 
augmented  their  diitrefs.     They  were  obliged 
to  difpoie  of  their  large  and  valuable  eftates 
make  provifionfor  their  enterprize.      The  rig- 
our of  the  climate,   together  with  the  fatigue 
and  exertions  unavoidable  in  a  new  fettlem 
occalioned  difeafes  which  proved    fatal   to   a 
large  number  the  firft  winter  after  their  arri- 
val.    Their  ftock  ct   provifions   filling  ft 
the  dreadful  idea  of  perifhi  famine 

added  to  their  •:  lamities.      Religion  ant- 

ed and  i  .  under  all  their  tri- 

and  difficult] 

1 1.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  c 
any  of  Char 

,  from  a 
town  in  Lincolnfhire,  : 

refidence    of  iirit  fettlers,    .    I 

whence  the;  i    Cotton,  a 

rated  puritan  clergyman.     Th 
ed  a  congregational   ch\  which  Rev* 

John  Wilfon 

]  2.     The  mbfequent  hammer  a  number  of 
pail'c.  rived  fr  i  nong  whom 

was   Rev.   John    EV.  A    number    of    his 

*cular  friends  having  formed  a  fettlement, 
and  collected  a  church  in  a  town  which  they 
called  Roxbury,  he  was  ordained  their  paftor 
the  year  after  his  arrival  in  New-EliglancL* 

13.     In 

*  Mather,  Book  iii.  p.  175, 
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1 3.  In  order  to  eftablifh  a  union  between 
the  colonies,  the  governour,  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilfcn  and  other  gentlemen, walked  forty  miles 
through  the  woods  to  Plymouth.  Mr.  Brad- 
ford, governour  of  Plymouth,  received  thern 
with  great  refpect  ;  and  this  interview  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  permanent  friendfhip. 

14.  About  this  period  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  new  fettlers  arrived  in  New-England  ; 
among  whom  were  Rev.  John  Cotton,  who 
was  chofen  afiiftant  to  Mr.  Wilfon  in  Bofton, 
ancl  Rev.  MefTrs.  Hooker  and  Stone,  who 
were  ordained  over  the  church  in  Newton, 
fmce  cailed  Cambridge.  The  Settlement  o^ 
thefe  celebrated  clergymen,  joined  with  the 
unrelenting  feverity  of  archbiihop  Laud's  ad- 
miniftration,  induced  fuch  numbers  to  emi- 
grate, that  new  plantations  were  formed,  and 
congregational  churches  eitabliihed  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

15.  The  population  of  MaSlachufetts  had 
now  became  io  great,  as  to  induce  the  colonifls 
in  certain  inftances  to  deviate  in  the  administra- 
tion of  government,  from  the  directions  of  their 
charter.  Hitherto  the  legiflative  power  had 
been  exercifed  by  the  governour,  deputy-gov- 
ernour,  the  alllitants,  and  the  whole  body  of 
freemen  in  perfon.  The  increafe  of  the  coun- 
try having  rendered  this  method  extremely  in- 
convenient, the  people  elected  representatives, 
who  met  the  governour  and  council,  and  con- 
ftituted  the  general  court.  In  1644  the  general 
courts   were  reduced  from  four  to  two  in  a 

year 
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year,  and  except  in  this  and  a  few  other  unim- 
portant circumftances,  the  government  remain- 
ed unaltered  until  1684,  when  the  people 
were  deprived  of  their  charter.* 

1 6.  The  moil  diftinguifhed  characters  among 
the  Manachufetts  fettlers  maintained,  that  the 
fubjects  of  any  prince  or  ftate  had  a  natural 
right  to  migrate  to  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  confcience, 
and  that  upon  luch  a  removal  their  allegiance 
ceafed.  They  acknowledged,  that  they  ought 
not  to  enact  laws  repugnant  to  thofe  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  at  the  fame  time  afferted  their  right 
of  being  governed  by  their  own  laws,  and  by 
officers  of  their  own  election.  Hence,  inftead 
of  ftrictly  conforming  to  the  laws  of  England, 
they  made  the  Mofaic  laws  the  foundation  c£ 
the  code  they  eftablifhed. 

17.  Molt  of  the  early  fettlers  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  had,  whilft  in  England,  lived  in  commun- 
ion with  the  eftablifhed  church.  The-rigorous 
meafures  ufed  to  enforce  ceremonies,  by  them 
deemed  unlawful,  occaficned  their  removal  to 
America.  Previouily  to  having  their  na1 
country,  they  agreed  in  a  refpectful  addrefsf 
to  the  members  of  the  church  of  England,  in 
which  they  defired  to  be  called  their  brethren. 
They  requefted  their  prayers,  and,  in  energetic 
language,  profeffed  the  moft  affectionate  re- 
gard to  their  welfare. 

18.  The  Maflachufetts  churches  in  generali 
were  formed  on  the  congregational  model,  and 

maintained 

*  Hutchinfon. 

t  See  this  addrds  in  Huichinfon's  Hiftory. 


Hijlory  of  New- England.  21 

maintained  calviniftic  doctrines,  The  colony 
had  no  fettled  plan  of  church  difcipline  till  af- 
ter the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton,  whofe  opinion 
in  civil  and  facred  concerns  v/as  held  in  the 
higheft  estimation.  He  gradually  modelled  all 
their  church  administrations,  and  determined 
their  ecclefiaftical  constitutions.  This  great 
man  earneftly  pleaded,  "  that  the  government 
might  be  considered  as  a  theocracy,  wherein  the 
Lord  was  judge,  law-giver,  and  king  ;  that  the 
laws  of  Israel  might  be  adopted  fo  far  as  they 
were  considered  as  God's  people  in  covenant 
with  him  ;  that  none  but  perfons  of  approved 
piety  and  eminent  abilities  mould  be  chofen 
rulers  ;  that  the  clergy  mould  be  confulted  in 
all  matters  of  religion  ;  and  that  the  magis- 
trates mould  have  a  superintending  and  coer- 
cive power  over  the  churches." 

19.  In  confequence  of  this  union  between 
church  and  ftate,  on  the  plan  of  the  Jewifh  the- 
ocracy, the  minifters  were  called  to  fit  in  counci1, 
and  give  their  advice  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  cafes  of  confcience,  which  came  before  the 
court,  and  without  them  they  never  proceeded 
to  2ny  act  of  an  ecdeuaftical  nature.  As  none 
were  allowed  to  vote  in  the  election  of  rulers 
but  freemen,  and  freemen  muft  be  church-mem- 
bers ;  and  as  none  could  be  admitted  into  the 
church,  but  by  the  elders,  wiio  tirii  examined 
and  then  propounded  them  to  the  brethren 
for  their  vote,  the  clergy  acquired  hereby  a 
vast  afcendancy  over  both  rulers  and  people. 

20.  The  magistrates,   on  the   other   hand, 

regulated 
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regulated  the  gathering  of  the  churches,  inter- 
poied  in  the  fet dement  and  difmifilon  of  min- 
ifters,  arbitrated  in  ecciefiailical  controverfies, 
and  controled  fynodical  afTemblies.  This  co- 
ercive power  in  the  magifirates  was  deemed 
abfolutely  necefTary  to  preferve  the  order  of 
the  gofpel.* 

21.  Though  the  conduct  of  our  anceftors 
in  the  application  of  the  power  of  the  civil  ma- 
giflrate  to  religious  concerns,  was  fraught  with 
errour,  and  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  pref- 
ent  age  place  their  errours  in  a  confpicuous 
point  of  view  ;  their  memory  ought  ever  to  be 
held  in  veneration.  And  whilfl  we  review  the 
imperfections  which,  at  prefent  call  a  made  over 
their  characters,  we  ought  to  recollect  thofe 
virtues,  by  which  they  gave  luftre  to  the  age  in 
which  they  lived,  viz.  their  ardent  love  of  lib- 
erty when  tyranny  prevailed  in  church  and 
ftate  ;  the  fortitude  with  which  they  facrificed 
eafe  and  opulence,  and  encountered  complicated 
hardfhips,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  facred  rights  of 
confeience  ;  their  care  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
folid  learning,  and  eftablim  wife  and  ufeful  in- 
ftitutions  in  their  infant  ftate ;  theimmenfe  pains 
they  took  in  fettling  and  cultivating  their  lands, 
and  defending  the  country  againft  the  depre- 
dations of  fur  rounding  Indians  ;  and  above  all 
their  fupreme  regard  for  religion. 

22.  The  firft  inhabitants  of  New-England 
are  thus  juftly  characlerifed  by  an  eminent  au- 
thor, "  Religious  to  fome  degree  of  enthufi- 

afm 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  p.  Si. 
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afm  it  may  be  admitted  they  were,  but  this  can 
be  no  peculiar  derogation  from  their  character, 
becaufe  it  was  at  that  time  almoft  the  univer- 
sal character  not  only  of  England,  but  of  Chris- 
tendom. Had  this  however  been  otherwife, 
their  enthufiafm,  confidering  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded,  and  the  ends  to  which 
it  was  directed,  far  from  being  a  reproach,  was 
greatly  to  their  honour.  For  I  believe  it  will 
be  found  univerfally  true,  that  no  great  enter- 
prize  for  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  mankind 
was  ever  achieved  without  alarge  mixture  of  that 
noble  infirmity.  Whatever  imperfections  may 
be  juftly  afcribed  to  them,  which,  however,  are 
as  few  as  any  mortals  have  difcovered,  their 
judgment  in  forming  their  policy  was  found- 
ed on  wife  and  benevolent  principles  ;  it  was 
founded  on  revelation  and  reafon  too  ;  it  was 
confident  with  the  beft,  greateft,  and  wifefl  le- 
giflators  of  antiquity.' '  # 

23.  The  MafTachufetts  colony  rapidly  in- 
creafed.  A  dreary  wildernefs  in  the  fpace  of 
a  few  years  had  become  a  comfortable  habita- 
tion, furnifhed  with  the  neceffaries  and  con- 
veniences of  life.  It  is  remarkable  that  previ- 
oufly  to  this  period,  all  the  attempts  at  fettling 
the  northern  patent  upon  fecular  views  proved 
abortive.  They  were  accompanied  with  fuch 
public  difcouragement  as  would  probably  have 
loft  the  continent  to  England,  or  have  permit- 
ted only  the  fharing  of  it  with  the  other  Euro- 
pean 

*  Adams  on  the  canon  and  feudal  law.     Bofion  Gazette,  1765, 
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pean  powers,  as  in  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  had 
not  the  fpirit  of  religion  given  rife  to  an  effect- 
ual colonization. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Of  the  Settlement  of  New-Hampfoire  and  the  Dijlricl 
"  of  Maine.  The  Plantation  and  Civil  Govern- 
ment of  Conneclicut  and  Nezc-Haven.  Of  their 
Attention  to  the  Promotion  of  Learning  and  Reli- 
k.  The  religious  Tenets  in  which  the  New- 
England  Settlers  were  agreed.  The  King  and 
Council  in  England  prohibit  the  Puritans  from 
embarking  for  America. 

1.  VVHILST  religious  principles  ani- 
mated the  fettlers  of  Plymouth  and  Maflachu- 
fetts  to  encounter  hardfhips  in  a  dreary  wil- 
derness, a  fpirit  of  enterprize  and  ambition  in- 
duced others  to  attempt  fettlements  in  different 
parts  of  the  new  world.  As  early  as  1622, 
grants  of  land  had  been  made  by  the  Plymouth 
council  to  two  of  their  moil  active  members, 
viz.  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon.  The  fubfequent  year,  they,  in  con- 
junction with  feveral  Englifh  merchants  who 
ityled  themfelves  "  the  company  of  Laconia," 
attempted  the  eftablimment  of  a  colony  and 
fifhery  at  the  river  Pifcataqua.     This  was  the 

beginning 
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beginning  of  the  fettlement  known  fince  by  the 
name  of  New-Hamplhire.* 

2.  Several  years  after,  fome  of  the  fcatter-  162$ 
ed  planters  in  the  Bay  of  MafTachufetts  procur- 
ed a  general  meeting  of  the  Indians  at  Squam- 

icot  falls,  where  they  obtained  from  the  Indian 
fachems,  deeds  of  a  tract  of  land  between  the 
rivers  Pifcataqua  and  Merrimack.  Thefe  lands, 
at  a  future  period,  afforded  an  afylum  for  a 
number  of  exiles  whc&m  perfecution  had  driven 
from  MafTachufetts. 

3.  In  this  and  the  two  following  years,  the 
Plymouth  council  made  feveral  grants  of  lands 
on  Pifcataqua  river,  to  different  proprietors. 
Difpirited  by  the  difficulties  they  were  obliged 
to  encounter,  the  major  part  of  the  other  ad- 
venturers fold  their  (hares  to  Mafon  and  Gor- 
ges, who  were  more  fanguine  than  the  reft,  and 
became  the  fole  proprietors. 

4.  Thefe  gentlemen  redoubled  their  exer-  1634) 
tions  for  effecting  a  fettlement.     And  having 
formed  themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  and 
entered  into  a  voluntary  affociation  for  gov- 
ernment, appointed  Francis    Williams,  a  man 

of  fenfe  and  difcretion,  to  be  their  governour.f 

5.  The  Diftricl  of  Maine  was  fettled  by  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  nearly  the  fame  period 
with  New-Hampfhire,  This  gentleman  was  of 
an  ambitious  and  enterprizing  fpirit,  a  firm 
royalift  and  zealous  episcopalian.  Hence  he 
united  with  Mafon,  (whofe  civil  and  religious 
fentirnents  were  fimilar  to  his  own,)  in  an  un- 

C  fuccefsful 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  p.  10.  +  Bciknap. 
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fuccefsful  attempt  to  obtain  a  general  govern- 
ment over  the  New-England  colonies. 
1639  6.  When  he  found  this  plan  could  not  be 
effected,  he  folicited  and  obtained  a  charter 
from  king  Charles  iff,  which  is  faid  to  have 
contained  greater  power  than  had  ever  been 
granted  by  a  fovereign  to  a  fubject.  And  un- 
der this  delegated  authority  he  appointed 
counfeliors  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
fettlement.  To  perpetuate  his  reputation  as 
land  proprietor,  he  gave  the, plantation  of  York 
the  name  of  Georgiana.  The  little  care  that 
was  taken  to  eftablifli  a  regular  fupport  for  the 
clergy,  and  early  want  of  religious  inftruction 
proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country.* 

7.  The  rapid  increafe  of  Maffachufetts  fet*. 
tlement  induced  a  number  from  that  colony 
to  form  the  defign  of  effecting  a  new  planta- 
tion on  Connecticut  river  ;  the  land  there  fit- 
uated  being  celebrated  for  its  luxuriancy. 
The  firft  grant  of  this  country  was  made  by 
the  Plymouth  council  to  the  earl  of  Warwick, 
in  1630,  and  confirmed  by  his  majefty  in  coun- 

1631  cil  the  fame  year.  The  fucceeding  year,  the 
earl  affigned  the  grant  to  lords  Say  and  Seal, 
lord  Brook  and  nine  others,  who  referved  k 
as  an  afylum  for  the  puritan  emigrants  from 
England,! 

8.  Several  families  from  Roxbury,  Dor- 
chefter,  Cambridge,  and  Watertown,  began  to 
remove  to  Connecticut.     After  a  tedious  and 

difficult 

*  Sullivan,  p.  78,  79,  237,  307,  ♦  Morfe,  vol.  i.  p.  4G3, 
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difficult  journey  through  fwamps  and  rivers, 
over  mountains  and  rough  grounds,  they  ar- 
rived fafely  at  the  places  of  their  refpeclive 
deftination,  and  founded  the  towns  of  Windfor,* 
Hartford,!  and  Weathersfield.J  Rev.  Mr. 
Hooker,  a  refpec~tab!e  and  pious  clergyman,  was 
the  leader  of  this  enterprize. 

9.  "  The  hardfhips  and  diftreffes  of  the 
firft  planters  of  Connecticut,"  fays  Dr.  Trum- 
bull, "  fcarcely  admit  of  a  defcription.  To 
carry  much  proviiion  or  furniture  through  a 
pathlefs  wildernefs,  was  impracticable.  Their  1635 
principal  provifions  and  furniture  were  there- 
fore put  on  board  fever al  fmall  veffels,  which, 

by  reafon  of  delays,  and  the  tempeftuoufnefs  of 
the  feafon,  were  either  caft  away,  or  did  not 
arrive."  Several  veffels  were  wrecked  on  the 
coafl  of  New-England  by  the  violence  of  the 
ftorms.  Every  refource  appeared  to  fail,  and 
the  people  were  under  the  dreadful  apprehen- 
fion  of  perifhing  by  famine.  They  fupported 
themfelves  in  this  diftreffing  period  with  that 
heroic  firmnefs  and  magnanimity,  for  which 
the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England  had  been  fo 
eminently  diftinguimed.  § 

10.  The  Connecticut  planters  firft  fettled  1638 
under  the  general  government   of  Maffachu- 
fetts  ;  but  finding  themfelves  without  the  lim- 
its of  their  patent,  and  being  at  full  liberty  to 
govern  themfelves  by  their  own  inftitutions, 

they 
*  1635.  *  1636.  i  1636. 

$  Trumbull's  Hiftory  of  Connecticut,  vol.  k  p.  5a, 
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they  formed  themfelves   by  voluntary   corn- 
pad:  into  a  diftinct  commonwealth. 

11.  The  conftitution  of  Connecticut  or- 
dained that  there  mould  be  two  general  courts 
or  aifemblies,  in  a  year  ;  one  on  the  fecor 
Thurfday  in  April,  and  the  other  on  the  fecond 
Thurfday  in  September  ;  that  the  firft  fhould 
be  the  court  of  election,  in  which  mould  be 
annually  chofen  at  leaft  fix  magiftrates,  and  all 
other  public  officers. .  It  provided  that  all  per- 
fons  who  had  been  received,  as  members  of  the 
feveral  towns  by  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  com7 
monwealth,  mould  be  admitted  freemen  of  the 
colony.  This  was  the  mod  material  point  in 
which  the  conftitution  of  Connecticut  differed 
from  that  of  MafTachufetts,  which  confined  the 
privileges  of  freemen  to  the  communion  of  the 
churches.* 

1 2.  Agreeably  to  the  conftitution > the  freemen 
convened  at  Hartford  on  the  fecond  Thurfday 
in  April,  and  elected  their  officers  for  the  en- 
fuingyear.  John  Haynes,  efq.  a  gentleman  of 
integrity,  judgment,  and  piety,  was  chofen 
governour  of  the  colony .f 

13.  About  this  period,  the  puritan  noble- 
men, lords  Say,  and  Brook,  having  meditated 
a  removal  to  America,  fixed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Connecticut,  as  their  place  of  fettlement. 
They  deputed  George Fenwick.eft[.  their  agent, 
to  build  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which 

he 

*  See  original  conftitution  of  Connecticut  in  Trumbull's  Hiftory, 
p.  £28,  t  Trttmbuil. 
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he  called  Saybrook,  in  honour  of  his  noble  pat- 
rons. When  affairs  in  England  began  to  af- 
fume  a  new  profpect,  the  ardour  of  emigration 
ceafed  ;  and  in  1644,  this  territory  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  people  from  Maffachufetts. 

14.  Whilft  the  planters  of  Connecticut  were  1637 
thus  exerting  themfelves  in  profecuting  and  reg- 
ulating the  affairs  of  that  colony,  another  was 
projected  and  fettled  at  Quinnipiak,  afterwards 
called  New-Haven.  This  year,  two  large  ihips 
arrived  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  with  paffen- 
gers  from  London  and  its  vicinity.  Amcngil 
thefe  paffengers  was  a  number  of  celebrated 
characters,  in  particular  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr» 
Hopkins,  who  had  been  opulent  merchants  in 
London,  and  were  celebrated  for  abilities  and 
integrity,  and  Mr.  Jojm  Davenport,  a  famous 
clergyman  in  the  city  of  London,  who  was  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  piety,  learning,  and  the  up- 
Hghtnefs  of  his  conduct. 

1 5.  The  reputation  and  opulence  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  this  company,  made  the 
people  of  Maffachufetts  exceedingly  defirous  of 
their  fettling  in  that  commonwealth.  To  ef- 
fect this  purpoie,  great  pains  were  taken  by  par- 
ticular perfons  and  towns  \  and  the  general 
court  offered  them  their  choice  of  a  place 
of  refidence.  Influenced  however  by  the 
delightful  profpects  which  the  country  af- 
forded, and  flattering  themfelves  that  by  re- 
moving to  a  coniiderable  diitance,  they  mould 
be  out  of  the  jurifdiclion  of  a  general  govern- 
ment, with  which  the  plantations  were  then 

C  2  threatened. 


30  Hijlory    of   New-England, 

threatened,   they  were  determined  to  fettle  a, 
diftmct  colony.     In  the  autumn   of  this  year, 
Mr.  Eaton,  and  others  who  were  of  the  com 
pany,  made  a  journey  to.  Connecticut,  to  explo 
the  lands  and  harbours  on  the  fea  coaft.     T1 
pitched  upon  Quinnipiak  for  the  place  of  th 
fettlement. 

16.  The  New-Haven  adventurers  were  the 
moll  opulent  company  that  came  into  New- 
England,  and  their  object  was  to  plant  a  capital 
colony.  They  laid  out  their  town  plat  in 
fquares,  defigning  it  for  a  great  and  elegant 
city.  In  the  centre  was  a  large  beautiful  fquare* 
This  was  compafled  with  others  making  nine 
in  the  whole.* 

17.  This  colony,  like  Connecticut,  formed 
a  government  by  voluntary  agreement,  with- 
out charter  or  authority  from  the  crown. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  all  the  free  planters  affem- 
bled  at  Quinnipiak  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
their  civil  and  religious  policy. 

18.  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport  introduced  this 
Important  tranfaction  by  a  difcourfe  from 
Frov.  ix.  1.  His  defign  was  to  mow,  that  the 
church  or  houfe  of  God,  mould  be  formed  of, 
feven  pillars  or  principal  brethren,  to  whom  all 
the  other  members  of  the  church  mould  be. 
added.  In  conformity  to  this  plan,  after  a 
proper  term  of  trial,  a  number  of  the  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  characters  were  chofen  for  the  {even. 
pillars  of  the  church. 

19.  On  the  25th  of  October,  the  court,  as 

*  Tiumbull,  vol.-i.  p.  89,  90,  94, 
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it  was  termed,  confuting  of  thofe  feven  perfons 
only,  convened,  and  after  a  folemn  addrefs  to 
the  Supreme  Being,proceeded  to  form  the  body 
of  freemen,  and  to  elect  their  civil  officers. 
Their  elections  were  annual,  and  Mr.  Theoph- 
ilus  Eaton  was  chofen  govemour.  for.  the  firft 
year.. 

20..  By  this  original  fundamental  conititu- 
tion  of  New-Haven,  all  government  was  vefted 
in  the  church,.  The  members  of  the  church 
elected  the  governour,  magiftrates,  and  all 
other  officers,.  The  magiftrates  at  firft  were 
no  more  than  ailiftants  of  the  governour  ;  they 
might  not  act  in  any  fentence  or  determination 
of  the  court,.  No  deputy-governour  was  chofen9 
nor  were  any  laws  enacted  except  the  general 
refolutions  which  have  been  noticed  :  but  as 
the  plantation  enlarged,  and  new  towns  were 
fettled,  new  orders  were  given  ;  the  general 
court  received  another  form  ;  laws  were  en- 
acted, and  the  civil  policy  of  this  jurifdiction 
gradually  advanced  in  its  effential  parts,  to  a. 
near  refemblance  of  the  government  of  Con- 
necticut.* 

21.  The  firft  fettlers  in  New-Haven  had 
all  things  in  common  ;  all  purchafes  were  made 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  whole  plan- 
tation, and  the  lands  were  apportioned  out  to 
each  family,  according  to  their  number  and: 
original  ftock.f 

22.     The 

*  Trumbull,  vol.  i.  p.  101,  102,  103.  See  fundamental  articles 
in  the  original  constitution  of  New-Haven,  in  appendix  to  Trum- 
bull's hiflory  page  633. 

t  Moxfe,  vol.  i.  p.  499;. 
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22.  The  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New- 
Haven,  from  their  firfl  fettlement,  rapidly  in- 
creafed.  From  1 635  to  1 640,  fix  towns  were 
fettled,  viz.  Windfor,  Hartford,  and  Weatherf- 
field  in  Connecticut  ;  and  New-Haven,  Mil- 
ford,  and  Stamford,  in  New-Haven.* 

23.  Schools  were  inftituted  by  law  in  every 
town  and  parifh  of  Connecticut  and  New-Ha- 
ven. And  as  the  country  was  originally  de-. 
figned  as  an  afylum  for  the  puritan  religion, 
the  fettlers  of  both  colonies  were  aflidwoufly 
engaged  in  gathering  congregational  churches, 
and  fettling  paftors  and  church  officers. 

24.  The  New-England  churches  agreed  in 
tdopting  calvinian  doctrines  ;  in  maintaining 
the  power  of  each  particular  church  to  gov- 
ern itielf7  the  validity  of  prefbyterian  ordina- 
tion, and  the  expediency  of  fynods  on  certain 
great  occafions.  From  their  commencement 
they  ufed  ecclefiaftical  councils,  convoked  by 
particular  churches  for  advice,  but  not  for  the 
judicial  determination  of  eontroverfies.f 

;7  25.  The  perfecution  in  England  ftill  con- 
tinued, and  occafioned  fuch  numbers  of  puri- 
tans to  go  over  to  New-England,  that  the 
king  and  council,  by  a  proclamation  dated 
April  30th,  forbade  any  further  emigration, 
and  an  order  was  difpatched  to  detain  eight 
fhips  lying  in  the  river  Thames,  which  were 
prepared  to  fail.  Notwithstanding  this  prohi- 
bition (fo  difficult  is  it  to  reftrain  men  whofe 

minds 

*  Manufcript  of  the  late  prcGdent  Siilcs. 
>  Mather- 
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minds  are  agitated  by  fear  or  hope)  great 
numbers  found  means  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  government,  and  tranfported  themfelves  to 
MafFachufetts.  From  the  fame  motives,  the  ef- 
tablimment  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven  was 
undertaken,  and  extenfive  fettlements  in  New- 
England  formed  at  this  period.* 

26.  Erom  reviewing  the  above  fettlements,. 
we  are  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  divine  provi- 
dence, in  rendering  the  bigotry  and  intole- 
rance of  the  Englifh  nation  fubfervient  to  the 
planting  of  flourilhing  colonies  in  the  new 
world.  By  thefe  means,  regions  before  in- 
habited by  favages,  now  became  peopled  by 
men  of  piety  and  information  ->  and  a  fcene 
opened  unparallelled  in  the  annals  of  hif- 
tory. No  nation  ever  enjoyed  fo  much 
liberty  and  opportunity  of  forming  civil 
and  religious  eftablifhments,  as  the  firft  fettlers 
of  New-England.  The  increafe  of  their  num- 
bers was  rapid  beyond  example.  No  other 
inftance  can  be  produced  of  a  people,  who  at 
their  firft  fettlement,  were  fo  afliduoufly  en- 
gaged in  promoting  ufeful  learning,  and  in 
making  improvements  in  the  arts  and  fciences. 
It  is  remarkable  that  at  this  period,  when  the 
emigration '  from  England  ceafed,  the  fettle- 
ments were  {till  farther  extended  by  fimilar 
means,  viz.  the  bigotry  and  intolerance  of  the 
new  fettlers.  This  gave  rife  to  the  plantations 
of  Providence  and  Rhode-Ifland,  an  account 
of  which  will  be  given  in  the  fubfequent  chap- 
ter, CHAPTER 

*  Chalmer,  p,  38, 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

Of  the  intolerant  Principles  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony. 
Banijhmeni  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams  and  his  Set- 
tlement at  Providence.  Of  the  Ant'momian  Dif- 
fentions  in  Maffachufetts •,  and  the  Settlement  of 
Rhode-Ifland.  Of  the  Plantations  of  Exeter, 
Hampton^  and  Warwick.  The  Inhabitants  of 
Narraganfet-Bay  obtain  a  Patent  from  the  Crown 
of  England, 

1.  JL  HE  inhabitants  of  New-England, 
who  abandoned  their  native  country,  and  en- 
countered a  variety  of  hardfhips  to  avoid  per- 
fection, foon  difcovered  a  determined  refolu- 
tion  to  enforce  uniformity  in  religious  worfhip, 
among  all  thofe  who  inhabited  their  territories. 

631  Hence,  as  early  as  the  fecond  general  court,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  governour  and  company,  they 
refolved,  that  none  mould  be  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  body  politic,  but  fuch  as  were 
church  members.  They  foon  after  concluded, 
that  none  but  fuch  fhoukl  fhare  m  the  admin- 
iflration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice 
in  any  election.  A  few  years  after,  they  fo  far 
forgot  their  own  fufFerings,  as  to  perfecute  thofe 
who  refufed  to  accede  to  their  religious  fenti- 
ments.* 

2.  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  a  puritan  clergy- 
man, arrived  this  year  from  England  at  Salem, 

where 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  26,  27. 


Hijlory  of  New-England,  SS 

where  he  wasimmediately  chofen  afliftant  to  Mr. 
Shelton.  The  magiftrates  oppofed  his  fettle- 
ment,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  join  with  the 
church  at  Bofton,  unlefs  they  would  make  a 
public  declaration  of  their  repentance  for 
maintaining  communion  with  the  church  of 
England  while  in  their  native  country.  This 
occafioned  Mr.  Williams'  removal  to  Plym- 
outh, where  he  was  elected  ailiftant  to  Mr. 
Smith,  in  which  office  he  continued  between 
two  and  three  years.  Upon  a  difagreement 
with  fome  of  the  characters  in  this  church,  and 
an  invitation  to  Salem,  he  requefted  a  difmif- 
iion  and  returned  to  that  town.  As  Mr. 
Shelton,  the  former  clergyman,  was  now  de- 
ceafed,  he  was  chofen  to  fucceed  him  ;  but  the 
magiftrates  ftill  oppofed  his  fettlement,  on  ac- 
count of  certain  religious  opinions. 

3.  The  fentiments  with  which  his  oppo^ 
nents  charged  him  were  as  follow  :  That  it  is 
not  lawful  for  a  godly  man  to  have  com. 
munion  in  family  prayer,  or  an  oath,  with 
fuch  as  they  judge  unregenerate.  Therefore 
he  refufed  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  taught 
others  to  follow  his  example  ;  that  it  is  not 
lawful  for  an  unregenerate  man  to  pray  ;  that 
the  magiftrate  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of 
the  firfl:  table  ;  that  there  mould  be  a  general 
and  unlimited  toleration  of  all  religions,  and 
that  it  was  perfecution  to  punifh  a  man  for 
following  the  dictates  of  his  conference  ;  that 
the  patent  which  was  grantedby  king  Charles  was 
invalid,  and  an  inftrument  of  injuftice,  which 

they 
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they  ought  to  renounce,  becaufe  the  king  of 
England  had  no  power  to  difpofe  of  the  lands 
of  the  natives.  On  account  of  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  and  for  refuting  to  join  in  communion 
with  the  MafTachufetts  churches,  he  was  at 
1636  length  bammed  the  colony,  .as  a  diiturber  of 
the  peace  of  the  church  and  commonwealth.* 

4.  Whilft  Mr.  Williams  refided  at  Plym- 
outh and  Sajem,  he  cultivated  an  acquaintance 
with  the  Indians  in  thofe  towns,  and  learned 
their  language.  Previoufly  to  his  leaving  the 
colony,  he  prefented  a  variety  of  gifts  to  Ca- 
nonicus  and  Ofamaquin,  two  Narraganfet  fa- 
chems,  and  privately  treated  with  them  for 
land,  wi'h  which  they  afiured  him  he  fhould 
be  (applied,  provided  he  would  fettle  in  their 
country.  This  encouraged  him  after  his  ban- 
iihment,  tc  remove  with  four  companions  to 
Narraganfet-Bay. 

5.  He,  and  his  friends  firft  came  to  Seconk, 
now  Rehoboth,.and  obtained  a  grant  of  land 
from  the  chief  fachem  at  Mjunt-Hope.  But 
as  this  place  was  within  the  limits  of  Plymouth 
patent,  Mr.  Winflow  the  governour,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  advifed  them  to  remove.  They  com- 
plied, and  having  croffed  Seconk  river,  landed 
among  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were  hof- 

j^oq  pitably  received.      Mr.   Williams  named  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  Providence,  "  in  a  fenfe 
of  God's  merciful  providence  to  him  in  his  dif- 
trefs."     Strongly  impreffed  with  the  impor- 
tance 

*  HutcViinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  87.  Neal's  Hiflory  of  Ne^vEngland, 
voli.  p.  158. 
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tance  of  religious  liberty,  the  grand  object 
which  he  aiferts  he  had  in  view  was,  cc  to  pro- 
vide a  refuge  for  perfons  deftitute  for  con- 
science fake."* 

6.  This  fmall  company  was  foon  augment- 
ed by  parties  from  Maffachufetts.  The  new 
emigrants  greatly  fuffered  through  fatigue  and 
want.  They  fupported  their  affliction  with 
heroic  fortitude,  and  effected  a  fettlement,  the 
government  of  which  was  founded  on  the 
broad  bafis  of  univerfal  toleration. 

7.  "  Mr.  Williams  embraced  the  fenti- 
^nents  of  the  baptifts  a  few  years  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Providence,  and  was  inftrumental  in 
forming  a  church  of  that  denomination,  which 
was  the  firit  baptift  church  in  New-England." 
He  foon  after  rclinquifhed  their  opinions,  and 
became  a  feeker.  But,  though  his  ftrong  feel- 
ings, and  deep  refearches  in  the  mazes  of  fpec- 
ulation,  led  him  to  be  wavering  and  undecided 
in  his  religious  fentiments,  yet  his  conduct  ex- 
hibited the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and  purity 
of  his  intentions.  He  exerted  himTelf  to  the 
utmoft  that  others  might  enjoy  that  freedom 
of  opinion  which  he  himfelf  exercifed  ;  and 
long  retained  his  authority  in  the  colony  he 
•had  founded,  employing  himfelf  continually  in 
acts  of  kindnefs,  affording  relief  to  the  diftrefT- 
ed,  and  offering  an  afyhim  to  the  perfecuted.f 

8.     The 

*  Williams'  fecond  deed  to  the  fettlers,  1661.  Plea  to  the 
Court  of  Commiflioners,  1677. 

t  See  letter  from  Roger  Williams  to  Major  Mafon,  publiflied  in 
Collections  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  for  1792. 
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8.  The  fir  ft  form  of  government  eftablifh- 
ed  ajt  Providence,  appears  to  have  been  a  vol- 
untary agreement,  that  each  individual  fhould 
fubmit  to,  and  be  governed  by,  the  refolutions 
of  the  whole  body.  All  public  concerns  and 
private  controverfies  were  heard,  adjudged, 
and  finifhed,  in  their  town  meetings.* 

9.  Soon  after  the  fettlement  was  begun  in 
Providence,  the  commonwealth  of  Malfachu- 
fetts  was  difturbed  by  inteftine  divifions. 
The  male  members  of  the  church  in  Bofton 
had  been  accuftomed  to  convene  every  week 
for  religious  purpofes.  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  a 
very  extraordinary  woman,  eftablifhed  a  fimi- 
lar  meeting  for  her  own  fex,  in  which  fhe  re- 
peated pafiages  in  Mr.  Cotton \s  fermons,  ac- 
companied with  her  remarks  and  expofitions. 
Thefe  lectures  for  fome  time  were  received 
with  general  approbation,  and  attended  by  a 
numerous  audience.  At  length  fhe  drew  a 
marked  diftinction  between  the  minifters  and 
members  of  churches  through  the  country. 
A  fmall  number  me  allowed  to  be  under  a 
covenant  of  grace,  and  afferted  that  the  others 
were  under  a  covenant  of  works.  She  was  alfo 
charged  with  maintaining,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 
dwells  perfonally  in  a  juftified  perfon  \  and 
that  fan  edification  is  not  an  evidence  of  juftifi- 
cation.  f 

10.  The  fluency  and  confidence  with  which 
fhe  delivered  her  fentiments  procured  nume- 
rous profelytes.     The  whole  colony  was  di- 
vided 

*  Gov.  Hopkin*'  GarcitCr  t  Hutchinfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  67, 
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tided  into  two  parties,  differing  in  fentiment, 
and  alienated  in  affection.  The  antinomians, 
(for  foMrs.  Hutchinfon's  followers  were  called,) 
exerted  themfelves  to  keep  in  office  Sir  Henry- 
Vane,  who  adopted  their  opinions  and  protect- 
ed their  preachers.  On  the  other  hand  the 
oppoiite  party  ufed  every  effort  to  difcontinue 
him,  and  fubftitute  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  and 
after  fome  difficulty,  they  iucceeclcd  in  the 
election  of  this  gentleman. 

11.  The  whole  colony  was  now  fo  much  163' 
interefted  and  agitated,  that  it  was  judged  ad- 
vifable  to  call  a  council  to  give  their  opinion 
upon  the  controverted  points.  Accordingly, 
the  firft  fynod  in  New-England,  was  convened 
at  Newton,  now  Cambridge,  the  50th  of  Au- 
guft.  After  difputing  for  three  weeks  the  fy- 
nod condemned  eighty  erroneous  opinions, 
faid  to  have  been  maintained  in  the  colony. 
The  remit  was  figned  by  all  the  members  ex- 
cept Mr.  Cotton,  who,  though  he  declined  cen- 
furing  the  whole,  expreffed  his  disapprobation 
of  the  greater  part  of  thefe  opinions.* 

12.  The  general  court,  in  their  feffion  at  Newton 
cited  theprincipalperfonsoftheantinomianparty 
to  appear  before  them  ;  and  pronounced  a  fen- 
tence  of  banifhment  upon  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  and 
Rev.  John  Wheelwright,  her  brother,  who 
had  been  a  preacher  in  Braintree,  then  a  part 
of  Bofton.  He  had  warmly  advocated  the 
new  doctrines,  and  in  a  late  difcourfe,  feverely 

cenfured 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  67. 
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eenfured  the  magistrates  and  miniflers  in  the 
colony.* 

13.  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  with  a  large  number 
of  her  party,  fome  of  whom  had  been  banifh- 
ed,  and  others  disfranchifed,  removed  from 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  Maffachufetts  colony.  Mr. 
Roger  Williams  received  and  entertained  them 
with  the    moft   friendly   attention    at   Provi- 

ce.  His  active  benevolence,  with  the  affiit- 
ance  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  procured  for  them 
Aquidnock,  now  Rhode-Ifland,  of  the  Indian 
fachems.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1638,  they 
ilgned  a  deed,  conveying  this  iiland  to  the 
Englifh.  Here  the  exiles  found  a  comfortable 
afylum,  and  entered  into  a  voluntary  affocia- 
tion  for  government.! 

14.  Mr.  William  Coddington  was  chofen 
to  be  their  judge  and  chief  imgrftrate.  This 
gentleman  came  to  America  in  1630  ;  fettled 
in  Boilon,  and  became  one  of  the  principal 
merchants  in  that  town.  After  his  removal 
to  Rhode-Ifland,  he  embraced  the  fentiments 
of  the  friends.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
warm  advocate  for  liberty  of  confcience.J 

15.  Mr.  John  Clark  was  another  leading 
character  among  the  exiles.  In  order  to  en- 
joy religious  liberty,  he  voluntarily  abandon- 
ed the  colony  of  Maflachufetts.  In  1G44,  he 
founded   a   baptiit    church   in    Rhodc-Hland. 

He 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  p.   36. 

+  Records  io  the  Secretary's  office,  in  Providence. 

£  See  Coddington's  letter  to  the  govtrnour   of   Nc^v-Engiand 
written  in  167  "■ 
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He  was  chofen  agent  for  the  newly  efhhliihed 
plantation,  and  after  the  reftoration  of  Charles II. 
was  inftrumental  in  procuring  a  charter. 

16.  The  fettlement  of  this  iflandwas  com-  1638 
menced  at  the  north  end,  and  named  Ports- 
mouth, from  the  narrow  entrance  at  the  har- 
bour.    At  the  opening  of  the  next  year,  hav- 
ing found  another  fine  harbour,  a  fettlement 

was  made  at  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland, 
which  was  called  Newport.  The  fertility  of 
its  lands,  the  convenience  of  its  port,  and  the 
opulence  of  its  firft  inhabitants,  confpired  to 
render  it  in  a  few  years,  the  metropolis  of  the 
colony. 

17.  The  government  eftablimed  in  Rhode- 
Ifland  was  fimilar  to  that  of  Providence  ;  for 
though  the  chief  magifcrate  and  four  affiftarits 
were  invefted  rwith  fome  of  the  exec; 
powers,  the  remainder  with  the  legiilative  and 
judiciary  authority,  were  exercifed  by  the  body 
of  the  people  in  town  meeting. 

1 8.  Large  numbers  of  baptifts  and  friends, 
it  different  periods,  repaired  to  Providence 
and  Rhode-Ifland,  in  order  to  find  an  afylum 
from  perfecution.  "  It  being,"  as  Br.  Belknap 
obferves,  "  the  diftinguifhing  trait  in  this 
colony,  that  it  was  fettled  on  a  plan  of  entire 
religious  liberty  ;  men  of  every  denomination 
being  equally  protected  and  countenanced, 
and  enjoying  the  honours  and  offices 
government." 

The  intolerance  of  Maffachufetts,  v*hich 

gave  rife  to  the  fettlement  of  Providence  and 

D  2  Rhode- 


42  Hijlory  of  New -Engl  and. 

Rhode-Ifland,  proved  the  occaiion  of  enlarging 
New-Hampfhire.  Rev.  John  Wheelwright, 
after  his  banifnment,  fought  an  afylum  in  that 
colony.  He  had  previoufly  purchafed  lands 
of  the  Indians  at  Squamfcot  falls,  and  with  a 
number  of  his  adherents  now  began  a  planta- 
tion, which,  according  to  the  agreement  made 
with  Mafon's  agents,  was  called  Exeter.  Hav- 
ing obtained  a  difmiflion  from  the  church  in 
Bofton,  they  eftablifhed  a  church  in  that  place  ; 
and  being  without  the  jurifdiclion  of  Mafia- 
chufetts,  formed  themfelves  in  a  body  politic 
for  their  own  government. 

20.  About  the  fame  time  a  number  of  per- 
fons,  chiefly  from  Norfolk  in  England,  made 
a  fettlement  in  a  place  which  they  called 
Hampton.  They  began  by  laying  out  a  town- 
Hiip  in  mares  ;  and  having  formed  a  church, 
chofe  Mr.  Stephen  Bachelor  for  their  minifter.  * 

21.  The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  in  Maflachu- 
1639  fetts,  became  fo  much  ftraitened  at  home,  that 

they  contracted  with  the  agent  of  Lord 
Sterling,  for  a  tract  of  land  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Long-Iiland.  But  the  Dutch  gave  them  fo 
much  trouble,  that  they  were  obliged  to  defert 
from  a  fettlement  which  they  had  commenced, 
and  remove  farther  eaftward.  They  collected 
nearly  an  hundred  families,  and  effected  a  per- 
manent fettlement  which  they  called  South- 
Hampton.  Having  entered  into  a  combination 
to  maintain  civil  government,   they   formed 

themfelves 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  page  37 — 39. 
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themfelves    into   a    church,    and   called   Mr,. 
Abraham  Pierfon  to  be  their  paftor. 

22.  Four  years  after  the  fettlement  of 
Providetice,  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  be- 
gan a  plantation  at  Patucket,  a  place  adjoining 
and  comprehended  within  their  grant. 

23.  The  colonifts  at  Providence  and  Rhode-- 
Ifland  being  deftitute  of  a  patent  or  any  legal 
authority,  fent  Mr.  Williams  as  their  agent  to 
England,  to  procure  a  charter  from  the  crown. 
And  by  the  afliftance  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and 
the  influence  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  then 
governour  and  admiral  of  all  the  plantations, 
he  obtained  from  parliament  a  free  and  abfo- 
kite  charter  of  civil  incorporation  of  Provi- 
dence plantations  in  Narraganfet  Bay.  The 
inhabitants  were  empowered  to  form  their 
own  government,  and  enact  laws  conformable 
to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  England.  * 

24.  The  apprehension  of  impending  danger 
from  a  general  combination  of  the  Indians,  in- 
duced the  New-England  colonies  to  form  an. 
union  for  their  mutual  defence.  Commifiion- 
ers  from  Itylanachufetts, Plymouth,  Connecticut,, 
and  New-Haven,  convened  and  framed  articles 
of  confederation,  Rhode-Iiland  was  defirous 
of  joining,  but  Maflachufetts  refufed  to  admit 
their  commilTioners.  Upon  this  exclufion,  the 
plantations  of  Providence  and  Rhode-liiand 
courted  the  friendfliip  of  the  neighbouring 
Indians  with  fuch  affiduity  and  fuccefs,  that  in 
the  year  1644,  they  obtained  from  the  chiefs 

of 

*  Hazzard's  Hiftorical  Colleftions,  vol.  i.  page  540. 
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of  the  Narraganfets,    a  formal  furrender  of 
their   country. 

25.  The  intolerance  of  the  firft  fettlers  of 
MaiTachufetts,  fhews  the  imperfection 'of  even 
the  ben:  of  men,  and  their  liability  to  errotlr. 
The  zeal  of  our  anceftors  to  deprive  their  fel- 
low emigrants  of  thole  facred  rights,  which 
they  had  made  fuch  facrifices  to  obtain  ;  their 
drawing  the  fword  of  perfecution  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  fo  foon  after  they  had  fled  from  its 
powers,  marks  their  characters  with  apparent 
inconfiftency.  But  when  we  confider  the  po- 
litical theories  of  that  age,  that  it  was  almofl 
univerfaiiy  thought  to  be  the  duty  of  civil 
magiftrates  tc  uie  coercive  meafures,  to  pro- 
mote uniformity  in  the  ordinances  and  doc- 
trines of  religion.  When  we  alio  confider 
their  reafonable  dread  of  the  interruption  of 
that  religious  harmony  which  had  been  the 
polar  ftar  in  all  their  enterprizes  ;  we  readily 
difcover  a  iblution  of  their  conduct  in  the 
frailty  of  our  fpecies.  And  while  we  com- 
miferate  the  feverity  of  their  trials,  we  are 
compelled  to  admire,  and  mould  b£  induced 
to  imitate  their  confpicuous  virtues,  and  to 
adore  the  wifdom  of  divine  providence  in 
rendering  their  bigotry  fubfervient  to  the 
great  deiign  of  extending  the  New-England 
fettlements. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Of  the  War  with  the  Pequod  Indians.  Cambridge 
College  founded.  Of  the  Union  of  New-Ha?np- 
fhire  with  Maffachufetts.  The  Province  of 
Maine  fubmits  to  Majfachufetts*  Jurifdiclion+< 
Settlement  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  The  civil 
War  in  England  puts  a  flop,  for  the  prefent,  to 
the  further  Increafe  of  the  Plantations.  Extracl 
from  Govemour  Winthrop's  Addrefs  to  the 
People. 

1.  WHEN  our  anceftors  had,  with 
unconquered  perfeverance,  furmounted  the 
obftacles  to  their  firft  fettlement,  they  had 
ftill  an  arduous  talk  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
the  malevolence  and  jealoufy  of  the  natives. 
They  had  taken  every  precaution  to  avoid  a 
war  ;  and  the  interpolation  of  divine  provi- 
dence, was  vifible  in  reftraining  the  favages 
froiir  deftroying  their  infant  fettlements. 

2.  In  the  fpring  of  1630,  the  Indian  tribes 
from  the  Narraganfets  to  the  eaitward,  en- 
tered into  a  grand  conspiracy  to  extirpate  the 
Engiifh.  But  their  plot  was  difcovered  to  the 
people  of  Charleftown  by  John  Sagamore, 
who  had  always  been  a  warm  friend  to  the 
coloniils  ;  and  the  preparations  which  were 
made  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal  furprife  in 
future,  terrified  the  Indians  to  fuch. a  degree 
that  thev  relmquifhed  their  defign. 

3-     Afc 
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3.  At  length,  when  the  colonifts  had  ac- 
quired fome  degree  of  Strength,  they  were  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  the  Pequods,  a  powerful 
Indian  tribe  who  inhabited  the  north-eaft  part 
of  Connecticut.  They  had  the  fagacity  to 
forefee  their  own  ruin  in  the  extenfion  of  the 
Engliih  fettlements  ;  and  the  difpofition  ex- 
cited by  this  appreheafion  had  difplayed  itfelf 
in  various  acts  of  hoftility. 

4.  The  alarming  iituaticn  of  their  affairs 
induced  the  Pequods  to  feek  a  reconciliation 
with  their  ancient  enemies,  the  Narraganfets. 
They  urged  them  to  forget  their  former  ani- 
mofity,  and  reprefented  that  one  magnanimous 
effort  would  with  facility,  and  without  danger, 
oblige  the  ftrangers  to  abandon  the  lands, 
which  they  had  feized  with  fuch  avidity. 
They  expreifed  their  apprehenfions,  that  with- 
out their  friendly  afliftance  both  tribes  would 
be  deftroyed.  Thefe  cogent  reafons  had  fuch 
an  effect  on  the  Narraganfet  Indians  that  they 
began  to  waver.  But  as  they  had  recently 
been  engaged  in  war  with  the  Pequods,  the 
love  of  revenge  fo  congenial  to  the  favage 
mind,  overpowered  all  interefted  motives,  and 
induced  them  to  join  the  Engliih.  * 

5.  Actuated  by  the  moil  inveterate  hatred 
to  the  colonifts,  the  Pequods  furprifed  and 
killed  feveral  of  the  fettlers  on  Connecticut 
river.  Alarmed  at  thefe  hoftile  proceedings, 
the   colonies  of  MafTachufetts,  Plymouth,  and 

Connecticut, 

'*  Hubbard's    Narrative  of  the   Indian  Wars,    page  21. 
Ciulmcr,  page  29c, 
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Connecticut,  agreed  to  march  with  united 
forces  into  their  country,  and  effect  the  entire 
deftruction  of  the  whole  tribe.  The  troops  of 
Connecticut  on  account  of  their  vicinity  to 
the  enemy,  were  firft  in  motion.  The  army 
failed  from  Connecticut  river  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country,  where  they  were  joined  by 
live  hundred  of  that  tribe. 

6.  The  Pequods  were  entrenched  in  two 
flrong  forts,  in  one  of  which  was  Saflacus,  the 
chief  fachem,  a  prince  of  an  haughty  indepen- 
dent fpirit.  The  other  was  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  Myftic  river.  Againft  this  fort  it 
was  finally  determined  to  make  the  firft  affault. 
One  of  the  Pequods  who  refided  with  the  Nar- 
raganfets,  conducted  the  army  in  their  march 
to  the  deftruction  of  his  countrymen. 

7.  The  attack  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  22d  of  May.  The  Indians  after  a  mid- 
night revel  were  buried  in  a  deep  and  fecure  1637 
fleep.  The  barking  of  a  dog  difcovered  the 
approach  of  their  enemies.  The  battle  was 
warm  and  bloody  ;  and  though  the  Pequods 
defended  themfelves  with  the  fpirit  of  a  people 
contending  for  their   country  and   existence  > 

yet  the  Englifh  gained  a  complete  victory. 
The  fort  was  taken,  about  feventy  wigwams 
were  burnt,  and  five  or  fix  hundred  Indians 
perifhed.  Of  all  wrho  belonged  to  the  fort9 
feven  only  efcaped,  and  feven  were  made 
prifoners.  * 

8.  Soon  after  this  a&ion,  the  troops  from 

MafTachufetts 

*  Hutchinfoo,  vol.  i.  page  58c 
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Maflachufetts  commanded  by  Capt.  Stoughton, 
arrived,  and  it  was  refolved  to  purfue  their 
victory.  Several  fkirmifhes  took  place,  which 
terminated  unfavourably  to  the  Pequods.  A 
large  number  of  Indians  who  had  concealed 
themfeives  in  a  fwamp  near  Fairfield,  were 
furrounded  by  the  Englifh.  A  fachem,  with 
about  two-  hundred  old  men,  women,  and 
children,  came  voluntarily  and  furrendered. 
Terms  of  peace  were  offered  to  the  others, 
which  the  Pequod  warriors  rejected  with  dif- 
d.iin,  and  upon  the  renewal  of  hoftilities,  fought 
with  obftinate  bravery.  A  total  defeat  how- 
ever was  given  them,  which  put  a  period  to 
the   war. 

9.  Sanacus  and  a  number  of  his  attendants 
fled  to  the  Mohawks,  by  whom  they  were 
treacheroufly  murdered.  Many  of  the  Pequods 
were  taken  captive,  and  about  feven  hundred 
deftroyed.  This  fuccefsful  expedition  terri- 
fied the  remaining  Indians  to  iuch  a  degree, 
as  reftrained  them  from  open  hoflilities  nearly 
forty   years.  * 

10.  Though  furrounded  with  dangers  and 
embarraffed  with  a  variety  of  difficulties,  our 
ancefcors  paid  great  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  learning.  "  They  made  an  early  provifion 
by  law,  that  every  town  confiding  of  fo  many 
families,  fhould  be  always  furnifhed  with  a 
grammar  fchool  ;  and  fubjecled  thofe  towns 
which  were  deftitute  of  a  grammar  fchool- 
m  after  for  a  few  months  to  a  heavy  penalty." 

11.  In  the  year   1636,  the  general  court 

*  Hubbard,  p.  41.  of 
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mi  Maffachufetts  contemplated  a  public  fchool 
at  Newtown  ;  and  appropriated  four  hundred 
pounds  for  that  obje<ft.  But  Mr.  John  Harvard, 
minifter  of  Charleftown,  dying  two  years  after, 
increafed  this  fum  by  the  addition  of  a  great 
part  of  his  eftate,  valued  at  feven  or  eight  hun- 
dred pounds.  Thus  endowed,  this  fchool  was 
exalted  to  a  college,  and  allumed  the  name  of 
its  firft  benefactor.  Newtown  was  chang- 
ed to  Cambridge,  m  compliment  to  the 
college,  and  in  memory  of  the  place  where 
many  of  our  fathers  received  their  education.* 

1 2.  After  the  college  was  erected,  a  foun- 
dation was  laid  for  a  public  library.  Several 
Englifli  gentlemen  made  valuable  prefents,  both 
of  books,  and  mathematical  inftruments,  to 
this  new  feminary  of  learning.  The  following 
year  the  general  court  granted  the  income  of 
Charleftown  ferry  as  a  perpetual  revenue  to 
the  college  ;  and  Rev.  Henry  Dunfterwas  ap- 
pointed firft  prefident.f 

IS.  In  1 642,  the  college  was  placed  under 
the  fuperintendance  of  the  governour,  deputy- 
governour,  magiftrates,  and  minifters  of  the 
fix  adjacent  towns,  who,  with  the  prefident, 
conftituted  the  board  of  overfeers. 

14.  In  1650  the  college  received  its  firft 
charter  from  the  general  court,  appointing  a 
corporation,  confining  of  feven  perfbns,  viz.  a 
prelident,  five  fellows,  and  a  treafurer,  to  have 
perpetual  fucceflion  by  election  to  their  of- 
fices. Their  ftyle  is,  "  The  Prelident  and 
E  Fellows 

*  Hubbard,  p.  \i.  +  Neal,  vol.  i.  p.  202. 
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Fellows  of  Harvard  College."  To  this  body 
were  fubmitted  all  the  affairs  of  the  college, 
and  they  have  the  care  of  all  donations  and 
bequefts  to  the  inftitution.  After  this  charter 
was  granted,  the  board  of  overfeers  continued 
a  diftincl:  branch  of  the  government  ;  and  thefe 
two  bodies  form  the  legiflature  of  the  college.* 

15.  In  the  mean  time  the  New-England  colo- 
nies were  rapidly  increafmg,and  newfettlements 
continually  formed.  In  1637  the  town  of 
Dedham  was  incorporated,  and  Medfield  in 
1650  made  a  townfhip.  f  New  townfhips 
were  alfo  formed,  and  churches  gathered  in 
the  other  colonies. 

16.  Four  diftincl;  governments,  (including 
one  at  Kittery,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river) 
were  formed  on  the  feveral  branches  of  Pifcat- 
aqua.  Thefe  being  only  voluntary  aifociations, 
and  liable  to  be  broken  or  fubdivided  on  the 
firft  popular  difcontent,  there  could  be  no  fafe- 
ty  in  their  continuance.  The  moil  confiderate 
among  them  advifed  to  apply  to  MafTachufetts, 
and  folicit  their  protection.  The  following 
year  the  fettlements  voluntarily  fubmitted 
themfelves  to  the  jurifdiction  of  that  govern- 
ment, upon  condition  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges.  An  union  having  been  form- 
ed between  the  fettlements  on  the  Pifcataqua, 
and  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts,  their  hiftory 
for  the  fucceeding  forty  years  is  in  a  great 
meafure  blended. 

17.     In 

*  Morfc's  Geography,  vol,  i,  p.  416. 
f  Bclknajj,  vol.  i,  p.  54, 
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17-  In  the  year  1641  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges 
rporated  the  plantation  of  Gorgiana  into 
a  city,  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor  and  eight 
aldermen  ;  his  coufin,  Thomas  Gorges,  was 
appointed  mayor  of  the  city,  but  had  no  fuc- 
cefibr  in  the  office.  The  civil  diffenfions  in 
Engfcmd,  with  the  iubfequent  events,  obliged 
^Sflftrdinando  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  ob- 
taining a  general  government  over  the  colo- 
nies. He  had  ever  been  a  firm  royalift,  and 
engaged  perfonally  in  the  fervice  of  the  crown, 
till  his  own  ruin  was  involved  in  that  of  the 
royal  caufe  which  he  efpoufed.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  civil  wars,  Gorges  neg~ 
ie&ed  the  concerns  of  his  plantation.  The 
towns  in  the  province  of  Maine  fell  into  a  ftate 
of  confufion.  Moft  of  the  commiffioners  who 
had  been  appointed  to  govern  the  province, 
deferted  it  ;  and  the  remaining  inhabitants 
were,  in  1649,  obliged  to  combine  for  their 
own  fecurity.* 

18.  The  colony  of  MafTachufetts  embraced 
this  opportunity  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to 
fubmit  to  their  jurifdiction  ;  and  as  an  encour- 
agement to  this  meafure,  admitted  them  to  be 
freemen  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
without  requiring  them  to  be  of  the  commun- 
ion of  any  church.  After  this  province  had 
lubmitted  to  MafTachufetts,  in  1652  it  was 
made  a  county  by  the  name  of  Yorkmire,  and 
the  towns  fent  reprefentatives  to  the  general 
court  at  Bolton.      Though  the  meafure  was 

ftrenuoufly 

*  Sullivan's  hiftory  of  the  Diftritt  of  Maine,  p.  238. 
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ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  fome  men  of  eminence 
among  them,  the  people  in  general  were  con- 
tented, and  derived  conliderable  advantages 
from  the  new  arrangement. 

1642  i9.  So  great  was  the  diligence  and  induf- 
try  of  the  New-England  planters,  that  they  had 
already  fettled  fifty  towns  and  villages,  erected 
between  thirty  and  forty  churches,  and  a  larger 
number  of  parfonage  houfes.  They  had  built 
a  caftle,  forts,  prifons,  &c  and  had  founded  a 
college,  all  at  their  own  expenfe.  They  had 
furniihed  themfelves  with  comfortable  dwell- 
ing-houfes,  had  laid  out  gardens,  orchards, 
corn-fields,  paftures,  and  meadows,  and  lived 
under  the  regular  adminiftration  of  their  own 
government  and  laws. 

20.  The  population  of  the  country  increaf- 
ed  v/ith  fuch  rapidity,  that  it  was  time  to  take 
pofTeflion  of  theiflands  upon  the  coaft.  Mr.  May- 
hew  having  obtained  a  grant  of  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, Nantucket,  and  Elizabeth's  Hies,  fettled 
his  fon  in  the  former  of  thefe  iflands,  with  a 
fmall  number  of  planters.  The  civil  wars 
which  raged  in  England  at  this  period,  retard- 
ed for  a  time  the  farther  increale  of  the  colo- 
nies. Though  the  fettlers  of  New-England 
were  on  the  parliament  fide,  their  fituation 
precluded  them  from  taking  an  active  part. 
As  diftant  fpectators  they  beheld  their  native 
country  involved  in  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
while  they  enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  peace  and 
plenty  in  their  American  afylum.* 

1645      21.     The  affairs  of  New-England  were,  at 

*Neal,  vol.  i.  p.  118.  tins 
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this  period,  in  fo  flourifliing  a  fituation,  that 
the  people  were  intoxicated  with  profperity, 
and  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  threatened  their 
ruin.  In  fome  of  the  internal  divifions  which  1638 
agitated  MaiTachufetts,  Mr.  Winthrop  was 
charged,  while  deputy-governour,  with  fome 
arbitrary  conduct.  He  defended  himfelf  at  the 
bar,  in  the  prefence  of  a  van:  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple, and  having  been  honourably  acquitted, 
addreiTed  them  afterwards  from  the  bench,* 
in  a  fpeech  which  has  been  faid  "  to  equal  any 
thing  in  antiquity,  whether  we  confider  it  as 
coming  from  a  philofopher  or  a  magiftrate."  f 
22.  The  following  extract  from  governour ' 
Winthrop's  addrefs  tends  to  illuftrate.  the  po- 
litical opinions  of  that  day.  "  The  queftions," 
faid  he,  "  which  have  troubled  the  country  of: 
late,  have  been  about  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
giftrate, and  the  liberty  of  the  people.  Magis- 
tracy is  certainly  an  appointment  of  God,  and 
I  intreat  you  to  confider  that  you  choofe  your 
rulers  from  among  yourfelves,  and  that  we 
take  an  oath  to  govern  you  according  to  God's/ 
laws,  and  the  laws  of  our  country,  to  the  befc 
of  our  fkill ;  if  we  commit  errours,  not  willing- 
ly, but  for  want  of  ability,  you  ought  to  bear 
with  us.  Nor  would  I  have  you  miftake  your 
own  liberty.  There  is  a  liberty  in  doing 
what  we  lift,  without  regard  to  law  or  juftice  y 
this  liberty  is  indeed  inconfiftent  with  authori- 
ty ;  but  civil,  moral,  federal  liberty,  confiits  in 
every  one's  enjoying  his  property,  and  having. 
"  E  2  the 

*  Walhington's  Life,  i  Uiuverfal  Itiftoryi 
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the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  this 
is  what  you  ought  to  contend  for  with  the 
hazard  of  your  lives  ;  but  this  is  very  confift- 
ent  with  a  due  fubjection  to  the  civil  magif- 
trate,  and  paying  him  that  refpect  which  his 
character  requires/' 

23.  This  excellent  addrefs  was  of  equal 
benefit  to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Winthrop, 
and  the  peace  of  the  colony.  It  fettled  him 
firmly  in  the  eiteem  and  the  affections  of  the 
people,  and  the  general  court  ;  and  by  his 
well  timed  condefcenfion,  he  became  more 
powerful  than  ever.  New-England  was  at 
this  period  in  a  Hate  of  perfect  tranquillity,, 
which  was  ufed  for  the  converiion  of  the 
Indians,  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  in 
the  fubfequent  chapter. 

24.  From  the  facts  related  in  this  chapter, 
we  learn,  that  one  prominent  trait  in  the 
character  of  our  anceftors,  was  the  attention 
they  paid  to  the  education  of  the  rifing  gene- 
ration. "  They  were,"  fays  an  eminent  au- 
thor, "  convinced  by  their  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  derived  from  hiftory  and  their  own 
experience,  that  nothing  could  preferve  their 
pofterity  from  the  encroachments  of  tyranny, 
but  knowledge  diffufed  generally  through  the 
whole  body  of  the  people.  Their  civil  and 
religious  principles  therefore  confpired  to 
prompt  them  to  ufe  every  meafure,  and  take 
every  precaution  in  their  power,  to  propagate 
and  perpetuate  knowledge/' 

25.     The 
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25.  The  object  of  our  anceftors  in  found- 
ing a  college  was  to  enlift  fcience  and  religion 
under  the  fame  banners,  to  guard  againft  the 
difadvantage  of  an  illiterate  miniftry,  and  to 
qualify  their  fons  to  act  their  part  wel35 
in  whatever  profeflion  they  might  engage* 
Let  us  of  the  prefent  age  be  inftructed  by 
their  example,  to  guard  againft  the  prejudices  of 
ignorance,  and  under  their  wife  inftitutions,  im- 
proved as  they  have  been  by  fucceeding  gene- 
rations, let  us  be  careful  to  acquire  a  compe- 
tent fund  of  information  for  the  correct 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  our  refpective  fitua- 
tions  in  fociety.  Young  people  have  the  weight- 
ier motives  to  ftimulate  them  to  the  acquiiition 
of  knowledge.  It  tends  to  make  them  more 
ufeful  in  the  world,  to  enlighten  them  in  the 
paths  of  virtue,  and  by  expanding  their  minds 
to  render  them  more  capable  of  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  heavenly  ftate. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


Of  the  Natives  of  New-England \  and  their  Conver- 
fion  to  Chriftianity  by  Rev.  Mr,  Eliot.  A  Soci- 
ety is  ejlabli/hed  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel  in 
Nezv-England.  The  Town  of  Natick  built. 
An  Indian  Church  formed,  Converfjon  of  the 
Indians  at  Martha9 s  Vineyard,  and  at  Plymouth. 
Number  of  Indian  Churches,  Of  the  Synod 
held  at  Cambridge,  and  their  Platform  of 
.  Church  Difcipline,- 


,w, 


HEN  the  European  adventurers 
firft  fettled  in  New-England,  the  natives  were 
a  wild  and  lavage  people.  Their  mental  pow- 
ers were  wholly  uncultivated  ;  and  they  were 
immerfed  in  the  thickeft  gloom  of  ignorance 
and  fuperftition. 

2,  Their  religious  ideas  were  extremely 
weak  and  confufed.  They  admitted  however 
of  the  exiftence  of  one  Supreme  Being,  whom 
they  denominated  the  great  fpirit,  the  great 
man  above,  and  appeared  to  have  fome  general 
but  very  obfeure  ideas  of  his  government, 
providence,  univepfal  power,  and  dominion. 
They  believed  him  to  be  a  good  being,  and 
paid  a  fort  of  acknowledgement  to  him  for 
plenty,  victory,  and  other  benefits. 

3.  But  there  is  another  power,  which  they 
called  Hobomocho,  in-Englilh  the  devil,  of  whom 

thev 
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they  ftood   in   greater   awe,   and   worfliiped 
merely  from  a  principle  of  fear. 

4.  The  immortality  of  the  foul  was  uni- 
verfally  believed  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
Hence  it  was  their  general  cuftom  to  bury 
with  the  dead  their  bows,  arrows,  fpears,  and 
fbme  venifon  which  they  fuppofed  would  be 
beneficial  to  them  in  a  future  itate. 

5.  They  believed  in  a  number  of  fubordi- 
nate  deities.  Their  priefts  began  and  dictated 
their  religious  worlhip,  and  the  people  joined 
alternately  in  a  laborious  exercife,  'till  they 
were  extremely  fatigued,  and  the  priefts  ex- 
haufted  even  to  fainting.  They  had  neither 
temples,  altars,  nor  any  fixed  feafons  fordevo-- 
tional  exercifes. 

6.  One  of  the  prominent  traits  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  Indians,  is  an  unextinguiftiable 
thirft  for  revenge.  In  war,  "  the  manly  de- 
fence of  an  enemy  infpires  only  revenge,  and 
bravery  conquered  mares  the  fame  fate  with 
timid  refinance."  The  miferies  they  inflict  on 
their  unfortunate  captives  exhibit  a  dreadful 
picture  of  the  favage  ferocity  of  which  human 
nature  is  capable.* 

7.  The  planters  of  New-England  were  af- 
fiduoufly  engaged  in  endeavouring  their  con- 
verfion  to  chriftianity.  This  was  one  of 
the  obligations  of  their  patent,  and  one  of 
the  profeiTed  deiigns  of  their  fettlement. 
Among  thofe,  who  exerted  themfelves  with 

the 

*  See  Weal's  hiftory  cf  New-England,  and  Roger  Williams5 Key 
to  the  Language  of  the  Indians  in  New-Eng'and.  ■ 
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the  greateft  energy  in  this  work,  Rev.  John 
Eliot,  of  Roxbury,  claims  a  difting aimed  rank  ; 
and  he  was  ftylecf  the  apoftle  of  the  American 
Indians. 

8.  In  order  to  profecute  this  benevolent  de- 
iign,  he  applied  himfelf  with  perfevering  dili- 
gence to  ftudying  the  Indian  language,  and  be- 
came fo  complete  a  mafter  of  it,  as  to  publiflr 
an  Indian  grammar.  Thus  prepared  he  began 
on  the  28th  of  October  to  inftruct  the  natives 
in  the  chriftian  religion  at  Nonantum,  which 
at  prefent  is  included  in  the  town  of  Newton. 
The  Indians  welcomed  his  arrival,  heard  him 
with  attention,  and  afked  a  variety  of  ques- 
tions refpect.ing  the  important  Subjects  of  his 
difcourSe,- 

9.  Encouraged  by  this  favourable  recep- 
tion, Mr.  Eliot  exhibited  his  difinterefted  con- 
cern for  their  Salvation,  by  frequently  preach- 
ing to  the  different  tribes  by  framing  catechifms 
in  their  dialect,  to  initruct  them  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  by  endeavouring 
to  civilize  their  manners  ;  by  procuring  the 
eftablHhment  of  fchools  ;  and  by  Supplying 
them  with  Suitable  School-books,  which  he 
tranflated  into  their  language.* 

10.  In  his  minifterial  capacity  he  travelled 
through  all  parts  o-f  Plymouth  and  MafTachu- 
fetts,  as  far  as  Cape  Cod.  In  thefe  fatiguing 
??>xurfions  he  Suffered  innumerable  inSults  ; 
and  his  life  was  in  continual  danger  from  the 
inveterate  enmity  of  the  Indian  princes  and 

pritfts 

*  Mather,  p.  197. 
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priefts,  who  would  undoubtedly  have  effected 
his  deftruction,  if  they  had  not  been  awed  by 
the  power  of  the  Engliih  colonies. 

11.  Notwithftandins;  various  difcourag*e- 
ments,  the  chriftian  religion  fpread  both  in 
Maffachufetts  and  Plymouth.  The  new  con- 
verts, who  were  diftinguimed  by  the  name  of* 
the  praying  Indians,  after  they  renounced  pa- 
ganifm,  abandoned  their  favage  way  of  living, 
and  imitated  the  habits  and  manners  of  their 
civilized  neighbours.* 

12.  After  Mr.  Eliot  had  continued  his  be- 
nevolent labours  feveral  years,  certain  pious 
people  in  England  aflifted  him  by  their  gener- 
ous donations.  And  in  1649  the  Britim  par- 
liament palTed  an  act  incorporating  a  number 
of  perfons,  by  the  name  of  the  "  Prefident 
and  Society  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  New- 
England,"  empowering  them  to  receive  fuch 
fums  of  money  as  could  be  collected  by  the 
liberality  of  thofe  who  were  interefted  in  pro- 
moting the  converiion  of  the  Indians.  By  au- 
thority of  this  act  fo  large  a  collection  was 
made  in  all  tke  parifhes  in  England,  that  the 
fociety  wrere  enabled  to  purchaie  an  eftate  in 
land  of  between  five  and  fix  hundred  pounds 
a  year. 

13.  Upon  the  restoration  of  king  Charles 
2d.  they  folicited  and  obtained  a  new  charter, 
by  which  they  were  made  a  body  corporate, 
and  empowered  to  appoint  commiflloners  re- 
fiding  in  New-England,  to  tranfac!  affairs  rc^ 
lating  to  the  benevolent  defign   of  converting 

*  Gookin's  Historical  Colleaionj,  the 
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the  Indians.  The  charter  fubftituted  a  gover- 
nour  for  a  prefident,  and  the  hon.  Robert  Boyle 
was  elected  to  that  office. 

14.  In  1650  the  corporation  were  at  the 
expenfe  of  erecting  another  building  near  the 
former  college,  in  order  to  give  the  Indians 
a  liberal  education.  But  though  a  few  of  them 
were  there  educated,  yet  it  was  found  imprac- 
ticable to  perfuacle  the  Indian  youth  to  a  love 
of  literature. 

15.  This  year  a  number  of  Mr.  Eliot's  con- 
verts united,  and  built  a  town  which  they  called 
Natick.  Having  formed  a  fettlement  and  ef- 
tablifhed  a  civil  government,  they  were  at 
length,  after  a  ftricl  examination,  formed  into 
a  regular  church.  Several  other  fbcieties  of 
praying  Indians  were  alfo  formed  in  the  colony 
of  Maffachufetts.  And  in  1664,  Mr.  Eliot  ac- 
compliflied  the  arduous  work  of  tr an  Hating 
the  bible  into  the  Indian  language.  His  difin- 
terefted  labours  rendered  him  highly  venerated 
and  beloved  by  the  new  converts. 

16.  While  Mr.  Eliot  was  converting  the 
Indians  within  the  jurifcliclion  of  Maflachufetts, 
Mr.  Mayhew  who  had  obtained  a  grant  of  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  and  his  fon  a  clergyman  of  dif- 
tinguiihed  piety,  were  promoting  the  fame  be- 
nevolent defign  in  that  place,  and  in  Nantucket 
and  Elizabeth's  Iffes.  The  firfl  convert  to 
chrifdanity  in  Martha's  Vineyard  was  one  Hi- 
acccmes,  a  man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age. 
His  religion  expofed  him  to  the  contempt  of 
his  countrymen,  till,  in  the  year  1645,  a  general 

ficknefs 


Eijlory    of  New-England.  61 

ficknefs  prevailed  in  the  ifland,  from  which 
Hiaccomes  and  his  family  were  exempted.  The 
Indians  were  induced  by  the  event  to  alter  their 
conduct,  and  a  number  of  them  requefted  Hiac- 
comes to  initrucl:  them  in  the  chriflian  religion, 

17.  Some  time  after,  the  fachem  fent  for 
Mr.  Mayhew,  and  requefted  him,  in  his  own, 
and  in  his  people's  names,  to  teach  them  the 
principles  of  chriftianity,  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage. Mr.  Mayhew  readily  complied,  and  his 
labours  were  crowned  with  great  fuccefs.* 

1 8.  He  purfued  his  defign  with  unwearied 
application,  for  ten  or  fourteen  years;  till  at 
length,  intending  a  fliort  voyage  to  England, 
.he  failed  in  1657  ;  but  the  fhip  and  paflengers 
were  loft.  His  death  was  exceedingly  lament- 
ed by  his  converts.  In  1684  the  Indians  had 
ten  ftated  places  for  public  v/orfhip  in  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard.* 

19.  Mr.  Roger  Williams  endeavoured  to 
convert  the  natives  of  Rhode-Iiland  to  the 
chriftian  religion  ;  but  his  exertions  were  in 
general  fruftrated.  The  labours  alfo  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Fitch,  among  the  Connecticut  Indians, 
were  not  attended  with  the  defired  fuccefs. 

20.  Mr.  Richard  Bourne  preached  the  gof- 
pel  to  the  Indians  at  Plymouth  ;  and  was  in- 
ftrumental  in  converting  large  numbers.  In 
1684  the  praying  Indians  in  this  colony  had 
ten  worfhiping  aflemblies  ;  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  the  number  of  individuals  was  com- 
puted to  be  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine^ 
befides  children  under  twelve  years  of  age.* 

F  21.     A  letter 

*  M^yhcw's  letter  to  the  Corporation,  1631. 
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21.  A  letter  of  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  to 
Dr.  Leufden,  of  Utrecht,  dated  1687,  gives 
an  idea  of  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  among 
the  Indians  for  twenty  years.  In  this  letter 
he  fays,  that  "  there  are  fix  churches  of  bap- 
tifed  Indians  in  New-England,  and  twelve  af- 
femblies  of  catechumens.  There  are  twenty- 
four  Indian  preachers,  and  four  Englifh  minif- 
ters  who  preach  in  the  Indian  language." 

22.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  afferts,  that  in  the 
year  1695,  there  were  three  thoufand  adult 
Indians  converted  in  the  iflands  of  Martha's 
Vineyard  and  Nantucket.  That  there  were 
three  churches  in  Nantucket,  and  five  conftant 
aifemblies.  That  in  Maflachufetts  alone,  there 
were  above  thirty  Indian  congregations,  and 
more  than  three  thoufand  converts  ;  and  that 
their  numbers  were  very  co»fiderable  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

23.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  chriftian 
Indians  returned  to  paganifm,  but  that  they 
gradually  wafted  away,  till  at  length  they  be- 
came almoft  extinct. 

24.  The  ignorance  and  darknefs  of  the  na- 
tives of  New-England,  and  the  favage  ferocity 
of  their  character  teach  us  duly  to  appreciate 
the  ineftimable  advantage  of  being  educated 
and  early  inftru&ed  in  the  chriftian  religion. 
The  fpirit  of  revenge,  which  education  and 
habit  confpire  to  ftrengthen  in  the  favage  ftate, 
is  productive  of  the  moft  pernicious  effects  in 
fociety  ;  and  exhibits  in  a  ftriking  manner  the 
inconceivable  degree  of  barbarity  of  which  hu- 
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man  nature  is  capable,  when  deflitute  of  the 
refinements  of  polifhed  fociety,  and  the  re- 
ftraints  of  reafon  and  religion.  Chriftianity 
has  civilized  the  world,  heightened  the  human 
intellects,  foftened  the  ferocity  of  war,  taught 
us  companion  towards  our  enemies,  and 
ftrengthened  every  focial  tie.  Such  are  its  ad- 
•  iges  with  refpecb  to  this  ftate,  which,  how- 
ever great,  are  fmall  when  compared  with  thofe 
which  regard  futurity.  "  Life  and  immortal- 
ity are  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel."  That 
divine  religion,  which  regulates  our  conduct, 
and  promotes  our  happinefs  in  this  world,  ex- 
alts us  to  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  and  un- 
clouded felicity  in  the  heavenly  ftate. 


CHAPTER    VII. 

The  New-England  Churches  convene  a  Synod. 
Their  Platform  of  Ghitrch  Government.  The 
Colonies  efablifj  a  Code  cf  Laws.  Death  and 
Characler  of  Governour  Winthrop.  Perfecution 
of  the  Baptijis  and  Quakers.  Four  Quakers 
put  to  death  in  Bofion.  King  Charles  2d.  puts 
a  flop  to  the  Execution  of  thefe  fanguinary  Laws. 

1.      1  HE    religious  inhabitants   of   New- 
England  were  felicitous  to  eftablifli  the  faitli 

and 


64*  Hi/lory  of  New-England. 

and  order  of  their  churches  upon  what  they  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  fcripture  foundation.  For  this 
purpofe  a  fynod  convened  at  Cambridge  in  1 648r 
which,  having  adopted  the  confeffion  of  faith 
publifhed  by  the  aftembly  of  divines  at  Weit- 
minfter,  chofe  three  celebrated  clergymen  to 
form  feparately  a  plan  of  church  government* 
Thefe  performances  were  prefented  to  the  fynod 
for  their  revifion  and  correction,  and  from 
thence  the  Cambridge  platform  was  collected, 
which  being  approved  by  the  majority  of  the 
fynod,  was  recommended  to  the  general 
court  and  to  the  churches.* 

2.  The  fundamental  article  in  this  plat- 
form, is,  that  each  particular  church  has  au- 
thority from  Chrift,  for  exercifmg  government 
and  enjoying  all  the  ordinances  of  worfhip 
within  itfelf.  Ecclefiaftical  councils  were  to 
be  convoked  for  advice  on  emergent  occafions. 
It  was  alfo  maintained  in  the  platform,  that 
the  offices  of  paftors,  teachers,  and  ruling  elders 
were  diflincl.  Paftors  were  to  attend  to  ex- 
hortation, and  teachers  to  doctrine  ;  yet  both 
were  to  adminifter  ordinances.  Ruling  elders 
were,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  affift  the  paftors 
and  teachers  in  the  difcipline  of  the  church. 

3.  While  the  colonies  were  increafing  in 
numbers  and  fettlements,  regular  codes  of  laws 
were  neceilary  for  the  advancement,  order,  and 
happinefs  of  their  refpective  jurifdiclrions.  At 
a  general  court  in  New-Haven,  the  5th  of 
April,  1643,  considerable  progrefs  was  raade  in 

the 
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the  laws  of  that  colony.  Deputies  were  fent 
to  the  general  court,  and  an  addition  was  made 
to  the  number  of  magistrates. 

4.  In  1647  the  general  aiTembly  of  the 
province  of  Rhode-Ifland  eitabliihed  a  code  of 
laws,  agreeable  to  the  EngliSh  Statutes,  and 
erected  a  form  of  civil  government  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  thofe  laws,  and  for  enading 
fuch  others  as  mould  be  found  neceSTary.  The 
fupreme  power  was  veiled  in  the  people  aSTem- 
bled  ;  a  court  of  commiflioners,.  confifting  of 
fix  perfons  chofen  from  four  towns  in  Rhode- 
Ifland,  had  the  legiilative  authority, 

5.  The  following  year  the  colony  of  Maffa-  164S 
chufetts  firft  published  its   code   of  laws.     At 

the  requeft  of  the  general  court,  Rev.  John 
Cotton  had  compiled  a  fyflem,  founded  chiefly 
on  the  laws  of  Mofes..  which  was  publiihed  in 
London,  1645,  This  abftraci  was  considered - 
by  the  legiilative  body  as  the  general  Standard, 
though  they  never  formally  adopted  it,  and 
even  varied  from  it  in  many  infbnces.  They 
profeifed  to  follow  Mofes'  plan,  fo  fat  only  as 
it  was  of  a,,  moral  nature,  and  obligatory  on  all 
mankind,* 

6.  At  the  feSiion  of  the  general   court  of  164& 
Connecticut,  a  code   of  laws  was   eftablifhed, 

and  this  colony  had  the  appearance  of  a  well* 
regulated  commonwealth.  Until  this  time 
punifhments,  in  many  inStances,  had  been  left 
wholly  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court.  But 
from  this  period,  the  laws  in  general  became 
F  2  fixed 

*  See  Hutcbinfcn's  colleflion  of  papeTs,  p.  i§l, 
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fixed,  and  the  pumfhments  of  particular  crimes 
were  fpecified,  fo  that  delinquents  might  know 
what  to  expedt,  when  they  had  the  temerity 
to  tranfgreis. 

7.  The  celebrated  John  Winthrop,  efq.  died 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  aged  63.  His  death  was 
greatly  lamented  in  Maffachufetts,  and  he  was 
ityled  the  father  of  the  colony.  He  was  educated 
in  the  profeilion  of  the  law,  in  which  he  was  emi- 
nent for  his  abilities  and  integrity.  The  high 
place  he  held  in  the  public  efteem  was  evinced  by 
his  being  appointed  ajuftice  of  the  peace  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  When  a  number  of  influen- 
tial characters  formed  the  defign  of  removing 
to  New-England,  he  put  himf elf  at  the  head  of 
the. undertaking,  and  devoted  his  eftate  and 
ftrength  to  the  public  fervice.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Maffachufetts  manifcfted  their  high 
fenfe  of  his  worth,  by  chcofmg  him  eleven 
times  fuccemVely  to  be  their  governour.  Pru- 
dence and  juftice  marked  his  conduct  in  that 
Ration.  He  was  diftinguifhed  for  temperance^ 
frugality,  and  economy  ;  and  ever  exhibited  a 
fupreme  regard  for  religion*  The  only  errour, 
which  has  been  charged  upon  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  refulted  from  his  maintaining  the  neceflity 
of  ufing  coerfive  meafures  in  religion.  How- 
ever, he  finally  rofe  fuperiour  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  in  his  dying 
moments  feelingly  regretted  that  his  conduct 
had  been  tinged  with  the  fpirit  of  religious  in- 
tolerance** 

8.     The 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  I.  p.  l$i. 
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8.  The  fatal  effects,  which  were  produced 
by  enforcing  uniformity  in  religious  worfhipr 
are  now  to  be  related  This  year  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  adopted  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  baptifts,  withdrew  from  the  ef- 
tablifhed  worfhip,  and  fat  up  a  feparate  meet- 
ing, Upon  which  Mr.  Obadiah  Holmes,  one 
of  the  principal  diflenters,  was  firft  admonifh- 
ed,  and  afterwards  excommunicated  by  Rev,. 
Mr.  Newman,  minifter  of  that  town.  Imme- 
diately after,  he  and  two  of  his  affociates  were 
cited  to  appear  before  the  court  at  Plymouth  *r 
by  which  they  were  ordered  to  defift  from 
their  feparation,  and  neither  to  ordain  officers., 
adminifter  the  facraments,  nor  affemble  for 
public  worfhip.  They  viewed  thefe  reftric~ 
tions  as  arbitrary  violations  of  their  chriftian 
liberty  ;  and  refolved  to  act  agreeably  to  the 
conviction  of  their  confciences.  * 

9.  After  remonftrances  and  threate  nings  were 
found  to  be  ineffectual,  the  baptifts  were  fined 
and  imprifoned,  and  even  expofed  to  corporeal 
punifhment.  A  law  alfo  was  enacted  by  the 
general  court  of  MafTachufetts,  by  which  upon 
their  perfifting  in  avowing  their  opinions,  and 
endeavouring  to  make  profelytes,  they  were 
fentenced  to  banifhment.  But  neither  this 
nor  other  fevere  penal  laws,  made  againft  fec- 
taries,  could  prevent  the  increafe  of  this  de- 
nomination. * 

10.    After  the  fettlers  of  New-England  had 

exerted 
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exerted  themfelves  to  fupprefs  the  bap  tills, 
they  exhibited  fimilar  intolerant  principles  in 
their  behaviour  to  the  quakers.  The  firft  of 
this  fociety  who  came  into  MafTachufetts  were 
Mary  Fifher  and  Anna  Auftin,  who  arrived 
1656  from  Barbadoes,  the  beginning  of  July.  The 
books  which  thefe  women  brought  over  were 
burnt  by  the  common  executioner,  and  they 
were  committed  to  prifon  by  the  deputy-go v- 
ernour,  and,  after  about  live  weeks'  confine- 
ment, were  lent  back  to  Barbadoes. 

11.  Soon  after  their  departure,  eight  others 
of  the  fame  perfuafion  arrived  in  Bolton.  Af- 
ter fome  examination  they  were  fentenced  to 
banilhment,  and  to  be  detained  in  prifon  until 
they  could  be  conveyed  out  of  the  colony. 
They  were  imprifoned  about  eleven  weeks  ; 
during  which  time  a  law  was  enacted,  which 
prohibited  all  mailers  of  vefiels  from  bringing 
any  quakers  into  the  jurifdiction  of  MafTachu- 
fetts, under  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
and  imprisonment  until  payment  thereof  was 
made.  It  alfo  decreed  that  any  quaker  coming 
into  the  country  fhould  be  committed  to  the 
houfe  of  correction*  feverely  whipped,  con- 
ftantly  kept  to  hard  labour,  and  debarred  from 
all  inter courfe  with  any  perfon  whatever. 

12.  This  act,  and  the  banilhment  of  the 
quakers,  proving  infufficient,  other  fanguinary 
laws  were  enacted,  fuch  as  cutting  off  the 
ears,  and  boring  the  tongues  with  a  hot  iron. 
Through  a  miftaken  zeal  to  extirpate  herefy, 
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thefe  laws  were  in  various  inftances  put  in  ex- 
ecution.* 

13.  The  feverity  with  which  this  denomi- 
nation was  treated,  appeared  rather  to  invite 
than  to  deter  them  from  flocking  to  the  col- 
ony. The  perfecution  exercifed  againft  them 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  increafe  their  num- 
bers. People  firft  compailionated  their  fuffer- 
ings,  admired  the  fortitude  with  which  they 
endured  them,  and  from  thefe  caufes  were  in- 
duced to  examine  and  embrace  their  fenti- 
ments. 

14.  Large  numbers  in  Bofton,  Salem,  and 
other,  places  joined  this  fociety.  Their  rapid 
increafe  induced  the  magiftrates  to  refort  to- 
the  laft  extremity,  and  to  enact  a  law  to  ban- 
ifh  them  upon  pain  of  death.  Accordingly 
four  quakers  were  executed  in  Boflon  the  fol- 
lowing year..  Great  opposition  being  made  to 
this  law,  it  was  pafled  only  by  a  majority  of 
one  perfon.  f 

15.  The  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut., 
and  New-Haven  copied  after  MafTachufetts  in 
their  treatment  of  the  quakers,  but  did  not 
carry  their  feverity  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  put 
any  of  them  to  death. 

16.  Thefe  unhappy  difturbances  continued 
till  the  friends  of  the  quakers  in  England  in- 
terpofed,  and  obtained  an  order  from  king 
Charles  2d.  requiring  that  a  ftop  mould  be  put 
to  all  capital  or  corporeal  punnnment  of  his 
fubje&s  called  quakers.  This  occafioned  a  re- 
peal 

*  Hiflory  of  the  Quakers.  t  Hutchinfon.  vol,  i.  p.  138. 
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peal  of  the  cruel  laws  which  had  been  enacted 
againft  them. 

1 7.  To  us  who  live  in  an  enlightened  age, 
where  the  principles  of  religious  toleration  are 
clearly  underftood,  the  conduct  of  the  early 
fettlers  of  New-England  muft  appear  truly  af- 
tcniming  ;  and  we  may  be  led  to  afperfe  them 
with  unmerited  cenfure.  In  reviewing  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  have  appeared  on  the 
theatre  of  life  before  us,  we  ought  ever  to  con- 
fider  the  influence  which  the  prevailing  prejudi- 
ces of  the  age  in  which  they  lived  muft  natural- 
ly have  had  upon  their  minds.  It  was  late 
before  the  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  confcience 
were  known  by  any  party  of  chriftians.  The 
bloody  perfecutions  in  the  annals  of  popery 
fill  the  mind  with  horrour  ;  and  we  find  traits 
of  the  fame  intolerant  fpirit  in  the  conduct  of 
the  reformers. 

18.  The  church  of  England,  by  enforc- 
ing uniformity  in  religion,  had  driven  the 
puritans  to  feek  an  afylum  in  the  new  world, 
where,  after  fulfering  various  hardftiips,  they 
had  eftablifhed  a  religious  fyftcm  to  which 
they  were  firmly  attached.  Influenced  by  the 
prejudices  of  education,  they  considered  it  as  a 
duty  to  fupprefs  thofe  religious  tenets  which 
they  fuppofed  diametrically  oppofed  to  chrift- 
ianity,  and  fubverfive  of  the  peace  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  newly  eftablifhed  colonies.  The 
principles  they  had  imbibed  appeared  to  them 
in  a  light  fo  important,  that  they  took  every 

precaution 
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precaution  to  trarnmit  them  pure  and  uncor- 
rupted  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

19.  A  review  of  the  diftreiling  fcenes, 
which  perfecution  has  .  occafioned  both  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  ought  to  infpire  our  minds 
with  the  moft  lively  gratitude  to  divine  prov- 
idence for  the  entire  liberty  of  confcience, 
which  is  at  prefent  enjoyed  by  each  individual 
irate,  and  which  conftitutes  a  diftinguifhed  ex- 
cellence in  the  federal  conflitution. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

The  Colonies  congratulate  King  Charles  II.  on  his 
Restoration.  Of  the  third  Synod  in  Ncw-Eng-  ' 
land.  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  are  united 
by  a  Charter.  Of  the  Charter  granted  to  Rhode- 
Ifland.  Four  Commiffioners  fent  to  'New-England 
by  the  King. 

1.  S  OON  after  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II. 
the  general  court  of  MalTachufetts  difpatched  i§qi 
Simon  Bradftreet,  efq.  and  Rev.  John  Norton, 
with  a  loyal  addrefs  of  congratulation  to  his 
rnajefty,  in  which  they  endeavoured  to  juftify 
the  conduct  of  the  colony,  and  petitioned  for 
the  continuance  of  their  civil  and  religious 
privileges.  The  receptian  of  the  agents  was 
favourable,  and  they  returned  next  autumn 
with  the  king's  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  in 

v/hich 
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which  he  confirmed  the  charter,  and  promifed 
to  renew  it  under  the  great  feal.  He  alfo 
granted  pardon  to  his  fubjeclis  for  all  treafons 
committed  during  the  late  troubles,  thofe 
•only  excepted  who  were  attainted  by  act,  of 
parliament. 

2.  The  king  however  required  that  the 
general  court  mould  review  its  ordinances,  and 
repeal  fuch  as  were  repugnant  to  the  royal 
authority  ;  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  fhould 
be  duly  adminiitered  to  every  perfon,  that 
juftice  mould  be  adminiftered  in  his  name  ; 
that  all  who  defired  it  mould  be  permitted  to 
ufe  the  book  of  common  prayer,  and  perform 
their  devotions  according  to  the  ceremonies 
of  the  church  of  England  ;  and  that  free- 
holders of  competent  eftate,  not  vicious,  ihould 
'be  allowed  to  vote  in  the  election  of  officers 
civil  and  military,  though  of  different  perfua- 
lions  refpecting  church  government  ;  and 
finally  that  this  letter  ihould  be  publifhed.  * 

3.  Many  of  the  requifites  contained  in  -the 
king's  letter  were  exceedingly  difagreeable  to 
our  anceftors.  And  at  this  fefiion  of  the  gen- 
eral court  the  only  compliance  with  his  orders, 
except  publiihing  his  letter,  was  giving  direc- 
tions that  all  writs,  proceffes,  &c.  ihould  be  in 
his  majefty's  name.  A  committee  was  after- 
wards appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of 
conforming  to  the  other  particulars,  and  lib- 
erty was  given  to  the  clergy  and  other  inhabi- 
tants to  tranfmit  their  opinions. 

4.     While 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  i,  p.  ft  19, 
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4.  Whilft  the  colonies  were  alarmed  with 
apprehenfions  for  their  civil  liberties,  their 
churches  were  agitated  by  religious  controver- 
sies. Great  debates  arofe  among  the  clergy, 
concerning  the  right  of  grand  children  of 
church  members  to  the  facrament  of  baptifm, 
whofe  immediate  parents  had  not  entered  into 
the  communion.  This  difpute  commenced  in 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  fpread  with 
rapidity  through  New-England.  * 

5.  In  order  to  fettle  the  controverted 
points,  the  general  court  of  MafTachufetts  con- 
voked a  fynod,  or  general  council  of  all  the 
churches,    to  be  affembled  at    Bofton.      The 

two  leading  queftions  referred  to  their  decifion  1^62 
were,  lft.  Who  are  the  fubjecls  of  baptifm  ? 
■2.  Whether,  according  to  the  word  of  God, 
there  ought  to  be  a  confociation  of  churches, 
and  in  what  manner  fuch  an  union  fhould 
be  formed  ? 

6.  In  anfwer  to  the  firft  queftion,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  fynod  agreed  that  the  children 
of  good  moral  parents  who  folemnly  owned 
the  covenant  before  the  church,  though  not 
in  full  communion,  might  be  admitted  to 
baptifm.  * 

%  However,  the  council  were  not  unanimous; 
dfeveral  learned  and  pious  clergymen  protefted 
againft  the  determination  relative  to  baptifm. 
Rev.  Charles  Chauncy,  president  of  Harvard 
College, Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  and  Mr.  Davenport 
wrote  againft  the  practice.  It  was  difapproved 
G  by 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  219. 
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by  all  the  minifters  in  New-Haven,  and  num- 
bers in  Connecticut.  The  churches  in  general 
were  more  in  oppofition  than  the  clergy. 

8.  The  general  court  of  Connecticut  took 
no  notice  of  the  fynod,  nor  of  the  difpute, 
but  left  the  elders  and  churches  at  liberty  to 
act  their  own  fentiments.  They  were  attempt- 
ing to  form  an  union  with  New-Haven,  and 
as  the  minifters  and  churches  in  that  colony 
were  unanimous  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
fynod,  they  probably  judged  it  impolitic  at 
that  time  to  decide  any  thing  relative  to  thefe 
eccleliaftical  points.  # 

9.  Refpecting  the  fecond  queftion,  the 
lynod  agreed,  that  the  churches  ought  to  hold 
-communion  with,  and  affift  each  other  in 
prayer,  in  communicating  their  gifts,  in  main- 
taining peace  and  unity,  in  fettling  controver- 
fies,  in  ordaining  and  removing  pafiors  and 
teachers,  in  admonifhing  one  another,  and  in 
bearing  their  united  teftimony  againft  vice 
and  errour.  t 

10.  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  had  con- 
tinued two  diftinct  governments  for  many 
years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Con- 
necticut determined  to  prefer  an  addrefs  to 
Charles  II.  profefling  their  fubmiflion  and 
loyalty,  and  fbliciting  a  royal  charter.  John 
Winthrop,  efq.  who  had  been  elected  gov- 
ernour,  was  appointed  to  negociate  the  affair 
with  the  king.  He  fucceeded  and  obtained  a 
charter,  which  constituted  the  two   colonies 

one 
"  Trumbal!,  vol,  i.  p.  325,        t  Mather,  book  v.  p.  76. 
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one  united  Commonwealth,  by  the  name  of  1662 
the  governour  and  company  of  Connecticut. 

11.  By  the  royal  charter,  .every  power 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive,  was  vefted 
in  the  freemen  of  the  corporation,  or  their 
delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under  no  obli- 
gation to  communicate  the  acls  of  their  local 
legislature  to  the  king.  The  government 
which  they  had  previoufly  exercifed,  was  ef- 
tablifhed,  and  when  the  other  New-England 
ftates  renovated  their  politics,  the  charter  of 
Connecticut  was  continued  as  the  bafis  of 
their  unchanging  policy,  and  remains  £o  to 
the  prefent  day.  * 

12.  The  royal  charter  which  was  granted  166$ 
to   Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  plantations, 

the  fubfequent  year,  was  fimilar  to  that  of  Con-, 
neclicut.  They  differed  however  in  one  ref- 
pect,  the  charter  of  Connecticut  v/as  filent 
with  regard  to  religion  ;  by  that  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  liberty  of  confcien.ee  was  granted  in  its 
fulleft  extent.f 

13.  From  the  commencement  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  the  general  court  of  Maffachu- . 
fetts  entertained  alarming  apprehenfions  o£ 
being  deprived  of  their  privileges.  Thefe 
fears  were  increafed  by  the  king's  iffuing  a 
commiflion  to  four  perfons,  one  of  whom  was 
an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  colony,  to  hear 
complaints  and  appeals  in  military,  civil,  and 
criminal  concerns,   and  fettle  the  peace   and 

Security 

*  See  Charter  of  Conneftlcut  in  Trumbull's  hiflory. 

*  See  Charter  of  Rhodc-lflaod^ 
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fecurity   of  the   country   according   to  their 
own  difcretion. 

14.  After  the  arrival  of  the  commiffioners, 
the  general  court  altered  the  law,  that  all  free- 
men fhould  be  church  members  ;  and  having 
refolved  to  bear  true  allegiance  to  their  fov- 
ereign,  and  adhere  to  their  patent,  they  agreed 
upon  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  which  they 
profeffed  their  loyalty,  and  afferted  that  they 
had  exerted  themfelves  to  fatisfy  his  majefty 
as  far  as  they  fuppofed  confiftent  with  their 
duty  to  God,  and  the  juft  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  their  patent.  They  confidered  the 
appointment  of  the  commiffioners  with  the 
powers  they  poffeffed,  to  be  an  infringement 
of  their  charter  privileges,  which  they  declared 
were  "  far  dearer  to  them  than  life/*  They 
exhibited  the  fame  firmnefs  and  refolution  in 
their  conducl  to  the  commiffioners,  who,  after 
much  altercation  left  the  colony  diffatisfied 
and  enraged.  * 

15.  The  commiffioners  were  unfuccefsful 
in  Connecticut  as  well  as  Maffachufetts,  but 
were  more  favourably  received  in  Plymouth 
and  Rhode-Ifland.  They  fat  as  a  court  at 
Providence  and  Warwick,  and  fpent  fome 
time  in  the  colony,  inquiring  into  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  executive  powers  of  the  plan- 
tation, and  hearing  complaints  from  difaffeded 
perfons. 

16.  When  the  commiffioners  arrived  in 
New-Hampfhire,  they  flattered   a  party  who 

were 

*  Hutchinrfon,  vol,  i,  page  229. 
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were  duTatisfied  with  the  MafTachufetts  gov- 
ernment, with  being  freed  from  their  jurif- 
diction,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  fign  a  pe- 
tition to  the  king  for  that  purpofe.  But  as 
the  majority  of  the  people  exhibited  a  deter- 
mined oppohtion  to  a  ieparation,  the  defign. 
proved  abortive. 

17.  When  the  commiilioners  came  to  the 
province  of  Maine,  the  former  claim  under 
Gorges  began  to  revive.  They  appointed 
courts  and  commhTioned  magiftrates  under 
the  duke  of  York,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
king.  This  kind  of  government  continued 
until  the  year  1668,  when  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  being  greatly  oppreffed  with 
the  tyranny  of  the  commiilioners,  in  their 
fupport  of  Gorge's  claim,  made  application 
to  the  general  court  of  MafTachufetts,  to  take 
the  country  again  under  their  protection  and 
jurifdiction.  f 

18.  When  the  commiilioners  had  concluded 
their  buiinefs,  they  were  recalled  by  an  order 
from  the  king.  His  majefty  was  highly  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  treatment  they  received  from 
the  government  of  Mailachufetts.  By  a  letter 
to  the  colony,  he  ordered  them  to  fend  over 
four  or  five  agents,  promifing  to  hear  all  the 
allegations  that  could  be  made  in  their  behalf, 
and  intimating  that  he  was  far  from  defiling 
to  invade  their  charter,  He  commanded  that 
all  things  mould  remain  as  the  cominiifioners 
had  fettled  them,  till  his  farther  orders  j  ?.nd 

G  2  that 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  page  lo6» 


78  Hiftory  of  New-Englam. 

that  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  imprifoned 
for  petitioning  or  applying  to  them,  mould 
be  releafed.  * 

1 9.  The  reception  which  the  commiflion- 
ers  met  with  in  the  colonies,  exhibits  their 
Itrong  averfion  to  arbitrary  powers.  The  in- 
habitants of  New-England,  fays  a  late  writer, 
may  emphatically  be  faid  to  be  born  free. 
They  were  fettled  originally  upon  the  principle 
expreffed  at  this  day  in  all  their  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, "  that  all  men  are  born  free,  equal, 
and  independent.,,  t 


CHAPTER    IX. 

Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  War  with  Philip ,  King  of 
the  Wampamags.  The  Death  of  Philip  puts  a 
Period  to  Hoflilities.  His  Characler.  Of  the 
War  with  the  eaftern  Indians.  Peace  ratified 
with  the  Indian  Tribes.  Of  the  third  Synod 
in  Maffachufetts. 

1.  SlNCE  the  conteft  with  the  Pequod 
Indians,  the  terrour  of  the  English  arms  had 
reftrained  the  natives  from  hoflilities.  In  th« 
mean  time,  providence  had  fmiled  upon  the 
New-England  fettlements,  and  multiplied  their 
churches.  The  feafon  was  now  arrived  in 
which  the   colonies  were  alarmed   with   the 

gloomy 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  547.  t  Sullivan,  p.  285. 
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gloomy  profpect  of  being  again  involved 
an  Indian  war. 

2.  At  this  period,  Philip,  fachem  of  the  1574, 
Wampanoags,  an  artful  and  afpiring  man,  who 

faw  the  continual  growth  of  the  colonifts  with 
jealous  apprehenlion,  excited  his  countrymen 
to  a  general  combination  againft  them.  He 
endeavoured  to  conceal  his  hoftile  purpofes, 
and  when  his  conduct  excited  fufpicion,  he 
gave  the  flrongeft  affurances  of  his  peaceable 
difpofition.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  fecretly 
preparing  for  war  by  obtaining  arms,  and  ne- 
gociating  with  the  neighbouring  Indians. 

3.  The  war  was  precipitated  by  the  re- 
venge which  Philip  caufed  to  be  taken  upon 
John  Sufaman,  a  chrifcian  Indian,  whom  the 
Englifh  had  difpatched  upon  the  Wampanoag 
minion.  Having  difcovered  the  confpiracy  of 
his  countrymen,  he  revealed  it  to  the  gov- 
ernour  of  Plymouth  \  and  a  fhort  time  after 
he  was  murdered.  An  Indian,  who  was  acci- 
dently  on  a  hill  at  fome  diftance,  faw  the  mur- 
der committed.  Upon  his  evidence  and  fome 
other  circumftances,  three  Indians  were  appre- 
hended, tried,  convicted,  and  executed.  # 

4.  This  event  excited  the  keeneft  refent- 
ment  in  king  Philip,  and  the  Indians  who  re- 
forted  to  him  from  various  parts,  ftimulated 
him  to  commence  hcftilities.  The  alarming 
iituation  of  affairs  having  induced  the  gov- 
ernour  of  Plymouth  to  proclaim  a  general 
fall,  the  Indians  lying  in  an  ambufh,  fired  upoa 

a  number 
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a  number  of  the  inhabitants  at  Swanzey,  who 
were  returning  from  public  worfhip,  killed 
one  man,  and  wounded  another  ;  and  two 
men  who  were  difpatched  for  a  furgeon  were 
intercepted  and  killed.  The  fame  night  the 
Indians  entered  the  town  of  Swanzey  and 
killed  fix  men. 

5.  As  the  war  was  now  inevitable,  the  gov- 
j-^^ernour   of  Plymouth   demanded   affiftance  of 

the  confederated  colonies.  Accordingly,  a 
company  of  horfe  and  foot  from  Maliachufetts 
joined  the  Plymouth  forces  at  Swanzey,  and 
making  a  refolute  ailault  which  obliged  the 
Indians  to  retreat  with  precipitation,  took 
pofleflion  of  Mount  Hope,  and  ravaged  the 
adjacent  country. 

6.  The  MarTachufetts  forces  marched  into 
the  Narraganfet  country,  and  compelled  the 
inhabitants  to  renew  their  treaty  with  the 
Englifh,  and  engage  to  exert  themf elves  to 
dcitroy  Philip  and  his  adherents.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Plymouth  forces  were  fent  to  deter 
the  Pocaflet  Indians  from  afliiting  him,  but 
they  had  already  taken  ail  active  part. 

7.  Capt.  Church  d  Plymouth  colony  with 
fifteen  men  was  furrounded  in  a  peafe  field  by 
two  hundred  Indians,  and  notwithstanding 
the  inequality  of  numbers,  fought  with  invin- 
cible courage  and  re(oiution.  At  length  he  ar- 
rived  at  the  water  fide,  and  defended  himfelf 
behind  a  barracade  of  ftones,  till  he  was  re- 
moved in  a  floop  to  Rhode-Iiland,  without  the 

lo& 
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lofs  of  one  of  his  men.  After  refrefhing  his 
detachment  he  again  engaged,  and  killed  a 
number  of  the  Pocalfet  Indians  ;  the  remainder 
retreated  with  terrour,  and  appeared  no,  more 
in  the  open   country. 

8.  After  CapU  Church's  detatchment  had 
joined  the  army,  they  received  information 
that  Philip  and  his  men  were  in  a  fwamp  at 
Pocaffet,  and  it  was  determined  to  beiiege  him. 
TheEngliih  army  refolutely  entered  the  thicket, 
but  when  they  had  advanced  a  few  paces,  the 
Indians  fired  upon  them  from  behind  the 
bufhes,  and  at  one  difcharge  killed  five,  and 
mortally  wounded  fix  or  feven  of  their  num- 
ber. This  induced  them  to  turn  their  attack 
into  a  blockade,  which  they  formed  with  an 
hundred  men,  hoping  that  famine  would  oblige 
the  Indian  prince  to  furrender.  He  had  the 
addrefs  to  baffle  this  attempt  by  crofling  a 
river  in  the  night,  which  the  Englifh  deemed 
impaffable,  and  efcaped  into  the  Nipmuck 
country.  One  hundred  of  his  warriors  were 
however  made  prifoners. 

9.  After  the  Nipmuck  Indians  heard  of 
Philip's  arrival  in  their  country,  they  fired 
upon  and  mortally  wounded  Capt.  Hutchinfon, 
who  was  fent  to  negociate  with  them,  killed 
eight  of  his  men,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  re- 
treat with  precipitation.  Philip  who  was  re- 
inforced, purfued  and  drove  a  large  number 
of  them  into  an  houfe,  which  the  Indians  en- 
deavoured to  fet  on  fire,  but  they  were  provi- 
dentially prevented  by  a  fhower  of  rain.     At 

kngth 
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length  they  were  relieved  by  major  Willard, 
who  engaged  the  Indians  with  a  fmall  party, 
killed  eighty,  and  forced  Philip  and  his  army 
to  retreat.  * 

10.  The  Indians  in  the  feveral  colonies  were 
now  roufed  to  arms,  and  in  this  and  part  of 
the  following  year,  their  progrefs  was  marked 
with  murder,  fire,  and  defolation.  Befides 
deftroying  a  large  number  of  the  Englifh,  they 
laid  the  towns  of  Mendon,  Groton,  and  War- 
wick in  aihes  ;  burnt  moll  of  the  houfes  in 
Deerfield,  half  the  town  of  Medfield,  and  a 
large  number  of  buildings  in  Rehoboth,  Prov- 
idence, and  feveral  other  places. 

11.  On  the  other  hand,  large  numbers  of 
Indians  were  deftroyed  by  the  colonilts  ;  par- 
ticularly when  Philip  and  his  army  retreated 
into  the  Narraganfet  country,  the  Englifh  pur- 
fued  them  and  attacked  a  fort  which  the  In- 
dians deemed  impregnable.  The  fort  was- 
burnt,  the  fortifications  levelled  ;  feven  hun- 
dred Indian  warriors  pcrifhed  in  the  action, 
and  three  hundred  warriors  died  of  their 
wounds,  befides  a  vaft  number  of  defencelcfs. 
old  men,  women,  and  children,,  who  had  re- 
paired to  the  fort  for  refuge.  The  Englifh 
had  fix.  captains  and  eighty-five  men  killed-, 
and  an  hundred  and  fifty  men  wounded,  f 

12.  The  victory  deprefled  the  fpirits  of  the 
tft>/u  Indians,  and  the  lofs  of  provifions  in  the  fort 

reduced  them  to  great   diftrefs.     They  how- 
ever continued  their  favage  depredations,  and 

kept 

*  Mather,  book  viL  p.  47*         +  Mather,  book  vii.  p.  30. 
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kept  the  country  in  continual  alarm  and  ter- 
rour.  It  is  reported  that  in  order  to  gain  the 
affiftance  of  the  Mohawks,  Philip  endeavoured 
to  irritate  them  againft  the  colonifts,  by  killing 
a  number  of  their  men,  and  perfuading  their 
prince  that  his  fubjects  were  snurdered  by  the 
Englifh.  One  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  left  for 
dead,  revived,  returned  home,  and  related  the 
truth  to  his  countrymen.  Exafperated  by  this 
perfidious  conduct,  the  Mohawks  engaged  in 
a  war  againft  Philip  and  his  people,  which  de- 
ranged all  their  meafures. 

1 3.  After  this  event,  the  arms  of  the  colo- 
nifts were  in-various  inftances  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  One  of  Philip's  allies,  the  queen  of 
PocafTet,  on  being  furprifed  by  the  Englifh, 
magnanimoufly  animated  her  men  to  hold  out 
to  the  laft  extremity  ;  but  they  meanly  deferted 
her,  and  fhe  was  drowned  by  endeavouring  to 
efcape. 

14.  As  Philip  was  the  foul  of  the  Indian 
confpiracy,  and  on  his  life  or  death,  war  or 
peace  depended,  it  was  the  grand  object  of 
the  New-England  forces  to  apprejiend  him. 
His  fituation  was  at  this  time  peculiarly  dif- 
treffing.  He  had  loft  his  chief  counfellors,  his 
neareft  relations  were  made  prifoners,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  flee  for  fafety  from  one  fwamp 
to  another.  At  length  one  of  his  friends 
whom  he  had  exafperated  by  killing  an  In- 
dian who  prefumed  to  mention  to  him  an  ex- 
pedient for  making  peace,  discovered  the  place 

where 
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where  he  was  concealed.  Capt.  Church,  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  went  with  a  fmall 
party,  and  found  him  in  a  fwamp  near  Mount 
Hope.  He  attempted  in  vain  to  efcape  ;  one 
of  his  men  whom  he  had  offended,  and  who 
had  deferted  to  the  Englifh,  mot  him  through 
the  heart.  # 

15.  Thus  died  Philip,  fachem  of  the  Wam- 
panoags,  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  Englifh 
nation.  He  has  been  reprefented  as  "  a  bold 
and  daring  prince,  having  all  the  pride,  fierce- 
nefs,  and  cruelty  of  a  favage  in  his  difpofition, 
with  a  mixture  of  deep  cunning  and  defign. 
But  that  undaunted  courage,  energy  of  mind, 
and  love  of  country  which  adorned  his  char- 
acter, and  which  have  immortalized  monarchs 
in  the  civilized  world,  have  been  little  cele- 
brated in  this  Indian  prince  ;  and  we  have 
been  led  to  contemplate  only  his  vices,  which, 
deltltute  of  the  colourings  of  poliihed  life, 
appear  in  their  native  deformity. 

16.  About  the  fame  period  in  which  Philip 
began  hoftilities  in  Plymouth  colony,  the  eail- 
ern  Indians  were  mfulting  the  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampfhire  and  the  province  of  Maine. 
The  fraudulent  methods  of  trading  with  the 
natives,  and  fome  other  injuries,  were  alledged 
as  the  grounds  of  the  war. 

17.  The  Indiana  for  fome  time  diflembled 
their  refentment,  but  the  infurrection  at  Ply- 
mouth iiVpired  them  with  courage,  and  they 
fpread  diftreft  and  dcfolation  in  their  exten- 

five 
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five  ravages.  To  defcribe  the  effects  of  the 
war  in  the  words  ■  of  an  elegant  author,  "  all 
the  plantations  at*  Pifcataqua,  with  the  whole 
eaftern  country,  were  now  filled  with  fear  and 
confufipn  ;  bufmefs  was  fufpended,  and  every 
man  was  obliged  to  provide  for  his  own  and 
Iris  family's  fafety.  The  labour  of  the  field 
was  exchanged  for  the  duty  of  the  garrifon  ; 
and  they,  who  had  long  lived  in  peace  and  fe- 
curity,  were  upon  their  guard  night  and  day, 
fubjecl  to  continual  alarms,  and  the  moil  fear- 
ful apprehenfions."* 

18.  No twithftanding  a  peace  was  concluded  1676 
with  the  natives  the  following  year,  they  foon 
renewed  their  hoftile  attacks,  which  induced 
the  government  of  Maffachufetts  to  fend  a 
body  of  troops  to  the  eaflward.  They  fur- 
prifed  four  hundred  Indians  at  Quochecho  in 
the  houfe  of  Major  Waldron.  Thofe,  who  had 
previoufly  joined  in  concluding  the  peace, 
were  difmiffed  ;  and  thofe  -who  were  found 
acceffaries  in  the  war  fold  for  flaves  in  foreign 
parts.  In  1678  a  formal  treaty  of  peace  was 
fettled  with  the  -Indian  chief  at  Cafco,  and  an 
-end  was  put  to  a  tedious  and  diftrefiing  war, 
which  had  fubfifced  three  years. 

19.  While  the  New-England  forces  were 
in  the  field,  the  churches  frequently  obferved 
.days  of  fafting  and  prayer,  for  the  fuccefs  of 
their  arms.  After  peace  was  eflablimed,  a 
licentioufnefs  of  manners  prevailed,  which  was 
iiighly  alarming  to  ferious  and  devout  people. 
H  Hence 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i.  p.  i%j. 
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Hence  in  1679,  the  general  court  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  convened  a  fynod  to  examine  the  ftate  of 
religion,  and  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  pro* 
fanenefs  and  impiety. 

20.  The  fynod  agreed  that  there  was  a  gen- 
eral decay  of  piety  and  a  prevalence  of  pride, 
Intemperance,  profanenefs,  and  other  vices. 
They  advifed,  that  in  order  to  promote  a  ref- 
ormation the  clergy  mould  be  exhorted  to 
bear  the  ftrongeft  testimony  againft  the  vices 
of  the  age,  in  their  public  difcourfes  ;  and  to 
maintain  a  ftrict  difcipline  in  their  churches  ; 
that  fchools  fhould  be  Itrictly  infpected  and 
fupported  ;  and  that  the  magiftrates  mould  be 
vigilant  in  putting  the  laws  in  execution. 
This  fynod  alfo  parTed  a  vote  recognizing  and 
confirming  the  platform  of  church  difcipline, 
which  was  agreed  upon  by  the  fynod  of  Cam- 
bridge in  1653,  defiring  that  the  churches 
might  continue  fteadfaft  in  the  order  "  of  the 
gofpel,  according  to  what  is  therein  declared 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 

21.  From  the  above  account  of  the  diftrefT- 
ing  Indian  war,  we  learn,  how  dear  our  ancef- 
tors  purchafed  the  rich  inheritance  which  de- 
fcends  to  us.  As  an  elegant  writer  obferves, 
"  they  had  a  foe  to  fubdue,  who  added  to  the 
inflincl  and  fiercenefs  of  the  brutal  creation 
the  fagacity  of  human  intellect."  Efforts  of 
defperate  refolution  in  penetrating  the  treach- 
erous receffes  of  the  wildernefs  were  the  only 
means  of  preferving  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fubute  furprifes  and  mercilefs  ravages  of  their 

enemjr 
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enemy.  -  The  nature  of  fuch  a  conflict  is  hardly 
to  be  realized,  in  a  territory  invaded  by  a  civ- 
ilized foe,  where  the  regular  operations  of  war 
afford  fome  rule  for  calculating  the  times  and 
degrees  of  calamities,  and  where  defeat  is  not 
the  certain  prefage  of  torture  and  death.' '  * 
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CHAPTER    X. 

The  Government  of  New-Hampjhire  fepar  cited  from 
MaffachvfetiS)  and  made  a  Royal  Province. 
Of  Cranfeld's  oppreffive  Govemme?it.  The 
Colonies  are  deprived  of  their  Charters.  Colo- 
nel Dudley  appointed  Prefident  of  New-Eng- 
land. He  is  fuper  ceded  by  Sir  Edmond  An- 
dros,  who  is  appointed  Governour.  His  arbi- 
trary Proceedings.  The  Revolution  in  England 
puts  a  Period  to  the  Opprejfion  of  the  Colonijls. 
A  new  Charter  granted^  and  Sir  William 
Phips  chofen  Governour. 

1.  WHILST  the  Indian  tribes  were  en- 
deavouring to  extirpate  the  Englifli,  enemies 
of  another  kind  were  uiing  every  effort  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  privileges,  by  artful  and 
exaggerated  accounts  of  their  conduct  to  the 
government  of  England. 

2.  At  this  period  one  Mr.  Mafon,   who  1679 

claimed 

*  Minot's  continuation  of  Hutchison, 
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claimed  a  right  to  New-Hampfhire  from  his 
grandfather,  Capt.  John  Mafon,  endeavoured 
to  diffolve  the  union,  which  had  long  fubfifted 
between  that  colony  and  Maflkchuietts.  He 
was  affifted  in  his  claim  by  Edward  Randolph, 
his  kinfman,  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  peo- 
ple of  New-England.  They  fucceeded,  and  a 
commiflion  palled  the  great  feal,  which  fepa- 
rated  New-Ham'pfhire  from  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
Maffachufetts. 

3.  By  this  commiflion  a  prefident  and 
council  were  appointed  by  the  king  for  the 
government  of  the  province.  The  people 
however  were  allowed  to  choofe  an  affembly, 
to  whom  the  prefident  mould  recommend  en- 
acting laws  for  eftablifhing  their  allegiance^ 
order,  and  defence,  and  raifing  taxes  for  the 
iupport  of  government,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
they  mould  think  proper.  All  laws  were  to 
be  approved  by  the  prefident  and  council,  and 
to  remain  in  force  until  the  king's  plealure 
mould  be  known  ;  for  which  purpole,  they 
mould  be  tranimitted  to  England  by  the  firft 
mips.  * 
1680  4.  In  order  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  this  change  of  adminiftration,  the 
king  nominated  for  the  firft  council  thofe.  who 
had  iuftained  the  principal  offices,  civil  and 
military  under  the  colonial  government.  The 
apprehenlions.  that  others,  who  were  inimical 
to  their  country  would  be  fubftituted,  induced 
them  to  accept  this  appointment  ;  and  affairs 

were 
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were  conducted  as  nearly  as  poflible,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  before  the  feparation. 

Si  The  people  were  greatly  diifatisfied  m 
being  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  chooiing 
their  own  rulers,  and  expected  an  invafion  ot 
their  property  to  follow,*  Their  apprehen- 
lions  were  foon  realized.  In  1682  Henry 
Cranfield,  efq.  was  appointed  lieutenant-gov- 
ernour  and  commander  in  chief  of  New-Ham  p- 
fhire.  After  his  arrival  he  exhibited  his  arbi- 
trary principles  by  removing  the  leading  char- 
acters from  the  council,  and  fubftituting  fuch 
as  he  could  render  fubfervient  to  his  purpofes  ; 
by  diiiblving  thofe  affemblies  which  oppofed 
his  meafures  ;  by  affuming:,  witK  his  council, 
all  the  legiflative  power,  and  taxing  the  people 
without  their  conient  ;  by  fubjecling  thofe 
clergymen  who  refufed  when  requeued,  to 
adminifter  the  facraments  according  to  the  lit- 
urgy of  the  church  of  England*  to  the  penal- 
ties  of  the  fia tut es  of  nonconformity  ;  and  by 
imprifoning  and  treating  with  rigorous  fever- 
ity  thofe  who  oppofed  his  government. 

6.  At  length,  the  governour  being  difap- 
pointed  in  his  plans  of  enriching  himfelf,  and 
fearing,  the  iffue  of  the  people's  remonftrances 
to  parliament,  returned  to  England,  where  he 
obtained  the  coilectorfhip  of  Barbadoes.  Bare- 
foot the  deputy  governour  fucceeded  at  his 
departure,  f 

7.  New-Hampfliire  was  not  the  only  colo- 
*iy  which  felt  the  oppreffion  of  arbitrary  pow- 

EI  2.  chS 
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er.  The  enemies  of  MafTachufetts,  particularly 
Randolph,  were  indefatigable  in  transmitting, 
complaints  to  England.  In  confequence  of 
which  he  was  ordered  to  convey  a  writ  of 
quo  warranto  acrofs  the  atlantic.  When  he 
arrived  in  Boflon  the  general  court  once  more 
confidered  the  critical  Situation  of  affairs, 
The  governour  and  a  majority  of  the  afliftants 
refolved  to  fubmit  to  the  royal  pleafure  ;  but 
upon  the  representatives*  refuting  their  con- 
fent,  a  decree  was  iilued  by  the  high  court  of 
chancery,  againft  the  governour  and  company, 
by  which  their  charter  privileges  were  can- 
celled."* 

8.  King  Charles  II.  died  Soon  after  the 
colony  of  Mailachufetts  was  deprived  of  its 
charter.  Upon  the  accellion  of  James  II.  a 
commiffion  was  iflued  for  a  preSident  and  coun- 
cil, as  a  temporary  government  for  Mailachu- 
fetts, New-Hampihire,  Maine,  and  NarraganSet. 
The  counsellors  were  nominated  by  the  king  y 
and  no  houSe  of  representatives  was  mention- 
ed in  the  commiffion.  Col.  Dudley,  a  native 
of  MaiixchuSetts,  was  appointed  preSident  ; 
and  in  order  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  the  introduction  of  a  governour- 
general,  the  courts  were  continued  on  theiF 
former  plan  ;  trials  were  by  juries  as  ufual  ; 
and  in  general  the  Sormer  laws  and  eftablifhed 
cuftoms  were  obServed. 
1686  9.  After  Colonel  Dudley  had  enjoyed  his 
nev/  office  about  nine  months,  Sir  Ldmond 

Andros? 

*  Belknap,  vol",  i.  p.  2*9. 
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Andros,  who  had  been  governour  of  New- 
York,  arrived  in  Bofton,  being  appoint- 
ed, during  pleafure,  captain-general  and  vice- 
admiral  of  MafTachufetts,  New-Hampfhire, 
Maine,  Rhode-Hland,  and  Connecticut.  He 
and  his  council  were  veiled  with  the  legiflative 
and  executive  powers,  Though  he  began  his 
administration  with  high  profeffions  of  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  he  foon  exhibited  his 
arbitrary  principles,  and  enriched  himfelf,  and 
his  party,  by  the  moft  daring  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  people.* 

10.  Notwithstanding  the  aifembly  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  had  palled  an  act,  formally  furrendering 
their  charter  to  the  king,  and  had  tranfmitted 
an  humble  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  they  gained 
no  advantage  by  their  fubmiflnie  conduct. 
Andros,  in  compliance  with  his  orders,  dif- 
folved  their  government,  and  aflumed  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  colony,  f 

11.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Hart- 
ford with  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  while  the  af- 
fembly  were  convened  ;  demanded  the  char- 
ter, and  declared  the  government  diffoived. 
It  is  reported  that  governour  Treat  defcribcd 
with  energy  the  great  expenfe  and  hardship  of 
the  colonifts  in  fettling  the  country  ;  and  their 
extreme  reluctance  to  part  with  privileges  fo 
dearly  purchafed.  Expedients  were  then  found 
for  delaying  the  bufinefs  till  evening,  when  the 
charter  was  brought  and  laid  upon  the  table, 
where  the  affembly  were  fitting.     The  candles 

were 
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were  fuddenly  extinguifhed  and  inftantly  re- 
lighted. Capt.  Wadfworth  carried  off  the 
charter,  and  fecreted  it  in  a  hollow  tree.  The 
people  were  peaceable  and  orderly,  but  the 
patent  could  not  be  found.  Sir  Edmond 
however  alTumed  the  government,  and  having 
difcarded  the  old,  appointed  new  civil  and 
military  officers.  * 
xaQQ  12.  Numerous  were  the  oppreflions  which 
the  country  fuftered  under  his  adminiftration. 
The  prefs  was  reftramed,  liberty  of  confcience 
infringed,  and  exorbitant  taxes  demanded. 
The  charter  being  vacated,  the  validity  of  titles 
to  lands  was  denied  ;  and  thofe  who  had  long 
cultivated  their  farms,  were  obliged  to  give 
extravagant  fees  for  new  patents,  or  writs  of 
intrufion  w^rc  brought  and  their  lands  difpofed 
of  to  others.  To  deter  the  people  from  con- 
fulting  together  and  feeking  redrefs,  town- 
meetings  were  prohibited,  except  one  in  a 
year,  for  the  choice  of  town  officers.  Being 
apprehenlive  that  complaints  would  be  trans- 
mitted to  England,  the  governour  forbade  any 
perfon  to  leave  the  country  without  his  exprefs 
permiffion.  But  notwithfbmding  all  his  vigil- 
ance and  that  of  his  emiffaries  and  guards, 
Dr.  Increafe  Mather  failed  to  England,  and 
prefented  the  complaints  of  the  people  to  the 
king,  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  redrefs,  he 
waited  the  event  of  the  expected  revolution.! 
13*  The  following  year  the  report  that  the 
prince  of  Orange    had    landed  in  England, 

readied 
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reached  Bofton,  and  diffufed  univerfal  joy. 
The  governour  imprifoned  the  perfon  who 
brought  the  prince's  declaration,  and  publiihed  a 
proclamation  commanding  allperfons  to  prepare 
to  oppofe  an  invafion  from  Holland.  Though 
the  former  magiftrates  and  leading  men  fe> 
cretly  wiihed  and  fervently  prayed  for  the 
prince's  fuccefs,  they  determined  quietly  to 
wait  the  event. 

14.  The  body  of  the  people  were  however 
too  impatient  to  be  retrained  by  prudential 
considerations.  They  aiTembled  in  arms,  and 
imprifoned  the  governour,  and  about  fifty 
of  the  moft  obnoxious  of  his  aifociates.  The 
people  of  Maffachufetts  reaffumed  their  charter 
government.  Andros  and  his  coadjutors 
were  lent  to  England,  to  be  difpofed  of  ac- 
cording to  the  king's  pleafure.  But  as  the 
charges  exhibited  againft  them  were  not  figned 
by  the  colonial  agents,  they  were  difmiiled,; 
and  the  tyrant  of  New-England  was  after- 
wards appointed  governour  of  Virginia.  * 

15.  The  people  were  foon  relieved  from  all 
apprehenficn  of  danger  from  their  precipitate 
conduct,  by  the  intelligence  that  William  and 
Mary  had  been  declared  king  and  queen  of 
England.  *  They  were  foon  after  proclaimed 
in  Bofton,  with  uncommon  ceremony,  and 
with  demonftrations  of  the  firicereft  joy. 

16.  After  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode-Ifland  were  informed  of  the  change 
of  affairs  in  Maffachufetts,  they  refumed  their 

ancient 
*  Minor,  voJ,  i.  p.  55. 
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ancient  er  and  form  of  government.    Brrt 

as  New-Hampfhire  was  left  by  the  revolution 
in  an  unsettled  ftate,  a  convention  was  called, 
in  which  it  was  determined  to  reannex  itfelf 
to  MafTachufetts.  This  union  however  v 
o£  fhort  continuance.  In  1692,  Samuel  Allen, 
after  pur  ion's  heirs  the  lands  of 

New-HampHure,  obtained  a  commiffion  for  the 
government  of  this  colony.* 
2691       17.     After  the   revolution   in    England  the 
general  couvt  flachufetts  difpatched  two 

of  their  members  to  join  with  Sir  Henry  Afh- 
uril  and  Mr.  Mather  in  folicking  the  reftora- 
tion  of  their  charter.  But  as  the  king,  from 
the  firft  application,  exhibited  his  determined 
refolution  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  gov- 
ernour and  all  other  officers  vefted  in  the 
crown,  their  folicitations  were  ineffectual.! 

18.  They  fucceeded  -however  in  obtaining 
•  a  new  charter,  by  which  the  colony  of  Plym- 

th,  the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  country 

of  Nova-Scotia,  with  lands   between  the  two 

latter  were  joined  to  MafTachufetts,   and   alfo 

lizabeth    Iilands,   Nantucket,   and   Martha's 

Vineyard. 

1 9.  By  the  new  charter,  the  appointment  of 
t'he  governour,  lieutenant-governoifr,  fecretary, 
and  all  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  were  veiled  in 
the  crown.  The  governour  had  the  control 
of  the  militia,  arid,  with  the  advice  of  I 
council,  tfa<    nomination  of  the  offio 

ing  to  the  courts  of  juftice.      He  had  alfo  a 

negative 

*  3c-  t  Hutchlnfon,  vol.  i.  p.  405, 
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negative  upon  the  choice  of  counfellors,  and 
upon  all  laws  and  elections  made  by  the  coun- 
cil and  houfe  oi  representatives  ;  and  even 
thole  laws  which  he  fanclioned  were  lub- 
d   to    rejection  by  in    the 

term  of  three  years  i  their  pairing.     The 

power  of  levying  taxes,   granting  adminiftra-  . 
tions,  pro  .  and  trying  capital  offend- 

ers, v.  .  _d  in  the  governour   and  council. 

But  though  the  prr.  )eople  were 

abridged  in  tl  /eels,  liberty  of  confeience, 

which  was  n  tioned  in  the  old,  was  ex- 

I  in  the  new  charter.  * 
n  the  chart.  J  the  feals,  1(392 

the  king  being  pi  Iment  the  Maf- 

fachufetts  ag(  rime  with  the 

choice    of    their   governour,  tl  peed 

elect  Sir  William   Phips,   wl  Rev.  In- 

creaie   Mather,   arrived  in  Boiton   the  Uth  of 
May.     The   general   court   appointed  a 
thankffiivinff    for  -their  late  arrival  and  for  the 

o  g 

fettlement  of  the  province. 

21.     The  hrir   act   of  the   M  fetts  le- 

giflature,  after  the  arrival  oft]  :i- 

tained  the  following  claufe.  "**  No  aid,  tax,  toll- 
age,  aiieilment,  cuf :  .  or  im- 
pofrtion  whatsoever,  fl  ed,  impof- 
ed,  or  levelled  fry's  ful 
■or  their  eilates,  on  an)  itever,  but 
by  the  act  and  cor.:  governour,  coun- 
cil and  reprefentatives  of  the  ;  afiembk 
in  general  court."                                   (_,.:      At 

char^r   of  Willivn   and    %  "'     . 
iory,  »ud  MiaH%  coQUBUMion  of  H..  w>L  i.  p.  ; 
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22.  At  the  time  when  the  colony  of  Maf~ 
fachufetts  received  their  new  charter,  feventy- 
two  years  had  elapfed  lince  the  firft  fettlement 
1692  at  Plymouth.  During  this  period  the  colonies 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  choofing  their  own 
rulers,  and  enacting  their  own  laws.  They 
had  eftablifhed  excellent  regulations  for  the 
promotion  of  learning  and  religion.  They 
had  exhibited  great  courage  in  the  Indian 
wars,  and  their  effort,  to  repel  their  favage  en- 
emies were  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

23."  After  forty  years  from  the  {aft.  fet- 
tlement, the  greateft  part  of  the  early  emi- 
grants had  terminated  their  earthly  exigence.* 
They  had  however  the  fatisfaction  of  furviv- 
ing  until  they  beheld  the  fruits  of  their  alTiduous 
labours  in  the  increafe  of  the  fettlements  and 
multiplication  of  the  churches.  tc  In  1643,  the 
firft  twenty  thou  find  fouls,  who  came  over 
from  England,  had  fettled  thirty-fix  churches. 
In  1650  there  were  forty  churches  in  New- 
England,  which  contained  feven  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  communicants."  t 

24.  Many  of  the  clergymen,  who  came 
from  England  at  the  firft  fettlement,  were  not 
only  diftinguifhed  for  their  piety,  but  for  their 
abilities  and  learning.  Among  whom  we 
view  a  Cotton,  Hooker,  Davenport,  Eliot,  and 
others,  who  illuminated  the  churches  of  New- 
England.  And  though  many  have  depreciated 
the  merit  of  our  anceftors,  yet  a  modern  Brit- 

iih 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol,  i.  p.  958. 

+  Late   P/tfidcnt  SlileV   Manufcript  Le&ures  on  Ecclefiaftical 
Hittory. 
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ifh  author  has  obferved,  "  that  the  victories 
they  obtained  over  the  complicated  obftruc- 
tions  which  they  met  with  upon  their  arrival  in 
America,  have  raifed  their  character  to  a  level 
with  that  of  the  braveft  people  recorded  in 
hiftory,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  few,  who  can 
xoniider  facts  divefted  of  that  fplendour  which 
time,  place,  and  circumftances  are  apt  to  beftow 
upon  them,  and  from  which  they  derive  their 
luftre  with  the  generality  of  mankind.  * 


CHAPTER    XI. 

War  with  the  'Eajlern  Indians  renewed.  Expedi- 
tion againji  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada.  Treaty 
of  Peace  concluded  with  the  Indians.  Of  the 
Juppofed  Witchcraft  in  New-England. 

i.   Previously  to  the  revolution  in  i6ss 

'government  which  was  related  in  the  forego- 
ing chapter,  a  freih  Indian  war  broke  out  en 
the  frontiers  of  New-England.  As  a  pretence 
for  commencing  hoitilities,  the  natives  charged 
the  Englifb  with  refuimg  tc -pay  the  tribute 
flipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1678,  with  interrupt- 
ing their  fifhery  in  Saco  river,  with  defrauding 
them  in  trade,  and  granting  their  lands  with- 
out their  confent. 

I  2.     Their 

*  Andrew*'  Hiflory  of  the  War  with  America, 
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2.  Their  refentment  was  enflarned  by  the 
Baron  de  Caftine,  a  Frenchman,  who  refided 
with  the  Indians  at  Penobfcot,  and  had  acquired 
great  afcendancy  over  their  minds.  He  com- 
plained that  the  colonics  had  run  a  line  wiiich 
included  his  plantation,  and  plundered  his 
houie  and  fort  of  goods  and  implements  of 
war.  By  thefe  complaints  he  excited  the  In- 
dians to  revenge  their  mutual  injuries.  They 
began  hoftilities  by  killing  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  North  Yarmouth.* 

3.  Inftigated  by  an  inextinguifhable  thirft 
for  revenge,  they  determined  to  retaliate  the 
ieizure  of  the  four  hundred  Indians  at  the  houie 
of  major  Waldron,  which  took  place  in  1676. 
The  major  then  commanded  at  Cocheco,  a 
frontier  fort  of  great  importance.  Mefandoit, 
a  fachem,  who  was  hofpitably  lodged  at  his 
garrifon  during  night,  opened  the  gates  to  a 
large  number  -of  Indians,  who  lay  in  ambufh. 
They  ruined  in,  bir1) arouily  murdered  the 
major  and  twenty-two  others,  burned  feveral 
Jioufes,  and  took  twenty-nine  captives,  who 
were  fold  to  the  French  in  Canada,  t 

4.  In  order  to  check  the  depredation  of  the 
favages,  the  Maifachufetts  and  Plymouth  forces 
proceeded  to  the  eaftward,  fettled  garrifon  s  at 
convenient  places,  and  had  ibme  fldrmiflies  with 
the  natives  at  Cafco  Bay,  and  Blue  Point.  The 
Indians  did  much  mifchief  by  thdr  flying  par- 
tie?,  but  no  important  action  was  performed  on 
either  fide  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

*  Belknap,  vol.  i,  p.   241.  5,     AS 

t  Belknap.  +  H^tchinfon,  vol.  i.  p.  coo. 
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■).  As  the  French  had  infrigated  the  Indians  1690 
to  commence  and  continue  the  war,  the  cok> 
nifts  were  induced  to  attack  them  at  their 
iettlements  in  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada.  They 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  raiie 
forces,  and  gave  the  command  to  Sir  William 
PhiDS.  The  hrfl  of  thefe  expeditions  was 
crowned  with  fuccefs  :  Fort  Royal  being  in 
no  condition  to  fupport  a  ilege,  fbori  fuifefi- 
dered.  The  people  were  hence  encouraged  to 
profecute  their  defign  againfl  Canada,  and 
equipped  an  armament  in  fome  degree  equal 
to  the  fervice.  But  the  z i  rival  of  the  fleet  at 
Quebec  being  retarded  till  the  fcafon  was  far 
advanced,  and  the  troops  being  ficldy  and 
difcouraged,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
the  enterprife. 

6.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England  were 
greatly  difpiritedby  this  difappointment.  The 
equipment  of  the  fleet  and  army  occafioned  a 
great  expenfe  which  they  were  little  able  to 
iupport  ;  and  a  thoufand  men  perifhed  in  the 
expedition.  It  was  happy  for  the  country 
that  the  Indians  at  this  time  voluntarily  came 
in  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  propofed  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  ;  and  a  truce  was  agreed 
upon  till  the  following  May  ;  in  confequence 
©f  which  peace  was  preferved  during  the  win- 
ter. But  after  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  they 
burnt  the  town  of  York,  killed  fifty  of  the 
people,  and  carried  one  hundred  into  captiv- 
ity. *  They  continued  their  favage  depreda- 
tions 

*  H;itchinfon,  vol.  i,  page  ego, 
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tions  until  1693,  when  a  peace  was  concluded 
with  'them  at  fort  Pemaquid.. 

7.  Whilft  the  Indians  were  wafting  the 
frontiers  of  New-England,  a  new  fpecies  of 
diftrefs,  originating  from  fuppofed  witchcraft, 
filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with  gloom  and 
horrour.  The  prevailing  credulity  of  the  age, 
the  ftrength  of  prejudice,  the  force  of  imagi- 
nation, operating  on  minds  not  fumciently  en- 
lightened by  reafon  and  philofophy,  all  con- 
fpired  to  produce  this  fatal  deluiion. 

8.  In  the  year  1692,  a  daughter  and  neice 
of  IVlr.  Parris,  minifter  of  Salem,  one  nine  and 
the  other  eleven  years  of  age,  were  feized  with- 
lingular  and  unaccountable  complaints.  A 
confultation  of  phyficians  was  called,  one  of 
whom  was  of  opinion  that  they  were  bewitched. 
An  Indian  woman,  who  refided  with  Mr.  Parris, 
had  recourfe  to  fome  experiments,  which  fhe 
pretended  were  ufed  in  her  own  country,  in 
order  to  difcovcr  the  witch.  The  children 
being  informed  of  this  circumftance,  accufed 
the  Indian  woman  of  pinching,  pricking,  and 
tormenting  them  in  various  ways.  This  firft 
inftance  was  the  occafion  of  feveral  private 
fads  in  Mr.  Parris'  houfe,  and  a  number  of 
others  were  obferved  in  the  colony..  * 

9.  The  attention  and  companion  which 
the  children  excited,  probably  induced  them 
and  allured  others  to  continue  their  impofture. 
The  number  of  complainants  who  pretended 
to  be  feized  with  fimilar  diforders,  continually 

iacrealed  ; 

*  Hutchinfon,  vol.  ii.  page  Cj. 
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increafed  ;  and  they  accufed  certain  perfons 
of  being  the  authors  of  their  fufFerings.  And 
as  the  mofl  effectual  way  to  prevent  an  accu- 
fation  was  to  become  an  accufer,  the  number 
both  of  the  afflicted  and  accufed  was  contin- 
ually increafing. 

10.  The  accufed  in  general  perfifted  in  af- 
ferting  their  innocence.  Some  however  were 
induced  to  confefs  their  guilt,  being  warmly 
importuned  by  their  friends  to  embrace  this 
expedient,  as  the  only  pof&ble  way  to  fave 
their  lives,  The  confefuon  of  witchcraft  in- 
creafed the  number  of  the  fufpected  ;  for  af- 
fociates  were  always  pretended  by  the  party 
confefftng.  Thefe  pretended  afTociates  were 
immediately  fent  for,  examined,  and  generally 
committed  to  prifon.  * 

11.  Though  the  number  of  prifoners  had 
been  augmenting  from  February  to  June,  yet 
none  of  them  had  as  yet  been  brought  to  trial. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  charter  in  1694, 
commiflioners  of  oyer  and  terminer  were  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpofe.  At  the  firfl  trial 
there  was  no  colony,  nor  provincial  law  in 
force  againit.  witchcraft.  But  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the  general  court,  the  old  colony 
law,  which  makes  witchcraft  a  capital  offence,  1 692 
was  revived  and  adopted  by  the  whole 
province  ► 

12.  In  this  diltrefling  period  nineteen  per- 
fons  were  executed,  one  prefled  to  death,  and 
eight  more  condemned.      Among  thofe  who 

I  2  were 

*  Butchiafon,  vol,  ii,  p.  30,  H^e,  p.   26, 


102  Hi/lory    of   New-England. 

were  executed  was  Mr.  Burroughs,  formerly 
minifter  at  Salem,  who  left  his  people  upon  fome 
difference  in  religious  fentiments.  Thofe  who 
fuffered  death  aiferted  their  innocence  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms.  Yet  this  circumftance  was 
infufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people  ; 
and  their  fury  augmented  in  proportion  as 
the  gloom  of  imagination  increafed.  * 

1692  -13.  The  affairs  of  Maffachufetts  were  now 
in  fuch  a  wretched  fituation  that  no  man  was 
fure  of  his  life  and  fortune  for  an  hour.  An 
univerfal  confirmation  prevailed.  Some  charg- 
ed themfelves  with  witchcraft,  in  order  to 
prevent  accufation  and  efcape  death  ;  fome 
abandoned  the  province,  and  others  were  pre- 
paring to  follow  their  example,  f 

14.  In  this  fcene  of  perplexity  and  diftrefs, 
thofe  who  were  accufed  of  witchcraft  were 
generally  of  the  loweft  order  in  fociety.  At 
length  the  pretended  fufTerers  had  the  audacity 
to  accufe  feveral  perlons  of  fuperiour  rank  and 
character.  The  authority  then*  began  to  be 
lefs  credulous  ;  prifoners  were  liberated  ;  thofe 
who  had  received  fentence  of  death  were  re- 
prived,  and  afterwards  pardoned.  By  degrees 
the  whole  country  became  feniible  of  their 
miftake,  and  a  majority  of  the  actors  in  this 
tragedy  expreffed  fincere  repentance  of  their 
conduct. 

1693  15.  Whilft  a  review  of  the  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New-England  at  this  diftrefling 

period^ 

*  See  Dr.  Cotton  Mather's  wonders  of  the  isvifible  world* 
+  Hale,  page  33.        Calef, 
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period,  induces  us  to  accufe  them  of  credulity 
and  fuperftition,  we  ought  to  foften  the  al- 
perity  of  our  cenfure  by  remembering  that 
they  were  led  into  this  delufion  by  the  opinion 
of  the  great  eft  civilians  and  divines  in  Europe* 
A  fimilar  opinion  refpecling  witchcraft  was  at 
the  fame  time  prevalent  in  Great-Britain  ;  the 
lav/,  by  which  witches  were  condemned,  was 
copied  from  the  Englifh  ftatutes,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  courts  in  New-England,  was  regulated 
by  precedents  eftabliihed  in  the  parent  country, 
Thefe  ftatutes  continued  in  force  in  England 
fome  time  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  when  it 
was  enacted,  "  that  no  profecution  fhould  in 
future  be  carried  on.  againft  any  perfon  for 
conjuration,  witchcraft,  forcery,  or  enchant- 
ment. * 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    XII. 


Sir  William  Phips  recalled.  His  Death  and  Char* 
acler.  War  with  the  Indians  renewed.  Peace 
concluded.  The  Earl  of  Bellamont  appointed  Gov- 
ernour.  His  Arrival  at  Bojlon.  His  Death  at 
New-Tcrk.     Tale  College  founded.     Dudley  ap- 

.  pointed  Go-vernour.  Indian  War.  Redaction  of 
Fort  Royal.  Unfuccefsful  Expedition  againjl 
Canada.  Peace  concluded  with  the  French 
and  Indians* 


1.  1  HE  New-England  colonics  had  for 
about  a  year  been  relieved  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  but  the  interfering  claims  of  the  Englifh 
and  French  would  not  permit  the  iword  to  be 
long  unfiicathcd,  In  1692  the  Sieur  de  Villien 
was  in  command  at  Penobfcot,  and  with  the 
amftance  of  Thury,  the  religious  mimonary, 
perfuaded  the  eaftern  Indians  to  break  their 
treaty,  and  prepare  for  hostilities. 

2.  Whiift  the  war  with  the  Indians  was 
impending,  the  people  became  diflatisfied  with 
the  government,  and  tranfmitted  complaints 
to  the  king  againft  Sir  William  Phips.  He 
and  his  accufers  were  cited  to  repair  to  White- 
hall, and  having  obtained  a  recommendation 
from  the  general  afTembly,  he  embarked  for 
England.  But  before  his  caufe  could  be  heard, 
he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  malignant  fever, 

of 
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of  which  he  died  in  the  fifty  fourth  year  of 
his  age. 

3.  Sir  William  Phips  was  born  of  poor  and 
obfcure  parents,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  New- 
England  ;    and  his  education   had  furnifhed 
him  with  few  advantages  for  literary  improve- 
ment ;    but   he  palled  through   a  variety  of 
fcenes  in  active  life.      His    firft   employment 
was  that  of  keeping  fheep  ;  lie  was  next  a  fhip 
carpenter  ;  and  afterwards  a  feaman.     Having 
amaffed  a  considerable  fortune  by  difcovering 
a  Spaniih  wreck  near  Port  de  la  Plate,  he  was 
introduced  to  men  of  rank  and  fortune,  and' 
rofe  to  distinction*     Though  he  did  not  pofTefs 
the  reputation  of  being  a  deep  politician,  he 
was  a  man  of  great  induflry,  enterprife,  and. 
firmnefs,  attentive  to  the  duties  of  religion ,. 
and  ftudious  to  promote  piety  and  virtue  in" 
others.  * 

4.  After  Sir  William  Phips  left  the  prov- 
ince, the  authority  devolved  upon  lieutenant-  ^59^ 
governour  Stoughton.  Previously  to  his  enter- 
ing on  his  adminiftration,  the  country  was 
again  involved  in  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
Sieur  Villien,  with  a  body  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Indians,  collected  from  the  tribes  of  St. 
John,,  Penobfcot,  and  Norridgway,  marched 
againft  the  people  on  Oyfter  river,  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  killed  and  captured  an  hundred 
perfons,  and  burned  twenty  houfes,  of  which 

five  were  garrilbns. 

5.     During  the  remainder  of  this  and  the 

fub  feculent 

*  Mather,  vol.  ii.  p.  68.     Life  of  Sir  William  Phip* 
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fubfequent  winter,  the  Indians  continued  to 
ravage  the  frontiers.  In  1696  they,  in  con- 
junction with  the  French,  took  and  demolifhed 
Pemaquid  fort  ;  *'  and  exulting  in  their  fuc- 
cefs,  threatened  to  involve  the  country  in 
ruin  and  defolatiori. 

1697  ^*  -^ms  year  a  ^ee*  ftifed  from  France  to 
Newfoundland  ;  expecting  to  be  joined  by  an 
army  from  Canada,  in  order  to  ailault  Boften? 
and  ravage  the  coaft  to  Pifcataqua  ;  but  the 
feafon  being  far  advanced,  and  their  provilions 
fcanty,  the  French  were  obliged  to  relinquifh 
their  deiign  of  invading  the  country.  After 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick  took  place,  the  govern- 
our  of  Canada  informed  the  Indians  that  he 
could  no  longer  fupport  their  caufe,  and' ad- 
viied  them  to  bury  the  hatchet  and  reftore 
their  prifoners.  This  induced  them  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  at  Cafco,  by  which  they  fut> 
mitted  to  the  Eritifh  government. 

1699  7.  After  the  war  in  Europe  was  terminat- 
ed, the  king  appointed  the  earl  of  Bellamont 
governour  of  New-York,  Maflachuietts,  and 
New  Hampfhire.  The  earl  arrived  in  Bofton, 
May  26,  1699,  and  in  the  fame  year  held  two 
feiTions  of  the  general  court.  The  politenefs 
and  affability  of  his  behaviour,  his  attention 
to  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  colonies,  and 
his  refpeclful  attendance  upon  the  congrega- 
tional lectures,  conciliated  the  minds  of  the 
people,  who  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  def- 
erence, 

*  On  a  point  of  land,  and  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  of  the  fame 
aame,  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  Booth  bay  in  the  diihift  of  Mawe, 
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erence.  His  death,  which  took  place  at  New- 
York,  March  18th,  the  following  year,  was 
greatly  regretted  by  the  people  in  his  ieveral 
governments.  * 

8.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England  were 
folicitous  to  ufe  thofe  intervals  when  they 
were  not  engaged  in  war  with  the  natives,  in 
promoting  the  :means  of  inftruclion.  In  1699 
the  Hon.  William  Stoughton,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernour  of  the  province  of  MafTachufetts, 
erected  a  building  for  .the  accommodation  of 
the  ftudents  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
It  was  called  "  Stoughton  Hall"  after  his  name, 
and  ferved  to  perpetuate  his  memory. 

9.  The  deiign  of  founding  a  college  in 
Connecticut,  was  firii  concerted  by  feveral 
refpectable  and  pious  min liters  of  that  colony, 
with  a  primary  view  to  the  education  of  youth 
for  the  miniitry.  Ten  of  the  principal  clergy- 
men upon  being  nominated  to  ft  and.  as  truftees 
in  .order  to  eitablifh  this  inftitution,  convened 
at  New-Haven  in  1706,  accepted  the  charge, 
and  founded  a  college  at  Killingfworth.  The 
following  year  they  obtained  a  charter  from 
the  general  affembly  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
grant  of  money  for  the  encouragement  of  this 
infant  femmary*  t 

10.  The  college  was  removed  to  Saybrook 
in  1707,  where  it  continued  till  1716,  when 
it  was  permanently  fixed  at  New-Haven  ;  and 
the  following  year  a  large  and  commodious 
building  was  erected  for  the  reception  of  the 

'     O  A. 

*  BelKn*p,   vol.  i.  p.  281.  ftudentS, 

t  Holmes's  life  of  prcfident  Siiks,  p.  38(>. 
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undents.     At  :  :  commencement,  which 

was  held  at  New-Haven  in  1718,  it  was  called 

?,  in  commemoration  of  governour 

Yale's  great  generofity,  who  had  been  one  of 

molt  liberal  t 

11.     The  inhabitants   of  Connecticut   i 
great  attention  to  the  religious   as   well  as  the 
literary  ftate  of  the  colony.      In    1 70S  a  fynod 
was  ed  at  Say  brook,   compofed  of  the 

mir.  :.d  delegates  from  the  churches  of 

l,    Fairfield,    and    New- 
Lor.  ith  two  or  more  meiiengers  from  a 

convention  of  the  churches  in  each  county.  This 

..urch  govern- 
ment and  difciplir.e,  which  is  ftyled  the 
brook  platform  ;  and  which  became  the  t 
ed  conftitution  of  the  Connecticut  chur 
i702       12.     Th:  bo  fucceeded 

king  William,  appointed  Jofeph  Dudley,  eiq. 
governour  of  Mai  :ts   and  New-H 

ihire.       In  conformity    to  his  inftructio: 
required  the  fiv  a  permanent  falary,  for 

himfelf  and  his  iucceffors.     But  the  tendency 
of  tl  ure  to  'i  the  control  of  the 

crown   over  the  pr.-ceedings  of  the  legiflature, 
was  fo  ~nd  met  with   fuch 

a  fpirited  oppoiition,  both  from   the   council 
and  he  j  ives,  that  after  a  long 

,   the   g  1  to  relin- 

quish the  obj  •" 
1703       13,  j^ted  and  aflifted 

..  .  fual  by  the  Fj  were  preparing  for 

hofiUitici 
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•fcoftillties  when  governour  Dudley  b^gan  his 
adminiftration.  In  order  to  avert,  if  poflible, 
the  calamity  of  a  frefh  war,  the  governour 
held  a  conference  with  delegates  from  the  In- 
dian  tribes,  and  though  they  gave  the  ftrongelt 
affurances  of  their  pacific  difpofition,  a  body  of 
French  and  Indians  foon  after  attacked  all  the 
fettlements '  from  Cafco  to  Wells  ;  killed  and 
took  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  perfons,  and 
burned  manv  buildings.  At  this  diftre^in^ 
period,  the  women  and  children  repaired  to  the 
garrifon,  the  men  went  armed  to  labour,  and 
pofted  fentinels  in  the  fields,  and  the  whc 
frontier  country,  from  Deerfield  to  Cafcc 
kept  in  continual  t  err  our  by  fmall  parties  of 
the  enen 

1 4.  Before  the  ciofe  of  the  year,  the  Indians 
made  a  defcent  upon  Deerfield,  a  remote  fet- 
tlement  on  Connecticut  river.  After  putting 
forty  of  the  inhabitants  to  death,  and  captur- 
ing an  hundred,  they  departed,  leaving  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  bu:'  2& 
They  conducted  the  prifoners  to  C  where 
Vaudreuil,  the  French  governour,  treated  them 
with  great  humanity. 

15.  The  colonies  raifed  forces  to  repel  their  1704 
lavage   attacks,   and  the   chief  command  v. 
given  to  Col.  Church,  who  had  rendered  him- 

(elf  famous  by  his  exploits  in  the  Philipic  war. 
By  governour  Dudley's  order,  he  led  his  army 
to  the  eaflern   mores.      At   Piicataqua  he  v 
joined  by  a  body  of  men,  under  major  Hilton, 
K  who 

.  nap.    Pcohallov  '*  ESftosj  of  I  '  Ht    -I 
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who  did  him  eminent  fervice.  The  Englifh 
army  deftroyed  the  towns  of  Minas  and  Chieg- 
nuto,  and  did  confiderable  damage  to  the 
Fiench  and  Indians  at  Penobfcot  and  Paflama- 
quaddy.* 

f05  1 6.  The  governour  at  this  period  deputed 
feveral  gentlemen  to  Canada,  for  the  exchange 
of  prifoners.  They  returned  with  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Deer  field,  and  other  cap- 
tives. The  French  governour  fent  a  comrnif- 
fioner  to  Bolton  with  propofals  for  a  neutral- 
ity ;  though  governour  Dudley  was  unwilling 
to  accede  to  his  plan  ;  yet  by  protracting  the 
negociation,  the  frontiers  were  preferved  tol- 
erably quiet  during  the  remainder  of  this 
year. 

'06  17.  In  April,  the  Indians  killed  eight,  and 
wounded  two  people  at  Oyfter  river.  The 
garrifon  was  near,  but  not  a  man  in  it.  The 
women  however  feeing  nothing  but  death  be- 
fore them,  put  on  hats,  loofened  their  hair, 
and  fired  fo  brifkly,  that  the  enemy,  appre- 
hending the  people  were  alarmed,  fled  without 
burning  or  even  plundering  the  houfe  they 
had  attacked,  f 

18.  The  following  year  the  colonifts.  made 
an  attempt  againlt  port  Royal  ;  but  from  a 
difagreement  among  the  officers,  and  a  mifap- 
prehenfion  of  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  garri- 
fon,  they  were  uniuccefcfui.  In  the  mean 
time  the   Indians   continued  their  deilrucHve 

depredations. 

*  Church*  Hiflory  of  the  IndUr;  War,  p.  1G9. 
•  'knap,  vol,  i.  p.  399. 


Hifory  of  New-England.  Ill 

depredations.  In  1708  they  penetrated  int® 
MafTachufetts,  burned  part  of  the  town  of 
Haverhill,  killed  about  an  hundred  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  took  a  large  number  of  prif- 
oners. 

19.  This  year  the  territory  of  Aeadie*  was  I-7.JN 
fubdued  by  the  furrender  of  port  RoyaL 
Col.  Vetch  was  appointed  governour,  and  its 
name  was  changed  to  Annapolis,  in  honour  of 
the  queen.  This  fuccefs  encouraged  the  colo- 
nifts  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  £)uebeck9 
General  Nicholfon  failed  to  England  to  folicit 
affiftance  for  this  purpofe,  and  his  application 
was  fuccefsful.f 

20.  The  combined  army  of  Britifh  and  171 
Americans,  engaged  in  this  enterprize,  amount- 
ed to  about  6500  men.  The  fleet  failed  from 
Bofton  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  the  Englifh 
and  Americans  entertained  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  Thefe  were  all  blafied  in 
one  fatal  night,  when  eight  tranfports  were 
wrecked  on  Egg  ill  and,  near  the  north  fhore, 
and  a  thoufand  people  perifhed,  among  whom 
there  was  net  but  one  man  who  belonged  to  New- 
England.  The  expedition  was  relinquished, 
and  the  people  felt  the  keeneft  difappointment 
and  regret.  The  failure  of  this  expedition  en- 
couraged the  Indians  to  continue  their  ravages 
until  the  following  year,  when  intelligence  of  the 
treaty  of  Utretch  arrived  in  New-England  ; 

and 


*  The  name  by  which  Nova-Scotia  was  known  when  it  belonged 
to  the  French. 

+  Wynne's  Hiflory  of  the  Britifli  Empire, 
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and,  on  the  29th  of  O&oher,  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  was  proclaimed  at  Portfmouth  ;  and  the 
Indians,  no  longer  ftimulated  to  hoftilit^,  by 
the  French,  readily  concluded  a  peace.  * 

21.  During  the  war,  MaiTachufetts  and 
New-Hampfhire  were  particularly  expofed  to 
the  ravages  of  the  Indians,  which  prevented 
the  increafe  of  their  population  in  proportion 
to  the  other  colonies.  Since  Philip's  war,  it 
was  computed  that  MaiTachufetts  had  loll  from 
five  to  fix  thoufand  foldiers,  This  province, 
whilft  the  war  lafled,  was  alio  fubjected  to 
heavy  taxes,  without  any  compenfation  from 
the  parent  ftate. 

22.  Notwithstanding  that  thefe  difficulties 
retarded  the  population  of  MaiTachufetts,  a 
large  number  of  new  townfhips  jp^brmed 
in  the  province.  The  New-Englandi  churches, 
in  the  mean  time,  were  rapidly  multiplying.  In 
1696  there werean  hundred  and  thirty  churches 
formed  in  the  colonies  ;  thirty-live  of  which 
were  in  Connecticut.  For  feventy  years  from 
the  firfc  fettlemcnt  of  this  colony,  the  congre- 
gational was  the  only  mode  of  worfhip.  Some 
of  the  people  at  Stratford,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  epifcopalian  fentiments,  in  1706', 
introduced  a  clergyman  of  that  perfualion. 
The  novelty  of  the  affair,  and  other  circum- 
fcances,  gained  a  confiderable  affembly  ;  and 
he  baptized  twenty-five  perfons.  This  was  the 
firft  ftep  towards  introducing  the  church  wor- 
ihip  in  the  colony,  f 

23.     In 

*  Kiflory  of  Canada.  f  Trumbull. 
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23.  In  the  year  which  reflored  peace  to  the  171 
colonies,  the  long  contefted  queftion,  of  boun- 
dary between  MafFachufetts  and  Connecticut, 
was  fettled  to  the  fatisfaction  of  both  parties, 
and  the  lands,  granted  to  Connecticut,  applied 
for  the-  fupport  of  Yale  college.  In  the  fame- 
year  the  conteft,  refpecting  the  boundary  with 
Rhode-Ifland,  was  alfo  adjufted  by  agreement, 

24.  At  this  period  Connecticut  had  fettled 
forty  five  towns,  and  the  number  of  ordained 
ministers  was  forty-three.  There  were  beiides 
candidates  preaching, in  the  towns,  in  which 
churches  were  not  formed.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  had  multiplied  to  about  feven- 
teen  thouianch 

25.  Although  about  two  years  iince,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  town  of  Bofton  was  laid 
in  afhes,  by  an  accidental  fire ?•;  and,  notwidb- 
Handing  the  inhabitants  of  New-England  were 
confiderably  in  debt,  on  account  of  the  late 
war,  it  was  foon  rebuilt  in  a  far  more  elegant 
and  commodious  manner  than  before.  This 
evinced  the  prodigious-  acqflifitions  the  people 
had  made  in  commerce  and  induftry,  fince  the 
foundation  of  the  colony.  The  peace  of 
Utrecht  greatly  ihcreafed  the  wealth  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  New-England.  The  authors  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory  obferve,  that,  u  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thole  colonies,  to  their  native  love  of 
liberty,  added  now -the  polite  arts  of  life  ;  in- 
duilry   was    ernbelliihed   by   elegance  ;    and, 

K2.  what 

*Oaober  30th,  17U,      MaflaehttfeUS  Hiftorical   Collcclior.s,  ■  ■ 
vol.  v.  p.  52, 
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what  would  have  been  hardly  credible  in  an- 
cient Greece  and  Rome,  in  lets  than  fourfcore 
years,  colonies,  almoft  unafliiled  by  their 
mother  country,  arofe  in  the  wilds  of  America, 
which,  if  tranfplanted  to  Europe,  and  rendered 
an  independent  government,  would  have  made 
no  mean  figure  amidft  her  fovereign  ftates** 


!>-*: 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

Acceffton  of  George  I.  Appointment  of  CoL  Shut?, 
and  Removal  of  Mr.  Dudley.  Of  the  Govern- 
ours  Altercation  with  the  People.  Prevalence 
of  the  Smallpox.  War  with  the  French  and  In- 
dians. Death  of  the  Jefuit  Ralle.  Peace,  Fort 
Dummer  built.  Appointment  of  Mr.  Burnet. 
His  Controverfy  with  Mafjachufetts.  He  dies, 
and  is  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Belcher.  Controverfy 
rcfpecling  the  Governour\  Salary  terminated. 

™I4  i.  VJTEORGE  I.  who  afcended  the  throne 
of  Great-Britain,  after  the  death  of  queen 
Anne,  appointed  CoL  Samuel  Shute  govern- 
our  of  Maffachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire. 
Mr.  Dudley  was  removed,  and,  having  paffed 
through  many  fcenes  of  active  life,  retired  to 
a  private  ftation.      He  was  celebrated  by  his 

fronds 

*  Univcrfal  Hiftory,  vol,  xix.  p.  33$. 
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friends  for  his  diligence,  frugality,  and  judg- 
ment ;  whilft  he  was  charged  by  his  enemies 
with  bribery,  corruption,  and  other  crimes. 
Ambition  appeals  to  have  been  his  ruling  paf- 
fion  ;  and  his  arbitrary  principles  rendered  his 
adminiftration  unpopular  in  New-England. 

2.  Col.  Shute  arrived  in  Bofton,  October 
1ft,  and  was  received  with  the  ufual  parade. 
The  fubfequent  fummer,  attended  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  council  from  both  provinces,  he 
met  the  Indians  at  Arrowfwick  iiland,  *  and 
exerted  all  his  influence  to  confirm  them  in 
their  friendfhip  ;  and  in  order  to  induce  them 
to  relinquifh  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  in 
which  they  were  inftructed  by  the  French,  he 
offered  them  an  Indian  bible,  and  a  proteft- 
ant  mifiionary.  They  rejected  both,  but  a;> 
their  aged  men  were  extremely  averfe  to  a 
new  war,  they  agreed,  after  fome  altercation^ 
to  renew  the  treaty  which  was  made  at  Fortf- 
mouth,  t 

3.  Some  time  elapfed  before  there  was  an 
open  oppofition  to  governoftr  Shute's  adminif- 
tration. Subjects  of  contention  however  arofe* 
and  multiplied  during  feveral  years.  In  1720 
the  popular  refentment  was  highly  inflamed, 
by  his  negativing  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  and  difiblving  the  court  upon 
their  refufmg  to  make  another  choice.  He  re-> 
vived  the  controverfy  respecting  a  fixed  falary., 

which 

*  In  the  Diftri£l  of  Maine,  near  to  Parker's  ifland,  in  ihe  mouth 
ofKennebeck  river. 

t  Hutchinfon,  vol,  ii»  p.  mi      Jiiftorkal  Collections,  vol,  \%, 
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which  was  began  by  governour  Dudley,  and 
was  equally  unmccefsful.  The  inhabitants  of 
New-Hampmire  were  however  fatisfied  with 
his  government,  as  far  as  refpected  themfelves, 
and  contributed  more  than  their  proportion 
towards  his  lupport. 

4.  The  oppofition,  which  the  governour  met 
with  in  Maffachufetts,  induced  him  in  1 722  to 
return  to  England.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  ex- 
hibited a  variety ,  of  complaints  againft  the 
houfe  of  representatives.  The  Brkifh  miniltry 
were  highly  irritated,  and  concluded  that  it 
was  the  object  of  the  people  to  be  independent 
of  the  parent  country.  The  refult  was,  that 
the  province  was  obliged  to  accept  an  explan- 
atory charter,  (Auguit  12th  1724,)  confirming 
iVo.  power  of  the  governour  to  negative  the 
ipeaker  ;  and  denying  to  the  houfe  of  repre- 
sentatives the  right  of  adjourning  itfelf  longer 
than  two  days-.  * 

5.  Whillt.  the  province  was  diftrefled  by 
Internal  divilions,  and  alarmed  with  the  appre- 
heniion  of  a  fourth  Indian  war,  the  prevalence 
of  the  imallpox,  which  raged  in  Bofton  and 
the  other  adjacent  towns,  was  a  fource  of  ad- 
ditional calamity.  In  Bofton  844  died  of  this 
difeafe.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal clergymen  in  that  place,  having  read  of 
the  practice  of  innoculation  at  Conftantinople, 
recommended  it  to  the  phyficians.  They  all 
declined  it,  except  Dr.  Boylfton,  who  began 
with  Us  own  family,  and   proved   fuccefsful. 

But 

f  Kutchinfop,  vol.  ii.  p£C   245. 
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But  the  practice  being  new,  he  was  obliged  to 
contend  with  popular  prejudice,  and  fuffered 
much  public  odium"  on  this  account. 

6.  In  the  mean  time,  the  country  fuffered 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  The 
influence  of  the  French  was  increafed  by  Se- 
baftian  Ralle,  a  jefuit  miflionary,  who  had  ef- 
tablifhed  a  church  at  Norridgwog.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  fenfe,  learning,  and  addrefs,  and 
an  enthufiahV  for  his  country  and  religion.  He 
exerted  all  the  energy  of  his  mind  to  inflame 
the  paffions  of  the  Indians,  againft.  the  colonifts, 
In  1721  a  body  of  troops  was  ordered  to  Nor- 
ridgwog to  feize  Ralle,  who,  having  received 
an  intimation  of  their  defign,  had  efcaped* 
But  they  fecured  his  papers,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  governour  of  Canada  was 
deeply  engaged  in  exciting  the  Indians  to  a 
rupture,  and  had  promifed  them  his  affiftance, 

7.  This  attempt  to  feize  their  fpiritual  fa- 
ther ftimulated  the  Indkns  to  revenge.  After 
committing  feveral  hoftile  acls,  they  made  a 
furious  attack  on  the  town  of  Brunfwick., 
which  they  deftroyed.  This  affion  determin- 
ed the  government  to  iffue  a  declaration  of 
war  againft  them,  which  was  pubHIhed  at  Bof- 
ton  and  Portfmcuth,  on  the  25th  of  July.  * 

8.  The  devaluations  of  the  Indians  during 
this,  and  the  fubfequent  year,  caufed  the  gov- 
ernment to  refolve  on  an  expedition  to  Nor- 
ridgwog. The  captains  Moulton  and  Harman, 
of  York,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  one 

hundred 

*  Belknap,  vol.  ii.  p.  51. 


118  Hiftory  of  New -Engl  and: 

hundred  men,  executed  their  orders  with  great 
addrefs.  They  completely  invefted  and  fur- 
prized  that  village  ;  killed  the  obnoxious  jefuit 
with  about  eighty  of  his  Indians  ;  recovered 
three  captives  ;  deftroyed  the  chapel,  and 
brought  away  the  plate  and  furniture  of  the 
*  altar. 
1725  9.  This  year  the  provinces  of  Maffachufets 
and  New-Hampfhire  lent  commiffioners  to  the 
governour  of  Canada,  to  remonftrate  againft 
his  injuftice  in  countenancing  the  Indians,  and 
to  infift  upon  his  withdrawing  his  aid.  This 
remonflrance  had  the  defired  eflecl:,  and  a 
peace  was  foon  after  concluded  at  Falmouth 
v/ith  the  Indian  tribes. 

10.  In  the  year  1724,  a  fettlement  was 
firil  made  within  the  prefent  limits  of  Ver- 
mont. The  government  of  MafTachufetts  then 
built  fort  Dummer,  upon  Connecticut  river-. 
This  fort  was  at  that  time  admitted  to  be 
within  MafTachufetts.  It  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  is  now  included 
in  the  ftate  of  Vermont. # 

11.  After  the  departure  of  governour 
Shute,  Mr.  William  Dummer,  the  then  lieuten- 
ant governour,  fucceeded  him  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  MafTachufetts.  Mr.  Wentworth, 
lieutenant  governour  of  New-Hampfhire,  man- 
aged the  concerns  of  that  province. 

12.  Upon  the  acceflion  of  George  II.  Wfl- 
liam  Burnet,  ion  to  the  celebrated   bifhop  of 

Saru'm, 

*  Wiliraras'  Hiftory  of  Vermont,  p.  211. 
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Samm,  and  a  man  of  good  underftanding  and 
polite  literature,  was  appointed  governour 
of  MafTachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire.  He  had 
pofitive  inftrucliions  from  the  crown  to  infift 
upon  a  permanent  falary,  which  being  perem- 
torily  refufed  by  the  aflembly  of  MafTachufetts, 
a  warm  altercation  took  place  on  this  long  con- 
tended point.  New-Hampfhire  granted  him  a 
fixed  falary  on  certain  conditions.  His  death, 
which  took  place  in  1729,  has  been  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  effect  of  his  controverfy  with 
MafTachufetts. 

13.  The  Englifh  mmiftry  highly  refented  1730 
the  treatment,  which  Mr.  Burnet,  who  had 
previoufly  been  a  popular  governour  in  New- 
York,  and  New-Jerfey,  received  in  MafTachu- 
fetts, and  it  was  propofed  to  reduce  that  prov- 
ince to  a  mere  abfolute  dependence  upon  the 
crown.  However,  a  fpirit  of  moderation 
finally  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Belcher,  a 
native  of  MafTachufetts,  was  appointed  govern- 
our, and  was  received  in  Bofton  with  great 
joy.  At  the  commencement  of  his  adminiflra- 
tion  he  attempted  to  obtain  a  fixed  falary,  but 
the  afTembly  of  the  province  continued  their 
oppofition  with  fuch  inflexible  perseverance, 
that  he  gave  up  the  point,  and  endeavoured 
to  obtain  a  relaxation  in  his  inftruclioiis.  A 
confent  to  receive  particular  funis  was  obtained 
for  feveral  years  ;  and  at  length  a  general  per- 
million  was  conceded  to  receive  fuch  Turns,  as 
flio.uld  be  granted  by  the  affembly.     Thus  the 

tedious 
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tedious  con  trover  fy  reflecting  the  governour's 
falary  was  finally  terminated.  * 

14.  Whilft  the  provinces  of  MafTachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire  were  engaged  in  alterca- 
tions with  the  governours  who  were  appointed 
by  the  crown,  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Ifland  enjoyed,  under  their  ancient 
charters,  the  privilege  of  choofing  their  own 
rulers. 

15.  Though  the  altercations  between  the 
governours  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  the 
general  affemblies  of  MafTachufetts  afford  little 
entertainment,  fimply  confidered  ;  yet  they 
appear  more  interefting  when  viewed  as  re- 
flating from  that  love  of  liberty,  which  ever 
formed  a  diftinguifhed  trait  in  the  character 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New-England.  The  op- 
pofition,  which  was  made  to  fixing  a  falary  on 
the  royal  governours,  nurtured  a  fpirit  of  in- 
dependence ;  and  early  habits  of  refusing  the 
encroachments  of  Britain,  prepared  them  for 
that  arduous  conteft  which  finally  terminated 
in  a  feneration  from  the  parent  (late. 

*  Belknap,  vol.  ii.  p.  93.- 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 


A  Party  is  dijfatisfied  with  Mr.  Belcher's  Gov- 
eminent.     Divifional  Line  fettled  between  Maf 

fachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire.  Removal  of 
Mr.  Belcher.  Mr.  Shirley  appointed  Governour, 
Reduclion  ofLouiJburg.    Difperfton  of  the  French 

.Fleet.     Treaty  of  Peace. 


1.  IN  OTWITHSTANDING    governour  1731 
Belcher's  popular  talents,and  the  integrity  of  his 
conduct,  an  oppofition  was  formed  againlt.  him, 

and  complaints  of  his  conduct  were  transmitted 
to  England.  Mr.  Dunbar,  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernour of  New-Hampfhire,  was  at  the  head  of 
this  party.  Their  object  was  not  only  to  dif- 
place  Mr.  Belcher,  but  to  obtain  a  diftinct  gov- 
ernour for  that  province,  who  mould  have  no 
connexion  with  MaiTachufetts.  And  in  order 
to  remove  the  obftacle  which  arofe  from  the 
fmallnefs  of  New-Hampfhire,  they  were  defi- 
rous  to  have  the  bounds  of  their  territory 
fixed  and  enlarged. 

2.  The  controverfy  between  MaiTachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire,  refpecting  the  divifional 
line,  was  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  lords  of 
.the  council,  who  gave  the  latter  a  tract  of 
country  fourteen  miles  in  breadth,  and  above 

L  fifty 
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fifty  in  length,  more  than  they  had  ever 
claimed.  Notwithstanding  the  politicians  of 
Maffachufetts  were  chagrined  and  enraged, 
and  petitioned  the  king  that  he  would  re- 
annex  the  lands  to  their  government,  their 
petition  was  /rejected,  and  New-Hampfhire 
formed  into  a  feparate  government.  * 

3.    In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Belcher's  enemies 
were  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  re- 
move him  ;    and  by  inceffant  applications  to 
the  miniftry3  by  mifreprefentation,  falfehood, 
and  forgery,  they  accomplished  their  views. 
He  repaired  to  court,  and  having  clearly  evinc- 
ed his  integrity,  and  the  bafe  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  was  appointed   governour   of  New- 
Jerfey,  where  he  palled  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  peace,  and  where   his   memory  has 
been  treated  with  merited  refpect.     Mr.  Bel- 
cher was  fucceeded  in  Maffachufetts  by  William 
Shirley,  efq.  and  in  New-Hampfhire  by  Benning 
Wentworth,  efq. 
1744      4.     Intelligence  of  war   with   France   and 
Spain   being    received   in    Maffachufetts,    the 
general  court  l  efolved  to  raife  forces  to  attack 
Nova-Scotia.       Governour    Shirley   projected 
an  enterprize  againft  Louifburg,  which  from 
its  great  ftrength  was  called  "  the  dunkirk  of 
America."     Twenty-five  years,  and  thirty-mil- 
lions of  livres,  had  been  employed  in  its  forti- 
fications, t     In  order  to  reduce  this  town,  the 
governour  folicited  and  obtained  naval  affift- 

ance 

*  Belknap,  vol.  il.  p.   \jt. 
r+  Modern  uaiverfal  hiftory,  vol-  fcix.  p.  |<»f 
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ance  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Warren.  The  forces  employed* 
by  Maffachufetts  amounted  ,  to  upwards  of 
3,200  men.  The  colonies  of  New-Hampfhire 
and  Rhode-Iiland  furniihed  each  300  ;  and 
Connecticut  500.  William  Pepperell,  efq.  of 
Eittery,  was  appointed  to  command  the  land 
forces. 

5.     The  final  refolution  for  this  enterprize 
againft  Louifburg,  was  carried  by  the  majority 
of  one  only.     After  they  had  embarked,  the 
hearts  of  many  began  to  fail.     Some  repented 
that  they  had  voted  for  the  expedition,  or 
promoted  it  ;  and  the  moft  thoughtful  were 
involved  in  the  greateft  perplexity.  # 
-  6.     Towards  the  end  of  April,  commodore  1 745" 
Warren  arrived  from  the  Weft-Indies,  with  a 
fixty-four  gun  ihip,  and  two  Ihips  of  forty  guns. 
He  was  foon  after  joined  by  another  of  forty, 
which  had  reached  Canfo  a  fhort  time  before* 
The  men  of  war  failed  immediately  to  cruife 
before*  Louifburg.     The  forces  foon  followed5 
and  landed  at  Ghapeaurouge  Bay,  the  laft  day 
of   April.      The   tranfports    were   difcovered 
from  the  town  early  in  the  morning,  which 
gave  the    inhabitants  the  firft  knowledge  of 
the  defign. 

7.    The  fecond  day  after  landing,  four  hun- 
dred^ men  marched  round  behind  the  hills,  to 
the  noytheaft  part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  nighty 
where  they  burned  the  warehoufes  containing. 
the  naval  ftores.     The  clouds  of  thick  frnoke5 

proceeding 

♦•Belknap,  vol,  ii.  p,  S14* 
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proceeding  from  the  pitch,  tar,  and  other  com* 
buftibles,  driven  by  the  wind  into  the  great 
battery,  terrified  the  French  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  they  abandoned  it,  and  retired  to  the 
city,  after  having  fpiked  the  guns,  and  thrown 
their  powder  into  a  well. 

8.  The  hardfhips  of  the  liege  were  with 
out  parallel  in  all  preceding  American  opera- 
tions. The  army  was  employed  for  fourteen 
nights  fucceffively,  in  drawing  cannon,  mor- 
tars, &c.  for  two  miles  through  a  morafs  to 
their  camp.  The  Americans  were  yoked  to- 
gether, and  performed  labour  beyond  the 
power  of  oxen,  which  labour  could  be  done 
only  in  the  night,  or  in  a  foggy  day  j  the 
place  being  within  clear  view  and  random  met 
of  the  enemy's  walls. 
1745  9.  The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  was  ac- 
celerated by  the  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  a 
French  fixty  gun  fliip  with  5GO  men  on  board, 
and  a  great  variety  of  military  ftores  for  the 
relief  of  the  garrifon.  This  event  threw  the 
enemy  into  great  perturbation  ;  and  the  pre- 
parations, which  were  evidently  making  for  a 
general  ailault,  determined  Duchambon,  the 
commanding  officer,  to  furrender  ;  and  accord- 
ingly on  the  17th  of  June  he  capitulated.  The 
French  flag  however  was  kept  flying  as  a  decoy, 
by  which  means  the  enemy's  mips,  eftimated 
at  600,000  /.  fterling,  were  taken  by  the  fquad- 
ron  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where  they 

failed 
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failed  as  ufual,   not  knowing  that  the  place- 
had  furrendered  to  the  Englifh.  * 

10.  Upon  entering  the  fortrefs  and  viewing 
its  ftrength,  and  the  plenty  and  variety  of  its 
means  of  defence,  the  moft  courageous  were 
appalled,  and  the  impracticability  of  carrying 
it  by  aflault  was  fully  demonftrated. 

11.  The  weather  was  remarkably  fine  dur- 
ing the  fiege  ;  but  the  rains  began  the  day 
after  the  furrender,  and  continued  ten  days 
inceffantly,  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  expedition,  had  not  the 
capitulation  prevented. 

12.-  The  religious  inhabitants  of  New-Eng-  174S-: 
land  contemplated  with  pious  gratitude  the 
remarkable  interpofitions  of  divine  providence, 
in  the  reduction  of  this  town,  and  the  almoil 
miraculous  prefervation  of  the  army  from 
deftruclion.  f 

13.-  The  -fuccefs  of  the  expedition  againu: 
Eouifburg  excited  univerfal  joy  in  America, 
and  filled  Europe  with  aftonifhment.  The 
enterprizing  fpirit  of  New-England  gave  a  fe- 
rious  alarm  to  thofe  jealous  fears,  which  had 
long  predicted  the  independence  of  the  colonies,, 
But  though  the  Engltfh  were  difpofed  to  af- 
cribe  the  merit  of  the  conqueit  to  the  navy, 
colonel  Pepperell  received  with  the  title  of 
L  2-  baronet3 

*  See  letters  relating  to  the  expedition  againft  Cape  Breton,  in 
the  collections  of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  vol,  i. 
See  alfo  Belknap,  vol.  ii.  p.  221,  222. 

f  Prince's  Thankfgiving  kimon  ©n  tte  t«kJRg  of  L©»iJVurg,  p 
i*45>  p.  22—25, 
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baronet,  the  more  fubftantial  reward  of  a  regi- 
ment in  the  Britiih  eftablifhment  to  be  railed 
in  America.  The  fame  honour  and  emolu- 
ment was  beftowed  on  governour  Shirley  ; 
and  after  much  difficulty  and  delay,  parliament 
reimb.urfed  the  colonies  for  their  expenfes.  * 
1746  14.  Whilft  the  Britifh  colonies,  elated  with 
fuccefs,  planned  a  new  expedition  againft  Canada, 
the  French,  ftimulated  by  revenge,  formed  the 
delign  of  invading  New-England.  For  this 
purpofe  a  very  powerful  ileet  and  army,  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  d'  Anville,  failed 
for  the  American  coaft.  This  formidable  ar?- 
mament  confided  of  a  large  number  of  fhips 
of  war,  and  tranfpcrts  containing  about  eight 
thoufand  difciplined  troops,  with  veteran  offi- 
cers, and  all  kinds  of  military  ftores. 

15.  The  colonies  were  difappointed  in  their 
expectation  of  a  Britifh  fquadron  for  their  de^ 
fence  ;  and  their  lituation  appeared  extremely 
dangerous.  They  were  however  at  length 
providentially  relieved.  The  French  fleet  was 
vifited  by  fuch  a  mortal  ficknefs,  that  thirteen 
hundred  died  at  lea  ;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
thofe  who  remained  were  extremely  weakened 
and  difpirited.  In  addition  to  this  calamity, 
the  fleet  was  difperfed  by  a  violent  tempefl. 
The  commander,  in  defpair,  put  a  period  to 
his  life  by  poifon  ;  and  the  vice-admiral  fell  on 
his  fword.     Part  of  the  fhips  were  loft,  and 

thofe 
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tliole  which  efcaped  definition  were  obliged 
to  return  fingly  to  France.  * 

1 6.  Dr.  Belknap  obferves,  "  never  was  the 
hand  of  divine  providence  more  vifible  than 
on  this  occafion.  Never  was  a  difappointment 
more  fevere  on  the  lide  of  an  enemy,  nor  a 
deliverance  more  complete,  without  human 
help,  in  favour  of  this  country.! 

17.  When  the  alarm  occasioned  by  the 
French  fleet  had  fubfided,  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced  to  profecute  the  expedition 
againft  Canada.  Governour  Shirley  was  fo 
intent  upon  attacking  Crown  Point,  that  he 
had  even  propofed  to  march  thither  in  the 
winter,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  draw  the  aliens 
bly  of  Maffachufetts  into  an  approbation  of 
his  project.  ;  but  the  prudence  of  the  Connec- 
ticut affembly,  who  refufed  to  furniili  their 
troops,  frustrated  this  raih  attempt  until  the 
enfuing  fpring.  The  termination  of  the  war 
prevented  the  renewal  of  the  plan.  By  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1 748,  it  was  flip- 
ulated,  that  all  things  mould  be  reftored  on  the 
footing  they  held  before  the  war.  J 

18.  No  fooner  were  the  diftrelTes  of  war 
clofed  by  the  renewal  of  peace,  than  the  eolo-  174£r 
nies  of  New-England  were  alarmed  with  the 
report    of  an  American  epifcopacy,   which  it 

was  the  moft  earneil  defire  of  Dr.   Thomas 
Seeker,  late  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  to  ef- 

tabiifh, 

*  Prince's  Thankfgiving  fcrraon,  p.  20. 

t  Belknap,  vol,  ii,  p,  230,  232,        %  Ibid,  p.  254. 
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tablifh.  *  The  colonies  were  oppofed  to  the 
introduction  of  epifcopacy  ;  becaufe  they  fup- 
pofed  it  would  be  accompanied  with  fuch  a 
degree  of  civil  power,  as  would  at  length  in- 
fringe upon  the  rights  of  other  denominations, 
and  they  had  the  fatisfaction  of  finding  the 
deiign  of  introducing  bifhops  laid  afide  for 
the  prefent. 
1749  19,  ^is  year  Venning  Wentworth,  efq. 
governour  of  New-Hampfhire,  made  a  grant 
to  that  colony  of  a  townfhip  fix  miles  fquare, 
which,  in  allufion  to  his  name,  was  called 
Bennington.  Within  the  term  of  four  or  five 
years,  he  made  feveral  other  grants  on  the. 
weft  fide  of  Connecticut  river.  J 

20.  An  elegant  author  obferves,  that  "  the 
war  which  terminated  in  1748,  difplayed  the 
character  of  the  New-England  colonies  in  an 
elevated  point  of  view,  with  profpects  of  in- 
creafing  greatnefs.  And  opportunities  occur- 
red of  exhibiting  Aat  ftrength  and  fpirit, 
which  afterwards  contributed  lb  effentially  to 
the  aggrandizement  of  their  mother  country, 
and  finally  to  their  own  fovereignty  and  ir> 
dependence.  J 


*  See  the  letters  of  Dr.  Seeker,  in  the  appendix  to  the  life  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  firft  prefident  of  king's  college  iu  New-York, 
by  Dr.    T.    B.    Chandler. 

+  Williams'  HiRory  of  Vermont,  p.  aia. 

i  Minors  Continuation,  vol.  i,  p.  82. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


Revival  of  the  Difputes  between  the  French  and 
Britijh  Colonies.  Congrefs  appointed.  French 
expelled  from  Nova-Scotia.  Defeat  of  General 
Braddock.  Mr.  Pitt  appointed  Prime  Mm- 
ifter.  Louifburgh  taken.  Several  French  Forts 
reduced.  Quebec  taken,  after  afevere  Battle,  in 
which  the  Generals  Wolfe  and  Montgomery  are 
flairu     Several  French  I/lands  reduced*     Peace-* 

1.  1  HE  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  had  not 
fatisfactorily  adjufted  the  controverted  points 
between  the  French  and  Englifh  concerning 
the  limits  of  their  refpective  fettlements  ;  and 
their  interfering  claims  threatened  to  revive 
the  flames  of  war.  Thefe  circumftances  in- 
duced Maffachufetts  and  five  other  provinces, 
to  appoint  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  at 
Albany  in  1754,  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting 
meafures  for  their  mutual  defence.  The  plan 
they  propofed  for  the  union  of  the  colonies 
was  however  rejected  both  in  America  and  in 
England,  though  the  reafons  for  rejection  in 
the  two  countries  were  opposite.  In  America 
k  was  confidered  as  veiling  too  much  power 
in  the  crown  ;  in  England  it  was  oppofed 
becaufe  it  gave  too  much  authority  to  the  k- 
giflative  aflemblies  of  the  colonies.* 

2.     This. 

*  Belknap,,  vol,  ii.  p.  284. 
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2.  This  year  feveral  expeditions  were  un- 
dertaken againft  the  French  fettlements.  The 
firft  object  was  to  expel  them  from  Nova-Sco- 
tia. The  fqrces  which  were  raifed  for  this 
purpofe  were  chiefly  from  Maffachufetts  ;  but 
the  command  was  given  to  Col.  Monckton,  a 
Britifh  officer.  This  enterprize  was  conducted 
with  energy,  and  crowned  with  fuccefs.  In 
the  courfe  of  about  a  month,  with  the  lofs  of 
only  three  men,  the  Englifh  found  themfelves 
in  complete  pofieffion  of  the  whole  province. 

3.  Gen.  Braddock,  foon  after,  with  2,20O 
Jkitifh  and  provincial  troops  marched  for  Fort 
du  Quefne.*  The  impetuofity  of  his  temper 
led  him  to  difregard  the  advice  of  his  officers ; 
he  entered  the  woods  without  reconnoitering 
the  enemy  ;  by  which  means  he  fell  into  an 
ambufcade  of  four  hundred,  chiefly  Indians,  by 
whom  he  was  defeated  and  mortally  wounded. 
The  regulars  were  thrown  into  the  greateft 
confternation,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion.  The  militia,  being  acccuftomed  to  In- 
dian lighting,  were  not  terrified  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree. The  general  had  difdainfully  turned 
tnem  into  the  rear,  where  they  continued  in 
a  body  unbroken,  and  under  the  conduct  of 
Col.  Wafhington,  then  his  aid-de-camp,  ferved 
as  a  moft  ufeful  rear  guard,  covered  the  re- 
treat of  the  Britifh  troops,  and  prevented  their 
being  entirely  deflroyed.f 

4.     At 

*  At  the  jon&ion  ©f  the  Alleghany  river  with  the  Monongahtla. 

+  Entick's  General  Hiftory  of  the  French  War,  vol.  i.  p.  i$J  ; 
and  Marfhai's  Life  of  Wafhington,  vol.  i.  p.  $92,  &c. 


•<4.  At  the  commencement  of  the  following 
year,  Lord  Loudon  was  appointed  to  com-  ^5S 
mand  his  majefty's  forces  in  North  America  ; 
and  a  difpute,  between  the  J3riti£h  and  Ameri- 
cans refpecting  their  rank  in  the  army,  retard- 
ed the  military  operations.  In  the  mean  time^ 
the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  the  French  general, 
by  the  energy  of  his  motions,  gained  great  ad- 
vantages. The  French  arms  were  alfo  in  va- 
rious inftances  crowned  with  fuccefs  in  the 
fubfequent  year  ;  in  the  clofe  of  which  the 
affairs  of  Great-Britain,  in  North  America, 
were  in  a  more  gloomy  fituation,  than  at  any 
former  period. 

5.  At  this  time  the  American  affairs  began 

to  affume  a  brighter  afpecl:.  The  great  Mr.  I'^S 
Pitt,  afterwards  earl  of  Chatham,  was- placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  miniftry.  His  ad- 
miniftration  united  all  parties,  and  reftored 
fuch  order,  unanimity,  and  .decifion  to  the 
public  counfels,  that  the  force  of  the  empire 
was  dire&ed  with  fuccefs  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe. 

6.  The  reduction  o£  Louifburg,  which  had 
been  reftored  to  the  French  by  the  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  was  undertaken  with  enthu- 
iiafm  and  zeal  ;  and  the  fpirited  exertions  of 
the  fea  and  land  forces  under  admiral  Bofcawen 
and  general  Amherft  were  fuccefsful.  Five 
fhips  of  the  line  were  taken,  and  the  garrifon, 
finding  it  impoffible  to  fupport  an  affault,  fur« 
rendered  by  capitulation. 

7.  In  the  mean  time  the  conqueft  of  Fort 

dm 


du  Quefne,  ferved  to  relieve  the  colonies 
from  the  favage  depredations  of  the  Indians, 
whilft  it  interrupted  the  correfpondence  which 
ran  along  a  chain  of  forts,  with  which  the 
French  had  environed  the  Englifh  fettlements 
in  America.  Frontenac*  alfo,  a  place  of  great 
importance,  was  fubdued  by  the  Englifh. 
Thefe  acquifitions  overbalanced  the  check  they 
had  received  at  Ticonderoga,  where  general 
Abercrombie  was  defeated  with  great  daugh- 
ter. 

8.  In  confequence  of  the  vigorous  exertions, 
*vhich  were  made  by  the  Englifh  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  year  1759,  Niagara,  Ticonderoga5 
and  Crown  Point  were  reduced.  In  order  to 
complete  their  conquefts  nothing  remained 
but  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of 
Canada,  which  was  the  central  point  of  the 
Britifh  operations.  Admiral  Saunders  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  naval  part  of  the  ex- 
pedition. The  fiege  by  land  was  committed 
to  general  Wolfe,  a  young  officer  of  diftin- 
guifhed  reputation,  who,  without  being  in- 
debted to  family  or  connections,  had  raifed 
himfelf  by  merit  to  his  prefent  command.  He 
was  generous,  affable,  and  humane,  and  added 
the  amiable  virtues  to  his  military  greatnefs.  t 

9.  This  enterprize  was  attended  with  a 
combination  of  formidable  difficulties.  Gen. 
Wolfe  was  oppofed  with  far  fuperiour  force, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  the  mofl  brave 
and  fuccefsful  general   the   French   poffeiled. 

*  At  the  outlet  of  Lake  Ontario.  ,         *  h,OUgh 

+  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  England. 
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Though  the  fituation  of  the  country,  which 
Wolfe  was  to  attack,  and  the  works  which  the 
French  erected,  to  prevent  the  defcent  of  the 
Engliih,  were  deemed  impregnable  ;  yet  Mont- 
calm never  relaxed  in  his  vigilance.  The  city 
of  Quebec  was  itrongly  fortified,  fecured  with 
a  numerous  garrifon,  and  plentifully  fupplied 
with  provifions  and  ammunition. 

10.  General  Wolfe,  in  concert  with  admi- 
ral Saunders,  formed  a  plan  for  landing  the 
troops  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
above  the  city  ;  and  attempted,  by  fcaling  the 
heights,  hitherto  deemed  inacceffible,  to  gain 
poffeffion  of  the  ground  at  the  back  of  the  town, 
where  it  was  not  but  flightly  fortified.  The 
admiral,,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  moved 
up  the  river  feveral  leagues  beyond  the  fpot, 
fixed  uponfor  the  landing  ;  but  during  the  night 
he  fell  down  with  the  flream,  in  order  to 
protect  the  difembarkment  of  the  troops,which 
was  accomplifhed  in  fecrecy  and  filence. 

11.  The  precipice  now  remained  to  be  af- 
cended  ;  and  with  infinite  labour  and  c 
culty,  the  troops  fuftaining  themfelves  by  the 
rugged  projections  of  the  rock,  and  the  bran- 
ches of  the  trees  and  plants,  which  fprang  from 
innumerable  clefts  into  which  it  was  every 
where  broken,  they  at  laft  attained  the  fum- 
mit,  andimmediately  formed  in  order  of  battle.* 

12.  The  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  when  appriz- 
ed that  the  enemy  was  in  actual  poiTeilion  of 
the  heights  of  Abraham,  abandoned  his  ftrong 

M  camp 

*  Britain's  Memoirs  oi"  theKiagsof  Great-Britain,  vol.  ii.  p.  278, 
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camp  of  Montmorencie,  and  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  the  Englifh  army  with   great  intre- 
pidity.    A  very  warm  engagement  enfued  ; 
and  general  Wolfe,  who  flood  confpicuous  in 
the  front  of  the  line,   received  a  {hot  in  the 
wrift  ;  wrapping  a  handkerchief  around  it,  he 
feemed  not  to  notice  the   wound,  but  contin- 
ued giving  orders  without  the  leaft  emotion. 
But  advancing  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers, 
another  ball  pierced  his  breaft,  and  compelled 
him  to  retire  to  a  fpot,  a  little   diftant  from 
the  field  of  action,  where  he  exprefied  the 
moil  eager  anxiety  to  learn  the  fate  of  the 
battle,  he  was  told,  after  an  interval  of  fuf- 
penfe,  that  the  enemy  were  vifibly  broken, 
and  reclining  his  head  on  the  arm  of  an  officer, 
who  flood  near  him,  he  was  in  a  fhort  time, 
arroufed  with  the  diftant  found  of  "  they  fly  ! " 
li  Who  fly  !  "  exclaimed  the  dying  hero.     On 
being  told  "the  French,"  "  then,"  faid  he, 
*c  I  die  content  ;"  and  almoft  immediately  ex- 
pired  in  the  arms  of  the  victory. 
£759       13.     The   fame    love   of    glory,  and  fear- 
leflhefs    of    death,   which    in    fo    refpectable 
a    manner    diftinguifhed    the     Britifh    hero, 
were   not  lefs    confpicuous    in    the    conduct 
of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  his  competitor 
for  victory  and  for  fame.      He  exprefied  the 
higheft  fatisfaction  in  hearing  that  his  wound 
was  mortal  ;  and  when  told  that  he  could  fur- 
vive  only  a  few  hours,  quickly   replied,  "  fo 
much  the  better,  I  fhall  not  then  live  to  fee  the 
Surrender  of  Quebec."  * 
.?  w»(hington'*  -Life.  .14.     Brigadier 
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14.  Brigadier  general  Monckton,  the  {ej- 
ond  Englifh  officer  was  dangerouily  wounded  ; 
and  the  chief  command  devolved  upon  general 
Townfend,  who  completed  the  defeat  of  the 
French-  This  important  victory  was  gained 
at  the  expenfe  of  between  five  and  iix  hundred 
men.  Quebec  furrendered  by  capitulation 
to  the  Englifh,  after  afevere  campaign  of  three 
months.  The  following  year  the  whole  prov- 
ince of  Canada  was  reduced  b/  the  prudence 
and  activity  of  general  Amherft,  and  has  firice 
remained  annexed  to  the  Britifh  empire. 

15.  The  fame  fuecefs  attended  the  Britifh 
arms  in  the  Weft-Indies.  In  the  two  follow- 
ing years  the  iflands  Martinico,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Havannah  were  fubduedy  and  in  1763  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  fettled  between 
Great-Britain,  France,  and  Spain.  By  this 
treaty  the  Englifh  ceded  to  the  French  feveral 
iflands,  which  had  been  taken  from  them  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  Yet  the  whole  continent  of 
North  America  was  left  in  poffefjion  of  the 
Britifh. 

16.  During  the  war  the  colonies  furnifhed 
23,800  men  to  co-operate  with  the  Britiih  reg- 
ular forces  in  North  America.  Many  of  the 
feveral  privates  who  gained  fuch  laurels,  by 
their  fingular  bravery,  on  the  plains  of  Abra- 
ham, when  Wolfe  died  in  the  arms  of  viclory, 
were  natives  of  Maftachufetts.  When  Martini- 
co was  attacked  in  1761,  and  the  Britifh  force 
was  greatly  weakened  by  ficknefs  and  death, 
the  timely  arrival  of  the  New-England  troops, 

enabled 
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enabled  the  lormer  to  profecute  the  reduction 
of  that  ifland  with  fuccefs.  They  alfo  arrived 
at  the  Havannah  at  a  critical  period,  and  by 
their  junction  with  the  Britifh,  facilitated  the 
conqueft  of  that  place.  Their  fidelity,  activity, 
and  courage  were  fuch,  as  to  gain  the  appro- 
bation and  confidence  of  the  Britifh  officers.* 
17.  At  this  period  the  arms  of  Great-Brit- 
ain had  recently  been  fuccefsful  in  every  part 
of  the  globe.  Power  however  like  all  things 
human  has  its  limits  ;  and  there  is  an  elevated 
point  of  grandeur  which  feems  to  indicate  a 
defcent.  The  kingdoms  of  Europe  looked 
with  a  jealous  eye  upon  Britain,  after  the  ac- 
quifition  of  fuch  immenfe  power  and  territory. 
A  tide  of  profperity  has  a  fimilar  effect  upon 
nations,  as  upon  individuals.  Hence  the 
haughtinefs  of  Britain  was  heightened  by  her 
late  conquefts,  whilft  the  high  ideas  of  liberty 
and  independence  which  were  nurtured  in  the 
colonies  by  their  local  fituation,  and  the  ftate 
of  fociety  in  the  new  world,  were  increafed  by 
the  removal  of  hoflile  neighbours.  Thus  pre- 
pared, the  feeds  of  difcord  were  foon  fown 
between  the  parent  ftate  and  the  colonies, 
which  fpeedily  fjprang  up  to  the  rending  of 
the  empire,  and  reducing  the  power  and  gran- 
deur of  the  Britifh  nation. 

*  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  the  American  War. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER     XVI 


Of  the  Seminary  of  Learning  at  Providence  in  Rhode*- 
IJIand.     Of  Dartmouth  College.    Of  the  Contra* 

verfy  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
Spirited  Oppofition  to  the  Stamp  A3.  It  is  re- 
pealed. New  Plan  of  raijing,  a  Revenue  in 
America.  Arrival  of  the  Britifh  Troops .  Maf- 
facre  of  the  Fifth  of  March.  The  Tea  thrown 
into  the  Sea^  at  Bofion.  Arbitrary  Proceedings 
of  the  Briti/h  Parliament.  Spirited  Behaviour 
of  the  People  of  Maffachufetts.  The  continental 
Congrefs  meet  at  Philadelphia.  Of  their  Pro- 
ceedings. The  New-England  Colonies  ■  prepare 
for  War. 

I.  AFTER  the  eflaUHhinent  of  peace  the  x 
American  colonies  increased  in  knowledge,  as 
well  as  in  opulence  and  population.  This 
year  a  college  was  eftabliilied  in  Rhode-If!and9 
and  incorporated  by  a  charter  from  the  legis- 
lative aliembly  of  that  colony.  This  inflitn* 
tion  was  firft  founded  at  Warren,  and  remov- 
ed to  its  prefent  fituation  in  1 770,  where  a 
large  and  elegant  building,  in  an  elevated  fitu- 
ation,  had  been  erected  for  its  accommodation, 
by  the  generous  donations  of  individuals., 
chiefly  from  the  town  of  Providence.  The 
college  charter  ordains,  that  the  president,'- 
M  2  and 
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and  the  greater!  part  of  the  truftees,  muft  be 
of  the  baptift  perfuaiion. 

2.  The  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire,  like 
thofe  of  the  other  New-England  fettlements, 
were  diflinguifhed  for  their  attention  to  the 
promotion  of  literature.  In  1769  a  feminary 
of  learning  was  eftablifhed  at  Hanover,  in  that 
province,  and  received  a  royal  charter.  Dr. 
Eleazer  Wheelock  of  Lebanon  in  Connecticut, 
was  its  principal  founder  and  firft  prefident. 
His  original  defign  was  to  promote  fcience 
among  the  Indian  youth.  The  friends  of  re- 
ligion and  humanity  aflifted  his  benevolent 
exertions  by  their  numerous  prefents.  It  was 
named  Dartmouth  college  in  honour  of  the 
earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  its  mod  liberal  ben- 
efactors. In  1771  a  commencement  was  firfl 
held  in  this  place. 

S.  Previoufly  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
abovementioned  feminary  ©f  learning,  Great- 
Britain,  elated  by  her  recent  prolperity,  had 
already  formed  and  propofed  a  plan,  which 
tended  to  fubvert  the  privileges  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  they,  animated  with  an  ardent  love 
of  liberty,  had  already  exhibited  a  determined 
fpirit  of  refinance. 

4.  Mr.  Bernard,  a  man  of  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples, was  appointed  to  fucceed  Mr.  Pownall 
in  the  government  of  MaiTachufetts,  and  the 
termination  of  the  French  war,  which  involved 
the  Britifh  nation  in  a  debt  to  a  very  great' 
amount,  was  fele&ed  as  a  proper  time  to  in- 
troduce the  project  of  taxing  the  colonies  by 

aft 
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act  of  parliament.  The  MafTachufetts  agent  hav- 
ing given  intelligence  of  this  intention,  the 
houfe  of  Reprefentatives  aflerted  in  the  mofc 
explicit  terms,  that  the  fole  right  of  granting 
the  money  of  the  people  of  the  province  was 
veiled  in  them  ;  and  that  the  power  claimed 
by  the  parent  country  of  impoling  duties  upon 
a  people,  who  are  not  represented  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  was  irreconcilable  with  their 
privileges.* 

5.  Great-Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
tended that  her  parliament  was  invefted  with 
authority  to  levy  taxes  on  any  part  of  the 
royal  dominions.  And  at  length,  Mr.  Gren-  1765 
ville  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons  his 
celebrated  act  for  impofing  {lamp  duties  in 
America.  After  an  animated  debate  the  bill 
paffed  both  houfes,  and  received  the  royal  af- 
fent» 

6»  This  act  roufed  all  the  enersrr  of  the 
colonies,  and  they  made  the  moft  fpirited  ex- 
ertions to  refill  the  encroachments  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  miniftry.  They  entered  into  an  affociation 
againft  importing  Britifh  manufactures,  till  the 
{lamp  act  mould  be  repealed.  A  continental 
congrefs,  compofed  of  deputies  from  nine  of 
the  provinces  met  at  New-York,  and  aiferted 
in  energetic  terms,  their  exemption  from  all 
taxes  not  impofed  by  their  own  reprefenta- 
tives.  The  day  on  which  the  operation  of 
the  act  was  to  commence,  was  ufhered  in  both 
in  Bofton  and  Portfmouth  by  a  funeral  tolling 

of 

*  Gordon,  vol,  i.  p.  14S, 


X'40  Hijloty  of  New-England. 

of  the  bells.  The  people  refolved  to  rifk  ail 
confequences  rather  than  ufe  the  paper  requir- 
ed by  law,  and  ufed  fuch  a  variety  or'  legal  and 
illegal  methods  to  emancipate  themfelves  from 
this  encroachment  upon  their  liberty,  that 
nothing  but  a  repeal  of  the  {lamp  act  could . 
prevent  the  immediate  commencement  of  a  - 
civil  war.* 

7.  After  much  debating,  and  two  protefcs 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  pafling.an  acT  called 
the  declaratory  act,  for  fecurin  g  the  depend- 
ence of  America  on  the  parent  country,  the 
ftamp  act.  was  repealed  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1766.  This  event  occafioned  great  fatisfadion 
in  London  ;  and  the  intelligence  was  received 
in  America  with  the  mod  lively  emotions  of 

8.  As  the  ftamp  act  was  not  repealed  upon 
American  principles  ;  in  June,  1767,  a  bill  had 
been  decided  on  in  the  cabinet  for  impofing  du- 
ties on  glafs,  paper,  painter's  colours,  and  tea, 
imported  into  the  colonies  from  Great-Britain. 
In  order  to  manage  the  revenue  collected  by 
thefe  duties,  a  board  of  commhTioners  was 
placed  in  Bofton.  This  meafure  excited  fuch 
a  violent  ferment  among  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town,  that  two  regiments  of  Britifh  troops, 
and  fome' armed  veilels,  were  ordered  thither 
to  fupport  and  afiift  the  commiilioners. 

9.  The  province  of  MafTachufetts  continu- 
ed with  unfhaken  firmnefs  to  defend  their 
privileges,  and  their  example  was  followed  by  the 

other 
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other  colonies.  Among  other  methods  which 
were  ufed  to  procure  a  repeal  of  thefe  duties, 
they  entered  into  a  non  importation  agree- 
ment. This  meafure  diftrefied  the  manufac- 
turers in  Great-Britain.  And  at  length  the 
miniflry  were  induced  to  repeal  all  the  duties,., 
except  that  of  three  pence  per  pound  on  tea.  * 

10.  The  ftationing  of  a  military  force  in  Maf- 
fachufetts  produced  an  event,  which  threatened 
effects -the  moll  extenfively  ferious.  On  the 
fecond  of  March  an  affray  took  place  between 
a  private  foldier  and  an  inhabitant  of  Boflon  ; 
and  at  length  feveral  on  both  fides  were  in- 
volved in  the  quarrel.  Gn  the  fifth  of  March 
a  mere  dreadful  fcene  enfued.  The  king's 
troops  fired  upon  the  men  who  were  collected  - 
to  infult.  them  j  killed  four,  and  wounded 
feveral  others. t 

1 1 .  This  event  excited  fuch  violent  com- 
motions in  the  town  of  Bofton,  that  nothing 
but  an  immediate  engagement  to  remove  the 
troops,  together  with  the  advice  of  moderate 
men,  prevented  the  inhabitants  from  attacking 
the  foldiers.  The  killed  were  buried  in  one 
vault,  in  the  moll  refpectful  manner.  Cap- 
tain Preflon,  who  commanded  this  party  of 
foldiers,  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  after- 
wards tried  ;  yet  as  it  appeared  that  the  Brit- 
ifh  foldiers  were  threatened,  abufed,  and  in- 
fulted  before  they  fired,  the  captain  and  five  of 
his  men  were  acquitted  ;  two  only  being 
found  guilty  of  man-flaughter,     The  refult  of 

this 

*  Ramify,  t  Mar  (hall's  life  ef  Wafhington. 
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this  verdict  reflected  great  honour  on  John 
Adams  and  Jofiah  Guincy  efq'rs.  the  prifonerV 
council  ;  gentlemen  who  had  invariably  fhown 
the  warmeft  zeal ,  and  devoted  the  moil:  fplen- 
did  talents,  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  and  alfo 
on  the  integrity  of  the  jury,  who  ventured  t9 
give  an  upright  verdict  in  defiance  of  popular 
opinions.* 

3  771  12.  The  inhabitants  of  Manachufetts  were 
alfo  highly  irritated  by  the  provifion,  which 
was  made  in  Britain  for  paying  the  falaries  of 
the  governour  and  judges  by  the  crown,  and 
thus  rendering  them  independent  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

1 3.  At  the  period  when  the  duties  on  the  other 
articles  were  repealed,  the  only  reafon  aifigned  by 
theBritifh  minifter  for  retaining  that  on  tea,  was 
to  fupport  the- parliament's  right  of  taxation. 
The  Americans  therefore  in  denying  their 
right,  difcontinued  the  importation  of  that 
commodity.  To  compel  them  to  fubmillion, 
this  article  was  fent  into  all  the  colonies,  at- 
tended with  the  duty.  In  order  to  prevent 
the  liberties  of  a  great  country  from  being 
iacrificed  by  inconfiderate  purchafers,  whole 
cargoes  of  tea  were  returned  from  New-York 
and  Philadelphia,  and  that  which  was  fent  to 
Charlefton  was  landed  and  fiored,  but  not 
offered  for  fale.f 

1*773  14.  As,  from  a  combination  of- circumftMV 
ces,  the  return  of  the  tea  from  Bolton  was 
rendered  impoillble,  the  province  of  MafTachu- 

fetts 

*  Risjfay,  vc\.  i.  p.  91.-  t  Ibid.  p.  99. 
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fetts  ventured  upon  a  more  defperate  remedy 
Seventeen  perfons,  dreffed  as  Indians,  broke 
open  242  chefls  of  the  tea,  and  without  doino- 
any  other  damage,  difcharged  their  contents 
into  the  ocean. 

15.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  of -thefe  7  r-* 
proceedings  the  Britifli  parliament  were  tranf- 
ported  with  indignation  againft  the  people  of 
Bolton,  and  in  order  to  revenge  the  oppofition 
which  they  had  exhibited  againft  their  author- 
ity, palled  an  act,  called  the  Bofton  port-bill,  by 
which  the  port  of  that  town  was  legally  preclud- 
ed from  the  privilegeof  landing  and  dilcharginjr, 

or  of  lading  and  {hipping  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize.  Other  oppreffive  bills  were 
loon  after  paffed,  in  order  to  punifhthe  inhab- 
itants of  Bofton,  and  deprive  the  colonifts  of 
their  privileges,  which  ferved  however  to  ce- 
ment their  union,  and  ftrengthen  their  refohi- 
tions  to  refift  the  arbitrary  impofitkms  of  the 
parent  ftate. 

16.  Whilll  the  combination  of  the  other 
colonies  to  fupport  Bofton  was  gaining 
ftrength,  new  matters  of  diffention  daily  arofe 
in  Maffachufetts.  The  refolution  of  fhuttino- 
the  port  of  Bofton  was  no  fooner  taken,  than 
it  was  determined  to  order  a  military  force  to 
that  town.  General  Gage,  the  commander  in 
xaief  of  the  royal  forces  in  North-America, 
was  alfo  lent  with  an  additional  capacity  of 
goyernour  of  Maffachufetts.  Soon  after  his 
arrival,  two  regiments  were  landed  in  J3ofton. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  reinforced  with 
others  from  Ireland,  New- York,  Halifax,  and 
Quebec. 

17.  Unawed  by  thefe  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings, the  people  continued  to  defend  their 
privileges  with  inflexible  refolution.  Several 
of  the  new  counfellors  declined  an  acceptance 
of  the*  appointment.  Thofe  who  accepted 
were  obliged  to  refign,  in  order  to  preferve 
their  lives  and  properties  from  the  multitude  ; 
and  the  new  judges  were  interrupted  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  official  duty.  The  popular 
refentment  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  in  a  fhort 
time  the  new  counfellors,  and  commiflioners 
of  cuftoms,  and  all  who  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  favour  of  Great-Britain  were  obliged 
to  fcreen  themfelves  in  Bofton. 
1**4  Ik.  At  this  period  the  provincial  congrefs 
of  MafTachufetts,  which  was  compofed  of  dep- 
uties from  every  town  and  diftricl:  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  exercifed  all  the  femblance, 
of  government  which  exiftcd  in  that  province. 
Under  the  fimple  ityle  of  recommendations, 
they  organized  the  militia,  made  ordinances 
refpecYmg  public  monies,  and  fuch  farther 
relgulations  as  were  neceflary  for  preferving 
order,  and  defending  themfelves  againft  the 
Britifh  troops. 

19.  Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  the  Bof- 
ton port-bill  reached  America,  the  deputies  of 
the  colonies  convened  at  Pluladelphia,  and 
paffed  feveral  fpirited  refolutions,  approving 
the  oppofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachu- 

fetts, 
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Tetts  to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Britifh 
juiiiiflry,  and  declaring  their  determination  to 
iupport  them.  They  drew  up  a  declaration  of 
their  rights,  which  they  aflerted  were  iniri 
ed  by  the  Britifh  .parliament  in  claiming  a 
power  of  taxing  the  colonies  without  their 
conient.  They  alfo  entered  into  an  afTdoiai 
.tion,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves  and  their 
conftituents  to.  difcontinue  the  importation  of 
Britifh  goods  till  thefe  obnoxious  acts  mould 
.be  repealed.  Congrefs  next  framed  a  bold  and 
ipirited  remonftrance  to  the  king,  folrciting 
a  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  an  addrefs  to  the 
Englifh  nation  ;  one  to  the  colonies,  and  one 
.to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Canada.  Thefe 
.papers  w^ere  executed  with  uncommon  energy 
>and  addrefs. 

20.     After    the    congreflional    proceedings 
reached    Great-Britain,    feveral  other  op? 
Jive  acts  were  palled  againft  the  colonies  ;   aid 
.as  matters  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  preclude 
all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  the  New-England 
•colonies  were  affiduous  in  preparing  for  war, 
■   21.     In   order  to  account  for  that   ardent 
love    of  liberty  which  ilimulated    the   New- 
England    colonies   to   refill:    the   arbitrary   en- 
croachments   of  the   parent  ftate,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  this  country  was  firft  fettled 
by  thofe,  who  had  groaned  under  the  yoke  of 
oppreflion    and  religious   perfecution  in  their 
native  country.     The   tyranny  of  the   Britifh 
government,  which  compelled  them  to  feek  an 
afylum    in   the   new  world,  impreffed   their 
N  minds 
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minds  with  high  ideas  of  their  civil,  and  reli- 
gious liberties,  and  the  care  they  took  to  pre- 
ferve  them  inviolate,  was  evinced  by  their  ear- 
ly policy  and  eftablifhrnents. 

22.  As  their  charters  gave  them  the  power 
of  choofing  their  own  officers,  thefe  ideas  were 
confirmed  and  heightened  by  the  habits  of 
acling  as  freemen.  Whenever  they  conceived 
their  liberties  in  danger,  we  find  traits  of  the 
fame  fpirit  which  fevered  them  from  Britain. 
This  habit  of  refitting  every  encroachment  in 
its  infancy  invigorated  their  minds,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  greater  exertions,  when  the 
tyranny  of  Britain  attempted  to  fubjugate 
them  by  farther  innovations. 

23.  The  lagacity  of  the  Americans  is  alfo 
greatly  to  be  admired.  It  has  been  jultly  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  annals  of  other  nations  have 
produced  inftances  of  fuccefsful  ftruggles  againft 
a  yoke  previoufly  impofed  ;  but  the  records 
of  hiftory  do  not  furnifh  an  example  of  a  peo- 
ple, v/hofe  penetration  had  anticipated  the  op- 
erations of  tyranny  ;  and  whofe  fpirit  had 
difdained  to  fuffer  an  infringement  upon  their 
liberties.,,  * 

24.  The  long  period  which  elapfed  between 
the  ftamp  a£t,  and  the  commencement  of  hof~ 
tilities,  called  forth  the  mod  diftinguifhed 
abilities,  and  developed  characters,  which  will 
be  remembered  with  immortal  honour  in  the 
annals  of  America.  The  writings  of  thefe  em- 
inent   men    diffufed    knowledge    among  the 

great 

*See  Joha  Q.  Adams'  Oration,  July  4,  1793,  page  to, 
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great  body  of  the  people,  and  they  became 
well  acouainted  with  the  grounds  of  the 
pute  between  Britain  and  the  colonies.  The 
flame  of  liberty  which  was  firft  kindled  in 
New-England,  enlightened  the  continent  ;  and 
to  their  early  exertions,  the  other  colonies, 
in  a  great  meafure  owe  their  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence. The  force  of  public  opinion,  the 
energy  of  American  counfels,  and  their  final 
fnccefs  in  arms,  gave  rife  to  one  of  the  mofl 
extraordinary  revolutions  in  hiftory,  replete 
with  the  moil:  important  confequences  to  man- 
kind, 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

The  Commencement  ofPIoftilities  at  Lexington.  Bof- 
ton  rave/led  by  a  provincial  Army.  Public  Faft* 
Ticcnderoga  and  Crown  Point  taken.  Reinforce- 
ments arrive  from  Great-Britain.  Bunker-Hill 
Battle.  The  continental  Congrefs  organize  a 
regular  Army,  and  appoint  General  Wajhington 
Commander  in  chief.  Falmouth  burnt  by  the 
Britijh.  The  Canada  Expedition,  The  Colonies 
of  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolinia  expel 
their  Governours, 

].  i  HE  important  era  at  length  arrived, 
in  which  the  Americans  had  no  alternative, 
but  to  fubmit  to  the  imnpiitions  of  arbitrary 
power,  or  refer  their  caufe  to  the  deciiion 
of  arms,  2.     General 
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775  2,  General  Gage,  being  informed  that  the 
provlrchls  had  Gepofited  military  ftores  at 
"Worcester  and  Concord,  fent  a  number  of 
Britifh  troops  to  defcroy  them.  This  detach- 
ment met  a  company  of  militia,  which  was 
affembled  at  Lexington,  to  oppofe  their  defign. 
Major  Pitcairn,  the  Britiih  oflicer  who  led  the 
advanced  corps,  commanded  them  to  difperfe, 
and  upon  their  fall  continuing  in  a  body,  dis- 
charged his  piflol,  and  ordered  hi  i*s  to 
fire.  A  fkirmiih  enfued,  and  feveral  of  the 
militia  were  killed.  The  regulars  proceeded 
to  Concord  and  deftroyed  the  ftores.  On 
their  return  they  were  attacked  and  terribly 
bar  raffed  by  a  large  body  of  the  provincials, 
who  fired  from  behind  fences  and  walls.  # 

3.     At  Lexington  the  Britifh.  were  joined 

by    a  detachment  of    900  men,   under    lord 

Percy,  who  had  been  fent  out  by  Gen.  Gage, 

to    fujporl  t  colonel    Smith.       This 

reini  two  pieces  of  cannon, 

d  the   provihei  at  a 

.nee  ;    but  thev  continued  a  con- 

■a    irro  and   /battering    fire, 

which  did  great'  execution.     At   length,. the 

royal  detachment  reached  Bunker's  hill,  \ 

down  with  exceflive  fatigue, 

ten  thirty  and  forty  miles.    The 

it  day  they  reached  Bofton.      The  Britifh 

65  killed,    180  wounded,  and  48   made 

prifoners-.    The  Americans  had  JO  killed,  and 

A  and  i 

4.     To 

RamTay,  vol.  i.  p.   187. 
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4.  To  prevent  the  people  in  Boflon  from 
joining  their  countrymen,  general  Gage  agreed 
to  permit  the  inhabitants  to  remove  with  their 
families  and  effects,  if  they  would  deliver  their 
arms.  A  large  number  complied  with  this 
condition,  and  the  agreement  was  at  firfl 
punctually  obferved.  But  in  a  fhort  time  he 
treacheroully  detained  many,  fufpe&ing  that 
if  the  enemies  of  the  Britiih  government  were 
all  fafely  removed,  the  town  would  be  fet  on 
fire. 

5.  The  provincial  congrefs  of  MaiTachu- 
fetts,  which  was  in  feffioa  at  the  time  cf  Lex- 
ington battle,  voted  that  an  army  of  SO,000 
men  fhould  immediately  be  raifed,  and  that 
13,j600  ihould  be  of  their  own  province  ;  and 
that  a  letter  and  delegates  mould  be  fent  to  the 
other  New-England  colonies.  In  confequence 
of  which  Boftcn  was  invefted  by  an  army  of 
20,000  men  ;  and  the  command  of  this  force 
was  given  to  general.  Ward.  They  were  fbon 
after  joined  by  a  large  body  of  Connecticut- 
troops,  under  the  command  cf  general  Put- 
nam, a  brave  and  experienced  oilicer.  The 
congrefs  alfo  recommended  a  general  fail  to 
be  obferved  on  the  20th  of  July  through  all 
the  colonies.* 

6.  As  the  neceflity  of  feeuring  Tieonderoga 
was  early  attended  to  by  many  in  New-Eng- 
land, Colonel  Arnold  was  fent  from  Connecti- 
cut to  engage  the  people  on  the  New-Hamp- 
fiure  grants   in   this   expedition  -?  and  being 

N  2  joined 
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joined  by  colonel  Ethen  Allen  of  Bennington, 
who  raifcd  a  body  of  troops  for  this  purpofe, 
they  furprifed  the  garrifon    of  Ticonderoga, 
and  took  it,  with  its  military   flores,   without 
the  lofs  of  a  fingJe  man.      Crown  Point 
taken  the  fame  day  by  colonel    Seth  Wai 
By  this  expedition  the  Americans- obtained 
command  of  Lake   Champlain,  which  fecured 
them  a  paffage  into  Canada. # 
1779      7.      On  the  25th  of  May,  three  diftinguifhed 
Britilh  generals,  Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clin- 
ton,  with  a  great  part    of  the    troops   which 
were  ordered  from  Great-Britain,  arrived  in 
Bofton.     After  general    Gage   was    thus  rein- 
forced, he  iifued  a  proclamation,  declaring  the 
province   ofrr MaiTaehufetts  to  be  in  a  flat e  of 
rebellion  :  and  offering  pardon  to  all,  except 
Samuel  Adams  and    John  Hancock,    provided 
they  would  immediately  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  return  Ht  refpective  occupations. 

8.     The  Americans    fuppofing  this  procla- 
mation to  be  a  prelude  for  hbflilities,  prepared 
for  action.     On  the   10th    of  June  a  detach^ 
men  ten  ffion  of  Breeds 

Hill.  Lboured  during  the  night  with  fuch 

by  the   dawn  of  day  they 
thrown  up  a  re<  .      rods  fq 

The  Britifh,  at  day-hVht  began  a  heavy  firing 
.1  their  {hips,  and  from  their   fortification 
at  Copts  Hiil,  and  an  incenant  mower 
.  bombs  were  poured  upon  the  Arne; 

9,     AbcmU 

vol,  ii,  f.  3  or 
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9.  About  noon,  3,000  Britifh  troops,  the  1775- 
flower  of  the  army,  were  fent  to  diilodge  them 
from  this  pofr.     They  advanced    deliberately^ 

that  their,  artillery  might  demolifh  the  new 
raifed  works.  The  Americans  referved  their 
lire  till  the  near  approach  of  their  enemies, 
and  then  began  fuch  a  furious  and  inceflant 
difcharge  of  fmafl  arms,  that  the  royal  troops 
retreated  with  precipitation.  The  officers  ral- 
lied and  puihed  them  forward  with  their 
fwords,  but  they  were  a  fecond  time  obliged 
to  retreat  . 

10.  The  officers,  animated  with  a  high 
fenfe  of  Britifh  honour,  being  determined  to 
carry  their  point  in  fpite  of  all  opposition,  re- 
doubled their  exertions,  and  general  Clinton 
arrived  and  joined  them  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment. Their  >  united  and  ftrenuous  efforts 
fucceeded  in  renewing  the  attack  ;  and,  as  the 
powder  of  the  Americans  began  to  fail,  the 
Britiih  at  length  compelled  them  to  abandon- 
their  poft 

11.  During  the  bloody  con  flier,  general- 
Gage  ordered  Charleftown  to  be  fet  on  fi re, 
and  nearly  four  hundred  houfes,  including  five 
public  buildings^  were  deitroyed.  But  though 
this  town  was  a  place  cf  great  trade,  this  Ioi> 
did  not  difcourage  the  Americans,  who  were 
indifferent  to  property,  when  put  m  competi- 
tion with  liberty. 

12.  Fifteen  hundred  Americans  were  en- 
gaged in  this  aclion,  77  were  killed,  and  278- 
wounded  and  miiung=     The  death  of  the  brave 

and 
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and  accomplimed  general  "Warren,  who  fought 
as  a  volunteer,  was  particularly  lamented. 
The  royal  army  loft  1054  ;  nineteen  commif- 
iioned  officers  were  killed,  and  70  more  were 
1775  wounded.  The  battle  of  Quebec  in  1759, 
which  gave  Great-Britain  the  poffellion  of 
Canada,  was  not  fo-deftrucrive  to  her  officers 
as  this  attack  of  a  flight  intrenchment,  the 
work  of  a  few  hours  only.  * 

13.  The  Americans  feared  that  the  Britiflx 
troops  would  pum  the  advantage  they  had 
gained,  and  march  immediaiely  to  the  head 
quarters  at  Cambridge,  which  were  in  no  ftate 
of  defence.  But  they  advanced  no  farther 
than  Bunker's  hill,  where  they  threw  up 
works  for  their  own  fecunty.  The  provincials 
did  the  fame  on  Profpecr.  hill,  in  front  of  them, 
about  half  way  to  Cambridge. 

14.  The  fpirit  displayed  by  the  troops 
during  this  battle  encouraged  the  fecond  con- 
tinental congrefs,  convened  at  Philadelphia, 
after  a  military  oppofition  to  Great-Britain 
was  refolved  upon,  to  proceed  with  alacrity  in 
their  preparation  to  carry  on  the  war.  George 
Wamington,  Efq.  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  by 
an  unanimous  vote  appointed  commander  in- 
chief.  He  united  every  quality  neceifary  to 
render  him  eminent  in  this  exalted  ftation.  On 
the  fecond  of  July  he  arriyed  at  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  joyfully  received,  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  country  iniiitia  who  inverted  the 
town  of  Bolton,  f 

15.     The 

*"  Gordon,  vol.  ii;  p.  47,  Y  Rsmfay. 
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15.  The  Maffachufetts  afTembly  and  conti- 
nental congrefs  both  refolved  to  fit  out  armed 
velfels  and  cruife  upon  the  American  coaft,  to 
intercept  warlike  {lores  and  fupplies.  But 
previouily  to  their  making  any  captures,  Fal- 
mouth j1  now  Portland,  was  burnt  by  captain 
Mowat  by  the.- orders  of.  the  Britim  admiral  at 

ftori.     The  firfl  naval  attempt  of  the  Amer-  117  S 
was    crowned   with   fuccefs.      Captain 
Manly,   in    a   continental  cruller,    captured  a 
Britiili  veilel  loaded  with  military  fiores. 

1 8.  The  chief  command  in  the  northern  de- 
partment was  given  to  major-general  Montgom- 
ery, who  foon  took  St.  Johns,  and  Montreal.  In 
September  a  detachment  from  Carnbridge,under 
the  command  of  colonel  Arnold,  was  ordered  to 
penetrate  into  Canada;  by  the  way  of  the  Ken- 
:.  After  enduring  incredible  fatigue,  and 
fufFering  with  ficknefs  and  famine,  part  of  this 
detachment  joined  general  Montgomery,  and 
commenced  the  iiege  of  Quebec.  The  general 
at  length  determined  to-  fiorm  the  town,  and 
..g  palled  the  firfl  barrier,  he  advanced 
boldly  to  attack  a  fecor.d  which  was  much 
flronarer  ;  when  a  well  directed  fire  from  the 
enemy  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  this  enterprizing 
officer.  Mc  LI  of  his  other  officers  ihared  the  fame 
fate,  and  coloner  Campbell,  on  whom  the  com- 
ix, an  d  devolved  thought  proper  to  order  a  retreat. 

I  7.  In  the  mean  time  col.  Arnold,  at  the 
head  of  350  mem  palled  to  attack  St.  Rogues-, 
and  received  a  wound  which  difabled  him  ar  c 
his  party,  after  fuflaining  the  whok  force  of 

the 
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the  garrifor,  for  three  hours,  were  obliged  to 
yield  to  fuperior  force.  Large  numbers  of  the 
Americans  were  made  prifoners.  Sir  Guy 
Carlton,  the  Britim.  commander,  endeavor. 
to  alleviate  the  diftrefled  fituation  of  the  fick 
and  wounded  among  them  by  the  moll  hu- 
mane and  generous  conduct.  * 

1 8.  After  the  failure  of  this  expedition  a 
feries  of  misfortunes  for  fome  time  attended 
the  American  operations  in  the  north  ;  and 
the  Britim.  gained  pofleilion  of  moft  of  the 
places  that  had  been  taken  from  them.f 

19.  Whilft  the  flame  of  contention  raged 
in  the  north,  the  royal  governours  in  Virginia, 
North  and  South  Carolina  were  expelled,  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  on  board  men  of  war* 
At  the  clofe  of  this  year  Greit-Britairr  beheld 
all  the  colonies  united  againit.  her  in  the  mofb 
determined  oppofition. 

*20.  Dr.  Ramlay  obferves,  that  "  as  arms 
were  to  decide  the  controverfy,  it  was  fortu- 
nate for  the  Americans  that  the  firft  blood 
v/as  drawn  in  New-England.  The  inhabitants 
of  that  country  are  fo  connected  with  each 
other  by  defcent,  manners,  religion,  politics,  and 
a  general  equality,  thafc  the  killing  of  an  indi- 
vidual interefted  the  whole,  and  made  them 
confider  it  as  a  common  caufe. M 

524 .  The  undaunted  courage  which  the  New- 
England  militia  exhibited  at  Lexington,  Con- 
card,  and  Breed's  hill,  affords  a  convincing  proof 

how 

*  Ramfay,  vol.  i.  p.  242. 

f  Hiftorical  Journal  of  the  American  Wax.- 
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fiow  much  may  be  done  by  men'infpired  v 
an  enthufiafm  for  liberty,  without   ihe  a: 
mili tan/    difcipiine.       The    difpute     t 
Britain  and  her  colonies  had   1  *n  a  pop- 

ular fubjech  The  prevailing  ideas  at  that  time 
were  a  deteftation  of  arbitrary  pc  .:,  and  a 
determined  refolution  to  reiift,  even  with  the 
fword.  The  people  in  general,  were  well  in- 
formed refpecring  the  caufes  of  the  conteft, 
and  they  had  been  highly  irritated  by  repeated 
encroachments  upon  their  prh  Whilft 

their  minds  were  wrought  to  this  hiffh  uitch, 
thofe  who,  previoufly  to  this  period  hud  never 
feen  a  battle,  durft  encounter  the  well  dit 
ciplined  forces  of  the  Britifh  nation. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


Bo/Ion  evacuated.  The  Britijh  are  rcpulfed  at 
Charleflown.  American  Independence  declared* 
Battle  at  Long-lfiand.  The  Americans  retreat 
to  New-York.  Capt.  Hale  fent  as  a  Spy  to 
L  ong-  If  and,  and  executed  by  the  Britijh .  R  h ode- 
Jjland  taken.  The  def per  ate  Situation  of Am 
can  Affairs.  Battles  of  Trenton  and  Prince- 
town.  Battle  of  Brandyzvine.  Philadelphia 
taken.  Battle  of  Germantcwn.  General  Bur- 
goyne  appointed  Commander  in  the  Northern 
Department.  Ticonderoga  abandoned.  Battle 
at  Bennington.  Gen.  Burgonye's  Army  are  fur ~ 
rounded  on  all   Sides,  and  fur  render. 

1.  JDuRING  this  period,  the  Britife 
troops  were  blockaded  in  Boll  on,  and  reduced 
to  great  diflrefs  for  want  of  provisions  and 
fuel.  On  the  16th  of  February,  general  Wash- 
ington propofed  a  queftion  to  the  council  of 
war,  whether  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  bays 
being  frozen  over,  a  general  aflault  mould  not 
be  made  on  Bottom  A  negative  being  given 
to  this  quelliom  the  army  determined  to  pcf- 
fefs  themfelves  of  Dorcheiler  heights,  and  in 
order  to  conceal  their  defign,  and  divert  the 
attention  of  the  garrlfon,  a  very  heavy  fervice 
of  cannon  and  mortars  began  to  play  upon  the 
town  from  other  directions,  and  was  continued 
for  three  days.  2.     On 
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2.  On  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  March,  1776 
1200  men  were  employed  in    erecting  works 

on  Dorchefter  heights,  and  in  the  morning 
Jiad  completed  lines  of  defence  which  aftonifh- 
ed  the  garrifon.  The  admiral  informed  gen- 
eral Howe,  that  if  the  Americans  kept  poffef- 
iion  of  thefe  heights,  he  mould  not  be  able  to 
keep  one  of  his  majefty's  mips  in  the  harbour. 
It  was  therefore  determined  in  a  council  of 
wTar  to  diflodge  them.  But  the  expected  en- 
gagement being  prevented  by  a  violent  ilorm, 
the  royal  army,  accompanied  by  the  tories,  on 
the  1 7th  of  March,  evacuated  the  town.  Gen- 
eral Wafhington  and  his  army,  immediately 
after  marched  into  Bofton,  and  was  received 
with  the  gratitude  and  refpect  due  to  a  deliv- 
erer. 

3.  In  the  following  fummer,  general  Clin- 
ton and  Sir  Peter  Parker  were  repulfed  with 
great  lofs  at  Charleflon  in  South-Carolina,  and 
the  fouthern  ftates,  for  two  years  and  an  half, 
obtained  a  refpite  from  the  calamities  of  war. 

4.  On  the  4th  of  July  of  this  memorable 
year,  congrefs  published  their  declaration  of 
Independence,  which  was  perfectly  agreeable 
to  the  republican  habits  and  manners  of  New- 
England.  Thismeafure  was  warmly  fupported 
by  John  Adams,  late  prefident  of  the  United 
States,  who,  on  that  -occafion,  itrcngJy  urged 
the  immediate  diflblation  of  all  political  con- 
nexion of  :the  colonies  with  Great-Britain; 
from  the  .voice  of  the  people,  from  the  necef- 
iky  of  the  meafure,  in  order  to  obtain  affift- 

O  a  nee 
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ance  from  a  regard  to  confiftency,  and  from  z. 
profpecr.  of  glory  and  happinefs  which  opened 
beyond  the  war  to  a  free  and  independent 
people.  * 

5.  The  moil  vigorous  exertions  were  ne- 
ceffary  to  maintain  the  independence  thus 
boldly  proclaimed.  Gen.  Warning  ton. was  fta- 
tioned  at  New- York,  and  engaged  in  fortifying 
that  city  and  the  adjacent  iflands.  Gen.  Howe 
landed  his  troops  at  Staten  ifland,  where  after  be- 
ing joined  by  lord  Howe,witha  great  armament, 
they  fent  propofals  for  an  accommodation  with 
the  colonies,  which  they  unanimoufly  rejected,  f 

6.  The  decifion  of  the  controverfy  being 
now  by  both  parties  left  to  the  fword,  an  ac- 
tion took  place  at  Long-llland,  in  which  the 
Americans  were  furrounded  on  all  fides,  ami 
totally  defeated.  Their  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  considerably  exceeded 
1,000.  After  this  battle  the  American  army, 
which  confifted  of  900O  men,  retreated  to 
New- York,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  which 
concealed  them  from  the  Britiffu 

7.  As  this  retreat  left  the  Britifh  in  com- 
plete poifeflion  of  New- York,  Gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  was  extremely  dcfirous  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation of  their  iituation,  their  ftrength,  and 
future  movements.  For  this  purpoie  he  ap- 
plied to  Col.  Knowlton,  and  defired  him  to 
adopt  fome  mode  of  gaining  the  neceffary  in- 
formation. Col.  Knowlton  communicated  this 
requefl  to  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  belonged  to  his  regiment. 

*  Ramfay,  vol.  i.  p.  340.  3.       "  This 

t  Matfhall's  Life  of  Wafhington,  voi.  iii.  p.  53. 
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$.  This  young  oiHcer,  animated  by  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  and coniidering  that  an  opportunity 
lilted,  itfelf  by  which  he  might  be  ufeful  to 
iiis  country,  at  once  offered  Kimfelf  as  a  volun- 
teer for  this  hazardous  fervice.  Ke  paffed  in 
difguife  to  Long-Ifiand,  examined  every  part 
of  the  Britifh  army,  and  obtained  every  pof- 
information  respecting  their  Situation  and 
future  operations. " 

9.  "  In  his  attempt  to  return  he  was  ap- 
prehended, carried  before  Sir  William  Howe,., 
and  the  proof  of  his  object  was  fo  clear,  that 
he  frankly  acknowledged  who  he  was,  and 
what  were  his  views.  The  following  morning 
he  was  executed,  in  a  moil  unfeeling  manner. 
A  clergyman,  whofe  attendance  he  defired, 
was  refufed  hirn,  and  a  bible  for  a  few  moments 
devotion  was  not  procured  although  he  earn- 
eftly  requefted  it.  The  letters  which  he  wrote 
to  his  friends  on  the  morning  of  his  execution 
were  deftroyed,  and  this  extraordinary  reafon 
given  by  the  provoft  marfhall,  "  that  the  reb- 
els fhould  not  know,  that  they  had  a  man  in. 
their  army,  who  could  die  with  fo  much  firm- 
nefs." 

10.  Unknown  to  all  around  him,  without 
,  a  fmgle  friend  to  offer  him  the  leaft  confolation, 

thus  fell  as  anriable,  and  as  worthy  a  young 
man,  as  America  could  boait,  with  this  his  dy- 
ing obfervation,  "  that  he  only  lamented  that 
he  had  but  one  life  to  lofe  for  his  country." 

11.  Nether  the  expectation  of  promotion,, 
nor  of  pecuniary  reward,  induced  him  to  the 

attempt. 
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attempt.  A  fenfe  of  duty,  a  hope  that,  in  this 
way  he  might  be  ufeful  to  his  country,  and 
an  opinion  which  he  had  adopted,  that  every 
kind  of  fervice  neceffary  to  the  public  good 
became  honourable  by  being  neceiiary,  were 
the  great  motives  which  induced  him  to  en- 
gage in  an  enterprize  by  which  his  connex- 
ions loft  a  mod  amiable  friend,  and  his  coun- 
try one  of  its  moil  promifing  fupporters. "  * 

12.  At  the  clofe  of  the  yeaj;  1776,  the  af- 
fairs of  the  United  States  wore  a  gloomy  af- 
pecl:.  The  city  of  New- York  was  abandoned 
by  the  Americans  and  taken  by  the  Britifh, 
They  had  gained  poflefiion  of  York  Ifland,  by 
taking  fort  Wafhington,  and  fort  Lee  ;  they 
were  alfo  fuccefsful  at  the  Jerfeys.  The 
Americans  were  expelled  from  Canada  ;  their 
army  was  continually  diininifhing,  and  was  to 
be  difmiffed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Notwith- 
flanding  all  thefe  dilaitrous  events,  Congrefs 
refolved  to  abide  by  their  declared  independ- 
ence ;  they  made  the  moft  ftrenucus  efforts 
to  roufe  the  colonies  to  vigorous  exertions  ; 
and  proffered  freedom  of  trade  to  any  foreign 
nation,  trufring  the  event  to  Providence,  and 
rifking  all  coniequences.  t 

13.  During  the  royal  fucceffes  in  the  Jer- 
feys, Gen.  Clinton,  with  four  brigades  of  Brit- 
ifli  and  Heffian  troops,  and  a  fquadron  of  men 
of  war,  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  was  fent  to 

attempt 

*  Th"  compiler  of  the.  Hiftory  of  Ncw-Englann  i<;  irictebtrd  to 
'Gen.  Hull,  of  Newton,  for  this  intctefling  accoui:!  of  Capt.   Hale. 

t  Ramfay.  Marfhall's  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  ii.  p*  5^7. 
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attempt  the  conqueft  of  Rhode-Ifland.  It  was 
taken  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  the  Ameri- 
can forces  being  incapable  of  making  effectual 
reiiftance.. 

14.  In  this  alarming  criiis  of  affairs,  Gem 
Washington  re-croffed  the  Delaware,  with 
about  2,200  men,  and  attacked  a  body  of  Hef- 
iians,  who  were  pofted  in  Trenton,  and  took 
900  prifonersy  who,  fuppoling  it  impoffible  for 
the  Americans,,  under  their  difadvantages,  to 
commence  oiFenfive  operations,  were  in  a  ftate 
of  perfect  fecurity. 

15.  In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year 
he  gained  another  important  victory  at  Prince- 
ton. Thefe  events  filled  the  Britifh  with  con- 
sternation, and  deranged  ail  their  plans.  The 
Americans,  animated  and  encouraged,  foon 
recovered  part  of  the  Jerfeys  ;  and  the  affai 


LS 


of  the  United   States  began  to  affume  a  more 
favourable  afpect. 

16.  On  the  24th  of  April  a  detachment  of 
royalifts  under  the  command  of  governour 
Try  on  of  New-York  landed  at  Banbury  on 
the  weltern  frontier  of  Connecticut,  and  with 

ton  barbarity,  burnt  the    place,    and  de- 
stroyed a  large  number   of  valuable   arti 
A  warm  fkirmifh  enfued,  in  which   the  brave 
Gen.  Wooiler,  ?.  native   of  New-Haven,  wafts 

tally  wounded,  and  his  troops   compelled 
to  give  way.  # 

1 7.  After  the  poffeiiicn  of  PI 
difcovcr^  to  be  the  great  object  of  the  Britifh 

O  2  move;r.ents3. 

*  Ramfay,  vol,  ii.  p.  4. 
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movements,  Gen.  Wafhington  hazarded  an 
action  in  order  to  protect  that  city,  which 
took  place  at  Brandywine  creek.  The  Amer- 
icans were  overpowered,  and  fuftered  great 
lofs.  After  various  movements  of  the  regular. 
army,on  the  26th  of  September  Gen.  Howe  made 
his  triumphal  entry  into  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  molt  cordially  received  by  the  royalifts.* 

18.  On  the  4th  of  October  the  two  armies 
were  again  engaged  at  Germantown  ;  and 
though  in  the  commencement  of  the  action  the 
Americans  had  the  advantage,  the  Britifh  were 
finally  victorious.  Their  fucc ceding  opera- 
tions, in  order  to  open  the  navigation  of  the 
Delaware,  were  alfo  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

19.  In  the  mean  time  the  command  in  the 
northern  department  was  given  to  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  an  officer  of  diftinguilhed  reputation. 
As  the  four  provinces  of  New-England  had 
originally    begun    the    confederation    agamft 

ain,.  and  were  the  moft  active  and  zealous 
in  the  conteft,  it  was  thought,  that  an  impref- 
fion  made  upon  them  would  contribute  in  am 
effectual  manner  to  the  reduction  of  all  the- 
reft.  For  this  purpofe  the  general,  with  more 
than  feven  thoufand  weil-difpofed  troops,  aided 
by  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,  was  determined 
to  make  an  irnpreffion  on  them.  The  cam- 
paign opened  with  the  fiege  of  Ticonderoga. 

20.  The  royal  army  within  a  few  days  af- 
ter their  arrival,  had  furrounded  three  fourths 
of  the  American  works  at  Ticond&oga,  and' 

"Mount. 

*  See  MarfhalTs  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  iii.  p.  144. 
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Mount -Independence  ;  and  had  alfo  advanced  1775 
a  work  on  Sugar  Hill,  which,  when  completed 
would  have  invefted  the  continental  army  on 
all  fides.  In  this  fituation,  Gen.  St.  Clair  re- 
folved  to  evacuate  the  poft  ;  though  he  was 
fenfible  this  meafure  would  expofe  his  conduct 
to  the  f eve  reft  cenfures.  * 

21.  The  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount- 
Independence  fpread  aftonifhment  and  terror 
through  the  New-England  ftates.  Yet  inftead 
of  finking  under  the  appreheniions  of  danger., 
they  exerted  themfelves  with  energy  in  re- 
cruiting their  army,  and,  in  order  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  their  Britifh  invaders,  fuch 
numbers  of  volunteers  were  daily  added  that 
the  people  began  to  recover  from  their,  firfl 
alarm,  f 

22.  As  the  principal  force  of  the  American 
army  lay  in  front  between  Gen.  Burgoyne 
and  Albany,  he  hoped  by  advancing  towards 
them,  to  reduce  them  to  the  r>eceffity  of  fight- 
ing or  of  retreating,  to  New-England.  In  the 
march  of  the  Britifh  towards  Albany,  feveral? 
actions  took  place  between  them  and  the 
Americans,  and  the  regulars  as  well  as  the  In- 
dians, in  their  intereft  Suffered  very  ccnfldera- 
bly,  in  thefe  different  fkirmifhes,  The  princi- 
pal action  happened*  at  Bennington,  when 
Gen.  Stark,  or  New-Hampihire,  commanded 
the  American  militia.  About  300  men,  with- 
out bayonets,  or  a  fingle  piece  of  artillery,  at- 
tacked and  routed  5QQ  regular  troops,  advan- 
tageoufly  polled   behind  intrenchments,  fur- 

*  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  29,         t  Ibid,  nifhed 
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niflied  with  the  beft  arms,  and  defended  with, 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  Col.  Baum,  the  Brit- 
ifh, commander,  and  about  700  of  his  men 
were  made  prifoners,  and  the  artillery  and 
1775  other  arms  taken  by  the  Americans. 

23.  This  victory  reftored  fpirit  to  the 
American  army,  and  eccafioned  dejection  and 
difmay  to  the  Britiih.  The  militia  collected 
from  all  parts  of  New-England  to  retard  their 
progrefs  ;  but  at  length  Gen.  Burgoyne,  alter 
palling  Hudibn's  river  with  his  army,  encamp- 
ed on  the  heights  and  on  the  plains  of  Sarato- 
ga. An  extremely  fever e  action  took  place  at 
Stillwater.  Both  armies  fullered  confiderable 
lofs  ;  but  the  advantage  was  decidedly  with 
the  Americans.* 

24.  From  this  time  till  near  the  middle  of 
October,  ikirmifhes  enfued  between  the  two 
armies,  and  the  Britiih  were  greatly  reduced 
and  weakened.  In  the  mean  time  militia  and 
volunteers  were  continually  arriving  from 
New-England,   and  at  length   Gen.   Burgoyne 

'  was  inveited  with  an  army  nearly  three  times 
the  number  of  his  forces.  When -on  the  15th 
he  found  that  his  troops  had  only  a  fcanty 
fubnftence  for  three  days,  and  no  profpeel:  of 
a  fpeedy  relief,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  and 
by  the  unanimous  advice  of  this  council,  he 
was    induced   to    open    a   treaty  Gen. 

Gates,  the  American  commander,  by  w«k 
was  finally  ftipulated  among  other  . 
the  troops  mould  march  out  of  their  Tamp 

with 

*  MaiiLilI's  Life  of  Wafnington,  vol.  iii.  p.  n;;. 
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with  the  honours  of  war.  The  number  of  thdfe 
that  furrendered  amounted  to  5791  men,  with 
a  quantity  of  valuable  military  ftores. # 

25.  The  furrender  of  Saratoga  forms  a 
memorable  era  in  the  American  war.  This 
event  occafioned  great  grief  and  dejection  in  177-5? 
Britain,  while  it  animated  and  encouraged  the 
Americans  ;  and  the  celebrity  of  capturing  a 
large  army  of  Britifh  and  German  troops,  fooa 
procured  4:hem  powerful  friends  in  Europe. 

.  During  the  three  preceeding  years,  the 
Americans  had  refifted  the  arbitrary  meafures 
of  Britain  with  the  fword,  without  the  aflirt- 
ance  of  any  foreign  power.  In  the  firft  year, 
they  had  exhibited  undaunted  courage  in  the 
battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker 's-hiii  ;  block- 
aded the  regular  army  in  Bofton  ;  expelled  the 
royal  governours,  and  repelled  the  attempts  of 
the  Britifh  againft  the  fouthern  colonies.  In 
the  year  1776,  animated  with  heroic  fortitude^ 
they  renounced  their  allegiance  to  Great-Brit- 
ain, and  declared  independence.  In  the  mcft 
gloomy  iituation  of  affairs,  during  this  event- 
ful period,  we  find  the  Americans,  infpired 
with  an  unconquerable  fpirit  of  liberty,  per- 
fift  in  defending  their  recently  aiTumed  inde- 
pendence with  the  fword. 

27.  In  1777  their  affairs  began  to  wear  a 
brighter  afpecl.  The  victory  of  Bennington 
paved  the  way  for  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  ar- 
my ;  and  the  capture  of  his  army  was  the  event 
which  procured  them  foreign  affiftance  in  the 

fubfequest 
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fubfequen£  year.  It  appears'  from  this  imper- 
fect review,  that,  under  heaven,  the  bleffings 
of  liberty  and  independence  were  chiefly  pur- 
chafed  by  the  wife  counfels,  the  undaunted 
refolution,  and  the  energetic  exertions  of  the 
Americans.  However,  their  fuccefs  ought 
ever  ultimately  to  be  afcribed  to  the  good 
providence  of  the  Lord.  From  the  firft  fet- 
no  natk  Dd  more 

extraordinary  interpositions  cf  Providence  than 
America  ;  and  at  no  period  were  thofe  inter- 
polations more  Angularly  vifibk,  than  during 
the  controverfy  with  Britain* 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

Treaty  between  France  and  America.  Britijh  Com- 
mijftoners  are  fent  to  negotiate  a  Peace.  Their 
Terms  are  rejected.  The  Royal  Army  burn  Part 
of  Warren  and  Brijiol  Philadelphia  evacuated. 
The  Battle  of  Freehold  or  Monmouth.  The  Amer- 
icans make  an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  to  regain 
Rhode-  IJJand.  The  Britijh  gain  PoffeJJion  of  Sa- 
vannah. Governor  Tryon's  dejlrutiive  Expedi- 
tion into  Connecticut.  Brave  Action  of  General 
Putnam.  General  Wayne  fiorms  Stoney-Point. 
The  Americans  unfuccefsful  Attempt  againfl  a 
I  Poft  in  Penobfcoi.  Charleflon  bcfieged  and  fur- 
rendered  to  the  Britjfh.  Battle  of  Camden.  The 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  inftituted  in  Maf- 

fachvfeiis.  General  Arnold  agrees  to  deliver 
Wc/z-Po'iii  to  the  Britijh.     Unhappy  Fate  ofMa- 

jor;Andre.  Virginia  invaded  by  Arnold.  "Of 
the  War  in  South-Carolina.  Battle  at  Eutaw 
Springs, 


1.  NOON  after  the  intelligence  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Burgoyne  reached  Europe,  the  king  of 
France  concluded  treaties  of  alliance  and  com- 
merce with  the  United  States.  This  impor-  77 
tant  tranfaclion  was  the  fruit  of  long  negotia- 
tion. As  early  as- 1776  Congrefs  fent  as  agent 
to  that  kingdom  -with  inftruclions  to  folicit  its 

friend  il 
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friendship  and  to  procure  military  ftores.  But. 
the  French  nation  refufed  to  act.  openly  and 
decidedly  in  their  favour,  till  the  capture  of 
Burgoyne's  army  convinced  them  that  there 
was  the  utmoft  probability  that  the  united  ef- 
forts of  the  Americans  would  finally  be  fuccefs- 
£ul.  As  the  French  court  -was  now  perfuaded 
that  it  was  for  their  intereft  that  the  power  of 
England  ihould  be  diminifhed  by  the  fepera- 
tion  of  the  colonies  from  its  government,  it 
was  finally  determined  to  efpouie  their  caufe.* 

2.  When  the  Britilh  mmiitry  were  inform- 
ed of  this  treaty  they  difpatched  commiflioners 
to  attempt  a  reconciliation  ;  but  found  all  their 
endeavours  ineffectual.  In  no  one  place  not  im- 
mediately commanded  by  the  Britifh  army, 
w;is  there  any  attempt  to  accept,  or  even  to 
deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  doling  with  the 
offers  of  Britain. 

3.  Notwithftanding  thefe  pacific  negocia- 
tions  the  royal  army  continued  their  devalua- 
tion with  fire  and  fword.  In  the  latter  part 
of  May,  five  hundred  Britifh  and  Heflians  made 
an  excurfion  from  Rhode-Hland,  deftroyed  a 
number  of  ilores  and  burnt  the  meeting-houfe 
in  Warren,  the  church  in  Briftol,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  buildings  in  each  town. 

4.  In   the   fummer  of  this  year,  General 
Clinton  who  fuccccded  General  Howe  evacua 
ted  Philadelphia.     In  their  march  to  New- York 
they  were  attacked  by  the  Americans,  and  an 

action 

*  Ramfay,  vol.  ii,  page  64.     Marshall's  Life  of  Wafbington, 
vol.  iii,  page  411—417. 
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a&ion  took  place  at  Monmouth  or  Freehold, 
in  which  General  Lee  was  charged  by  General 
Wafhington  with  difobedience  and  mifconducl: 
in  retreating  before  the  Britiih  troops,  and  was 
fufp ended  from  his  command  in  the  American 
army  for  one  year.* 

5.  The  Britifh  had  but  juft  completed  the 
removal  of  their  fleet  and  army  from  the  Del- 
aware and  Philadelphia  to  the  harbour  and  city 
of  New- York,  when  they  received  intelligence 
that  a  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  Count 
De  Eftaing,  was  on  the  coaft  of  America,  their 
firft  object  was  the  furprize  of  Lord  Howe's 
fleet  in  the  Delaware,  but  they  arrived  too 
late. 

6.  The  next  attempt  of  Count  De  Eftaing 
•was  againft  Rhode-Ifland,  of  which  the  Britifh 
had  been  in  poffeflion  fince  December,  1776. 
A  combined  attack  againft  it  was  projected, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  General  Sullivan  fhould 
command  the  land  forces.  After  he  had  col- 
lected about  10,000  men,  of  whom,  at  leaft  one 
half  were  volunteers  from  New-England,  he 
with  his  army  palled  over  to  the  Ifland,  on 
the  8th  of  Auguft,  at  the  fame  time  the  French 
fleet  entered  the  harbour  of  Newport. 

7.  Lord  Howe  received  intelligence  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
haftened  to  its  relief.  The  French  admiral  put 
out  to  fea  with  his  whole  fleet  te  attack  him. 
The  engagement  was  prevented  by  a  violent 
tempeft,   in   which  both  fleets   were   greatly 

P  damaged. 

*  See  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  iv.  page  275. 
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damaged.  The  French  fleet,  which  fuffered 
more  in  the  ftorm  than  their  adverfaries,  re- 
turned to  Newport  in  a  very  mattered  condi- 
tion on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  and  two  days  af- 
ter, Count  De  Eftaing  failed  for  Bofton  in  or- 
der to  refit  his  mips. 

8.  In  the  mean  time  General  Sullivan  had 
commenced  his  military  operations,  but  Gene^ 
ral  Pigot,  who  commanded  the  Britifh  garrifon 
on  Rhode-Ifland,  had  taken  fuch  meafures,  that 
without  the  afliftance  of  a  marine  force  it  was 
impoflible  to  attack  him  with  any  probability 
of  iuccefs.  General  Sulljvan  however  retreat- 
ed to  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  and  a  fpirit- 
ed  action  took  place,  in  which  the  Americans 
repulfed  the  purfuers ;  but  Lord  Howe's  fleet 
being  {ecu  off  the  coaft,  General  Sullivan  con- 
cluded immediately  to  evacuate  Rhode-Ifland. 
He  retreated  in  excellent  order,  without  leav- 
ing a  man  behind.* 

9.  This  campaign  having  produced  nothing 
advantageous  to  the  Britifh,  and  the  winter 
being  a  proper  feafon  for  fouthern  expeditions, 
they  concluded  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
Georgia  ;  this  enterprize  was  committed  to 
Colonel  Campbell,  an  officer  of  courage  and 
ability  ;  the  forces  appointed  to  act  under  him 
amounted  to  2,500.  After  the  troops  had  ef- 
fected a  landing  near  the  mouth  of  the  Savan- 
nah, they  began  an  attack  with  fo  much  fpirit 
end  intrepidity,  that  they  gained  a  complete 
victory.     Upward  of  100  of  the  Americans 

were 

*  Ramfay* 
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were  killed  and  a  large  number  made  prifoners. 
The  military  (lores,  fhipping  in  the  river,  a 
large  quantity  of  provifions,  with  the  capital 
of  Georgia,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
querors.* 

10.  At  the  opening  of  this  year,  the  Britifh  177'> 
began  their  operations  with  expeditions  tend- 
ing rather  to  diftrefs  the  Americans,  than  to 
benefit   their   own    caufe.     For    this  purpofe 
Governor  Tryon  and  Sir  George  Collier  made 

an  excurfion  into  Connecticut,  and  after  plun- 
dering the  town  of  New-Haven,  and  perpetrat- 
ing various  fpecies'  of  enormity,  the  invaders 
fuddenly  re-embarked  and  proceeded  by  water 
to  Fairfield  and  fet  the  town  on  fire.  The 
Britifh,  in  this  excurfion,  alfo  burnt  Eafl-Ha~ 
ven,  the  greateft  part  of  Green-Farms,  and  the 
fiouriihing  town  of  Norwalk. 

1 1 .  The  campaign  of  this  year  was  diflin- 
guiihed  by  the  capture  of  Stoney -Point,  on  the 
North  River.  General  Wayne  was  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  enterprize,and  the  troops 
were  chiefly  natives  of  New-England.  Ail  the 
MafTachufetts  light  infantry  marched  from 
Weft-Point  under  Lieut.  Col.  Hull  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 8th  of  July,  and  joined  General 
Wayne  on  Sandy-Point,  fourteen  miles  from 
Stoney -Point ;  notwithflanding  they  were  obli- 
ged to  pafs  over  high  mountains,  through  dif- 
ficult defiles  and  morafTes,  they  arrived  by 
eight  in  the  evening,  foon  commenced  an  at- 
tack ;  and  in  the  face  of  an  incefTant  fire  of 
mufkets  and  of  cannon  loaded  with  grape  fhot, 

*  Ram-fay.  forced 
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forced  their  way  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  7 
through  every  obftacle,  till  the  van  of  each  col- 
umn met  in  the  centre  of  the  works,  and  the 
garrifon  was  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.* 

*  12.  After  this  fuccefsful  enterprize,  the 
ftate  of  MaiTachufetts  formed  a  plan  to  diilodge 
the  Britifh.  from  a  fort  which  they  had  eftab- 
lifhed  on  the  river  Penobfcot.  But,  though 
they  collected  a  confiderable  force  to  effect  this 
purpofe,  the  whole  fleet  was  deftroyed,  and 
thoie  who  returned  by  land  were  obliged  to 
wander  through  immenie  deferts  whilil  a  fear- 
city  of  pro vi lions  augmented  their  calamity. 

13,  Whilfc  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  the 
northern  Hates  was  marked  with  devaftation 
and  diftrefs,  the  affairs  of  the  Americans  at  the 
fouthward  wore  a  more  alarming  afpect.  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  and  Count  De  Eftaing  were  repuli- 
ed  at  Savannah,  and  the  greater!  part  of  Geor- 
gia was  fubdued.  The  Britifh  army,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  early  in  the 
following  year,  commenced  their  operations 
acrainft  Charlellon  in  South-Carolina.  And 
though  General  Lincoln  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  in  its  defence,  he  was  compelled  after  a 
clofe  fiege,  to  furrender  the  town  by  capitula- 
tion. The  number  who  furrendered  prifon- 
ers  of  war,  amounted  to  about  5,000. 

14.  It  is  remarkable  that  amidft  the  anxi- 
eties and  avocations  attending  the  war,  the 
General  Court  of  Maflachufetts  palled  an  act 

to 
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to  incorporate  and  eftablifh  a  refpectable  litera- 
ry fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

15.  This  year  General  Arnold,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  betrayed  the  caufe  which  he  had 
often  hazarded  his  life  to  defend  ;  and  formed 
a  fcheme  for  delivering  Weft-Point,  of  which 
he  had  the  command,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Britifh.  The  agent,  that  Sir.  Henry  Clinton 
employed  in  this  negotiation,  was  Major  An- 
dre, in  whom  were  united  an  el  afte  and 
cultivated  mind,  with  the  amiable  qualities  of 
candor,  fidelity,  and  a  delicate  fenfe  of  honour. 
After  an  interview  with  General  Clinton  on 
his  return  to  New- York,  he  was  apprehended,, 
and  a  court  of  general  officers  being  appointed 
to  examine  his  cafe,  he  was  con.  I  and  ex- 
ecuted as  a  fpy.  His  behaviour,  during  his 
trial,  was  calm  and  dignified,  exciting  the  ef- 
teem  and  companion  even  of  his  enemies,  who 
deeply  regretted  the  cruel  neceiHty  of  facrifio 
ing  his  life  to  policy  and  the  ufages  or  war.* 

16.  Whilft  the  royal  forces  were  plunder-  178! 
ing  Virginia  under  Arnold,  now  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  royal  army,  the  war  ravaged  the 
two  Carolinas.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  in 
reducing  Charleflon,  encouraged  Lerd  Corn- 
wallis  to  make  vigorous  exertions  to  invade 
North-Carolina.     Hi  .  els  was  retarded  by 

an  attempt  made  by  the  Americans  under  Gen- 
eral Morgan,  to  gain  polTeffion  of  the  valuable 
diftricl  of  Ninety-fix,     In  order  to  counteract 
E  2  this 
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this  defign,  Lord  Cornwallis  detached  Lieut. 
Col.  Tariton  with  about  1100  men,  who  at- 
tacked General  Morgan  at  the  Cow-pens,  near 
Peooiet  river.  The  Americans,  after  an  oblli- 
nate  conteil,  gained  a  complete  victory.  Up- 
wards of  three  hundred  of  the  Britiih  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  about  five  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken.  The  Americans  had 
only  twelve  men  killed  and  fixty  wounded. 

3  7.  During  this  defolating  war  feveral  ac- 
tions took  place  between  the  Britiih  and  Amer- 
icans. In  the  battle  of  Guildford  court-houfe, 
and  afterwards  in  that  of  Cambden,  the  disci- 
pline of  veteran  troops  gained  the  victory. 
The  energetic  exertions  of  General  Greene  to 
recover  South-Carolina,  were,  however  in  va- 
rious inftances,  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  and 
when  in  the  mofl  gloomy  ftate  of  his  affairs, 
he  was  adviied  to  retire  to  Virginia,  he  nobly 
replied,  "  I  will  recover  South-Carolina  or  die 
in  the  attempt." 

13.  After  fome  unimportant  fkirmifhes  be- 
tween detailed  parties  of  both  armies  in  July 
and  Auguft,  on  the  9th  of  September  General 
Greene,  having  afTembled  about  2,000  men, 
proceeded  to  attack  the  Britiih,  who,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Stewart,  were  polled  at 
Eutaw  Springs.  A  molt  obftinate  battle  enfu- 
ed  in  this  place,  and  continued  from  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon. 
General  Greene  was  finally  victorious  and  the 
Britiih  fled  in  all  directions,  after  lofmg  up- 
wards of  1100  men.  The  Americans  left  about 

five 
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five  hundred,  of  which  number  were  fixty  of- 
ficers. This  brilliant  and  fuccefsful  battle  may 
be  confidered  as  clofmg  the  national  war  in 
South-Carolina. 

1 9.  In  the  train  of  illuflrious  men  whofe  mer- 
its were  developed  by  the  American  revolution, 
Gen.  Greene,  a  native  of  Rhode-Ifland,  holds 
a  diftinguifhed  rank.  Dr.  Ramfay  remarks, 
that  he  opened  the  campaign  with  gloomy 
profpects,  but  clofed  it  with  glory.  His  un- 
paid and  half  naked  army  had  to  contend  with 
every  thing  that  the  wealth  of  Britain  or  the 
plunder  of  Carolina  could  procure.  Under  all 
thefe  difadvantages  he  compelled  fuperiour 
numbers  to  retire  to  the  extremity  of  the  flate, 
and  confine  themfelves  in  the  capital  and  its 
vicinity.  Had  not  his  mind  been  of  the  firmeft 
texture  he  would  have  been  difcouraged  ;  but 
his  enemies  found  him  as  formidable  in  the 
evening  of  a  defeat  as  in  the  morning  of  a  vic- 
tory. * 

20.  Though  the  American  war  exhibited 
all  the  ferocious  pailions  of  human  nature,  and 
opened  fcenes  deeply  wounding  to  the  feeling 
heart,  yet  it  developed  all  the  energies  of  char- 
acter, and  during  the  unequal  conteft,  we  con- 
template with  admiration  the  love  of  country, 
riling  in  many  inftances  fuperiour  to  every 
felfilh  consideration  ;  an  enthufiafm  for  liberty 
fupplying  the  place  of  military  difcipline,  and 
invincible  resolution,  finally  furmounting  every 

Obftade,  *  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  254. 

CHAPTER 


176  Hrjlory  of  New- England. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

Lord  Cornwallis  joins  the  royal  Forces  in  Virginia, 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  judicious  Movements, 
Lord  Cornwallis  fortifies  Torktown  andGloccfler. 
Armld's  Expedition  into  Conncclicut.  Lord 
Cornwallis  c'ojcly  beficged  in  Torktown.  He 
furrenders.  Joy  of  the  Americans  on  that  Occa- 
fion.  A  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded. 
The  American  Army  dijhanded.  General  Wajh- 
t'on  refegm  his  Gommijfior^  and  retires  to  his 
Scat  in  Virginia,  Difficulties  after  the  Peace, 
'-  pel  lien  in  Maffachvfeits.  The  Federal  Con- 
ftituiion  eftablfhed.  General  Wafhington  chofen- 
Prefident,       Concluding  Remarks, 

3.  SCON  after  the  battle  at  Guilford1 
1 '81  Court-Houfe,  lord  Cornwallis  retired  to  Wil- 
mington, North -Carolina,  and  preferring  the 
fcale  of  operations,  which  Virginia  prefented 
to  the  narrow  one  cfpreferving  pail:  conquefis, 
he  determined  to  leave  South-Carolina,  to  be 
defended  by  lord  Rawdon.  Before  the  end  of 
April  he  therefore  proceeded  to  Virginia  with 
a  very  powerful  army,  and  foon  after  his  arri-  j 
val,  was  reinforced  by  1,500  men  from  New- 
York 

£.  The  Jefenfive  forces,  which  were  op- 
pofed  to  this  powerful  army,  were  principally 
intruded  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who 
had  been  clifpatched  from  the  main  army  to  •{ 

wa 
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watch  the  motions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Vir- 
ginia. Though  his  force  was  much  inferiour  to 
that  of  the  Britifh  general,  yet,  by  a  variety  of 
judicious  movements,  he  deranged  all  his  plansy 
and  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  Wiiliamfburgh,and 
to  feek  protection  under  the  Britifh  fhipping. 
His  lordihip  foon  after  evacuated  Portfmouth? 
and  afiiduoufly  exerted  himfelf  to  fortify 
Yorktown  and  Gloceiter  Point.  His  whole 
force  amounted  to  about  7,000  excellent 
troops. # 

3.  Whilfl  lord  Cornwallis  was  exerting 
hirnfelf  to  render  his  poft  impregnable,  the 
French  and  Americans  were  equally  active  in 
their  attempts  to  repel  their  enemies.  On  the 
14th  of  September  Gen.  Waihington  reached 
Williamftown,  and  with  a  number  of  his  officers, 
vifited  Count  de  GrafTe,  and  concerted  a  plan 
of  operation. 

4.  In  the  mean  time  Arnold  made  an  ex- 
curlion  into  Connecticut,  and  after  burning 
iixty  dwelling  houfes  in  New-London,  and 
eighty-four  ftores,  attacked  lieutenant  Grifwold 
on  Grot  on  hill.  Though  the  garrifon  defend- 
ed themfelves  with  great  refolution,  the  fort 
was  taken  by  the  Britiih,  who  with  favage 
cruelty  put  the  men  to  the  fword,  even  after 
their  refiHance  had  ceafed. 

5.  The  combined  armies  of  France  and 
America  began  and  conducted  the  liege  of 
Yorktown  with  fuch  energy  and  fuccefs,  that 
lord  Cornwallis  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 

preparing 

*  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  iS$, 
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preparing  for  a  furrender,  or  attempting  an 
efcape.  He  determined  upcn  the  latter,  but 
his  defign  was  fruftrated  ;  and  the  Britifh 
works  were  finking  under  the  weight  of  the 
Fjench  and  American  artillery.  All  hopes  of 
relief  from  New- York  were  OA^er  ;  and  the 
ftrength  and  fpirits  of  the  royal  army  worn 
down  and  exhaufted  by  unremitting  fatigue.  In 
this  defperate  fituation  he  fent  out  affog  with  a 
letter  to  Gen.  Wafhington  requeuing  a  ceffa- 
tion  of  arms  for  24  hours  ;  that  commifhoners 
might  be  appointed  for  fettling  the  terms  of 
capitulation. 

6.  This  reqi:eft  was  complied  with,  and 
on  the  18th  of  October,  the  polls  of  York  and 
Gloucefter,  with  upwards  of  7,000  prifoncrs 
were  furrendered.  The  reduction  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  army  was  confidered  as  decifive  of  the  in- 
dependence of  America,  and  occafioned  uni- 
versal tranfports  of  joy  in  the  great  body  of 
the  people.* 

7.  About  three  months  after  the  capture 
of  lord  Cornwallis  was  known  in  Great-Brit- 
ain, the  king  and  parliament  refolved  to  aban- 
don all  offenfive  operations  in  America.  And 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  the  definitive 
treaties  of  peace  were  concluded  with  the  bel- 
ligerent powers.     The   indefatigable  exertions 

lie  American  commifTioners,  particularly 
thofe  of  John  Adams,  late  prefident  of  the 
United  States,  procured  highly  advantageous 
terms  for  the  Americans.     The  army  was  dif- 

banded, 

*  Pamfay,  vol.  ii.  p.    192, 
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banded,  and  the  magnanimous  commander  in 
chief  retired  to  his  delightful  feat  at  Mount 
Vernon,  in  Virginia. 

8.  No  fooner  was  peace  reftored  by  the 
definitive  treaty,  and  the  Britiih  troops  with- 
drawn from  the  country,  than  the  United 
States  began  to  experience  the  defects  of  their 
general  government.  Articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  perpetual  union  had  been  formed  by 
congrefs,  and  lubmitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Hates  in  the  year  1778,  which  were  in 
1781,  ratified  as  the  frame  of  government  for 
the  United  States.  Thefe  articles  however 
were  formed  during  the  rage  of  war,  when  a 
principle  of  fafety  iupplied  the  place  of  a  coer- 
Hve  power,  by  men  who  had  no  experience  in 
the  art  of  governing  an  extenfive  country. 
Hence  the  numerous  defects  in  the  confedera- 
tion. 

9.  The  long  war  through  which  the  ftates 
iiad  ftruggled,  involved  them  in  a  debt  which 
on  the  return  of  peace  amounted  to  about 
forty  millions  of  dollars.  To  provide  funds 
for  paying  their  continental  debt,  engaged  the 
attention  of  congrefs  for  fome  time  before, 
and  after  the  peace.  At  length  a  fyftem  for 
funding,  and  ultimately  paying  the  whole  pub- 
lic debt,  was  completed  and  offered  to  the 
ftates  for  their  ratification,  f 

10.  The  heavy  taxes  which  Maflachufetts 
was  obliged  to  lay  upon  the  people  in  order 
to  comply  with  the   requifitions  of  congrefs, 

were 

*  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  192. 
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were  loudly  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants  of 
that  ftate,  and  caufed  them  to  feel  in  the  moll 
fenfible  manner,  the  inconveniences  which  they 
funered  from  a  decline,  or  rather  an  extinction 
-of  public  credit,  a  relaxation  of  manners,  a 
free  ufe  of  foreign  luxuries,  a  decay  of  trade 
and  manufactures,  with  a  prevailing  fcarcity  of 
money.  * 

11.  The  general  difcontent  of  the  people 
arofe  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  produce  acts  of 
violence.  In  the  year  1786  insurrections  took 
place  in  various  parts  to  impede  the  fitting  of 
the  fever al  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  at  length  a 
formidable  number  of  infurgents  aflembled 
with  Daniel  Shays,  who  had  been  at  their 
head,  and  threatened  a  fubverfion  of  the  con- 
stitutional government  of  the  ftate. 

12.  The  violence  and  diforder  of  the  in- 
furgents became  fo  alarming  that  the  govern- 
ment was  under  the  neceffity  of  employing 
military  force  to  fupprefs  them.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  the  governour,  during  the  winter  of  this 
year,  detached  a  body  of  militia  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Lincoln,  who  repaired  im- 
mediately to  the  county  of  Hampihire,  where 
the  infurgents  were  principally  convened.  They 
attempted  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  military  ftores 
in  the  public  arfenal  at  Springfield  ;  but  were 
refolutely  repulfed  by  a  fmall  party  of  militia 
•under  the  command  of  Gen.  Shepard.  This 
affault  was  conducted  with  fo  little  order  and 
regularity  that  a  few  difcharges  from  the  ar- 
tillery^ 

*  Minor,  p.  28. 


Hijlory  of  New-England.  181 

tillery,  threw  them  into  confufion,  and  made 
them  retreat  in  diforder,  with  the  lofs  of  four 
men.  * 

13.  The  fpirited  conduct,  of  Gen.  Shepard, 
with  the  induilry,  perfeverance,  and  prudent 
firmnefs  of  Gen.  Lincoln,  difperfed  the  rebels, 
drove  the  leader  from  the  flate  ;  and  reftored 
tranquillity.  An  act  of  indemnity  was  paiTed 
for  all  the  infurgents,  except  a  few  of  their 
leaders,  on  condition  that  they  mould  become 
peaceable  fubjeclis,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance. The  leaders  afterwards  petitioned  for, 
and  obtained  pardon,  on  condition  that  they 
never  mould  accept,  or  hold  any  office  civil  or 
military  in  the  commonwealth,  t 

14.  The  difagreeable  events  above  recited 
were  overruled  for  great  national  good.  For 
from  the  obvious  defects  in  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, the  people  were  induced  to  fee  the 
necefiity  of  eftablifhing  a  form  of  government, 
equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union.  Accord- 
ingly, delegates  from  all  the  ftates,  except 
Hhode-Ifland,  affembled  at  Philadelphia,  in 
May,  1787.  After  four  months  deliberation, 
the  federal  conftitution  was  formed,  and  at 
different  periods  adopted  by  the  ftates.  On 
the  30th  of  April,  George  Washington,  who 
had  led  the  United  States  to  independence 
and.  glory,  was  inaugurated  prefident  in  the 
city  of  New- York. 

15.  He  was  fucceeded  by  the  illuftrious 
John  Adams,  a  native   of  New-England,  by 

Q  whom 
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whom  the  constitution,  for  the  ft  ate  of  MafTa- 
chufetts,  was  drawn  rip  and  reported  to  a  com- 
mittee. It  underwent  fome  amendment,  and 
fome  alterations  ;  one  which  has  Since  been 
regretted,  that  of  taking  from  the  governour 
the  power  of  appointing  military  officers. 

1 6.  The  conflitutions  of  the  ftates  of  Con- 
■necticut  and  Rhode-Ifland,  are  founded  on  the 

charters  which  in  1662  and  1663.  were  granted 
them  by  Charles  II. 

17.  The  federal  constitution,  and  feveral 
ftate  constitutions  agree  in  preferring  the  le- 
gislative, judiciary,  and  executive  branches  of 
government  feparate  and  diftincl: from  each  other. 

1 8.  Religious  liberty  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple in  the  constitutions  of  the  refpective 
ftates.  Some  indeed,  retain  a  distinction  be- 
tween christians  and  others,  with  refpect  to 
this  eligibility  to  office  ;  but  the  idea  of  raifing 
one  feet  of  proteftants  to  a  legal  preeminence, 
is  univerfally  reprobated. 

1 9.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, learning  has  flourished,  and  new  literary 
institutions  have  been  founded  in  New-England. 
In  1791,  the  legislature  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont pafTed  an  act  eftabliShing  a  univerfity  at 
Burlington,  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  a  delight- 
ful fituation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Onion  river, 
and  appointed  ten  truftees.  The  Sum  of 
6,000/.  was  fecured  by  voluntary  donation; 
part  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  erecting 
of  buildings,  and  part  fettled  as  a  fund  for  the 
fupport  of  the  institution.  *  20.     la 

t  Morfe's  Geography,  vol,  i*  p.  376. 
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20.  In  reviewing  the  hiftory  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  the  late  American  revolution,  we 
iind  the  wonders  of  divine  providence  riling 
confpicuoas  in  every  fcene.  At  firft  we  be- 
hold a  fmall  number  of  people,  who,  when  op- 
preiTed  by  cruel  perfecution,  preferred  the  facred 
rights  of  confeience  to  all  earthly  enjoyments, 
and  exchanged  their  native  country  for  a  dreary 
wildernefs,  inhabited  by  ravages.  After  ftrug- 
gling  with  complicated  hardfhips  they  obtained 
iecure  fettlements,  and  the  wildernefs  at  length 
was  made  to  blorlom  like  a  rofe  by  the  hand  of 
perfevering  induflry  ;  and  though  their  prof- 
peri  ty  was  fometimes  clouded,  yet  their  mif- 
fortunesj  and  even  their  prejudices  were  over- 
ruled for  good.  Thofe  who  were  driven  from 
MalTachufetts  by  the  perfecution  of  their  breth- 
ren formed  new  fettlements.  The  colonies  in- 
creafed,  and  rofe  in  wealth,  and  the  inter- 
poiing  hand  of  heaven  protected  them  under 
every  difficulty. 

21.  When  the  colonies  were  involved  in 
the  diflr  effing  war  with  Philip,  they  were  ena- 
bled to  fubdue  their  favage  enemies  ;  when 
they  were  deprived  of  their  charters  the  fud- 
den  revolution  in  England  relieved  them  from 
the  oppreffion  of  arbitrary  power  ;  when  the 
united  efforts  of  the  French  and  their  Indian 
allies  were  levelled  againft  them,  the  conquer- 
ing arms  of  Britain  and  her  colonies  fruftrated 
their  attempts. 

£2.  When  the  important  era,  at  length  ar- 
rived, in  which   Britain   exerted   her   utmofl 

ftrength 
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ftrength  to  deprive  her  colonies  of  their  dearly 
purchafed  privileges  ;  and  a  new  country  un- 
der great  difadvantages,  was  obliged  to  con- 
tend with  that  potent  nation,  which  had  re- 
cently conquered  the  united  powers  of  France 
and  Spain.  Infpired  by  the  facred  flame  of 
liberty,  the  colonies  triumphed  over  the  well 
difciplined  forces  of  the  parent  ftate.  The 
ftriking  divine  interpofitions,  in  favour  of  Amer- 
ica, during  the  conteft,  afford  an  interefling 
fubject  of  contemplation  to  pious  minds  ; 
while  amidft  the  apparently  uncertain  chances 
of  war,  they  perceive  with  grateful  admiration 
the  controling  hand  of  providence  rendering 
every  event  fubfervient  to  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

23.  After  independence  was  obtained  by 
the  iword,  and  acknowledged  by  the  European 
nations,  when  a  fpirit  of  anarchy  threatened 
the  fubveriion  of  our  recently  acquired  liberty, 
the  interpofition  of  providence  was  vifible  in 
caufing  thefe  tumults  to  terminate  in  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  federal  conftitution,  which 
placed  the  privileges  of  the  United  States  on 
a  permanent  foundation. 

24.  Exalted  from  a  feeble  ftate  to  opulence 
and  independence,  the  federal  Americans  are 
now  recognized  as  a  nation  throughout  the 
globe.  This  highly  favoured  people  ought  to 
raife  their  minds  in  fervent  afpirations,  that 
their  fair  profpects  may  never  be  reverfed  by 
a  temper  of  difunion,  or  a  fpirit  of  anarchy 
prevailing  among  the  people,  but  that  genu- 
ine 
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ine  liberty,  united  with  order  and  good  gov- 
ernment, may  d'iffufe  their  bleflings  through 
the  widely  extended  union. 

25.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  in 
particular,  whofe  anceftors  were  eminent  for 
induftry,  love  of  order,  attention  to  the  pro- 
motion of  learning,  and  a  fupreme  regard  for 
religion,  ought  to  be  afliduoufly  careful  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  thofe  virtues  for  which  the 
firfl  fettlers  of  their  country  were  fo  highly 
diftinguifhed, 


jfini&. 


Note  to  pace  iifff. 

The  taking  oF  700  prifoners  includes  a  part  of  the  rein- 
forcement of  Col.  Breyman,  uhich  arrived  on  the  field  after 
the  action,  and  were  defeated  by  the  Americans  on  the  fame 
day.     See  Hill.  p.  391. 


ERRATA. 

Page  9,  fecond  line,  for  rendered  read  induced. 
Pjge    163,    for    1775  read    1777  ;  alfo  page   164* 
Paje   i'6'j,t  for  diipolfed  read  tuuiplined. 


